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PREFACE 

This book aims to make the study of representative selections of prose 
and poetry in English courses more intelligible to the student. In his other 
classes, the student finds his work assigned in such a way that it is possible for 
him to undertake it with the feeling of knowing what is expected of him. 
But in the case of English literature, being merely asked to "take" certain 
selections, he finds himself at sea regarding what to look for or to think about. 
The result is a careless or mechanical perusal of the assignment, with no 
distinct impression of its meaning or appeal. 

As a means of focusing attention and stimulating thought in reading, 
nothing is so, valuable an aid to young persons as suggestive questions. But 
for the teacher to compile such questions, and, most of all, to put them before 
the class by dictation, writing on the blackboard, or some other cumbrous 
method, involves the sacrifice of valuable time. Consequently, it has seemed 
that a brief manual of such questions might be an aid to teachers, even though 
the book could attempt to serve only as a nucleus around which the teacher 
might arrange his own material. Primarily, this book is intended for the stu- 
dent, and its most advantageous use is likely to be where it is used by him in 
his preparation for the class discussions. The questions are intended to be 
stimulating rather than exhaustive. They leave much that may be devel- 
oped in the recitation by both student and teacher. 

In framing the questions, the main principle has been to direct attention 
to the thought of the selection, to suggest to the student what thinking he must 
do to find, as Pater puts it, " among the flowers, the allusions, the mixed per- 
spectives, of Lycidas, for example, the thought, the logical structure." This 
treating pieces of literature as living organic wholes, and endeavoring to find 
their meaning or significance, is the method most likely to create the love of 
reading and the habit of it, and all other matters might well be subordinated 
to it, at least during the student's first introduction to literature. The ques- 
tions in this book are designed to be significant and searching enough to accom- 
plish this without being so numerous as to kill enthusiasm. Questions as to 
versification, allusions, and minute points of style have been omitted because 
teachers differ widely in their attention to such matters. Any teacher who 
cares to emphasize these points can easily add his own questions. The ques- 
tions presuppose the use of texts annotated with the usual linguistic and his- 
torical matter. 

Although the book is intended to supplement the Century Readings in 
English Literature, it is virtually complete in itself, and the range of material 
is wide enough to allow it to be used with any of the other volumes of a very 
inclusive character now popular in the general survey course in English Litera- 
ture. The titles of selections to be found in these other volumes, but not in 
the Century Readings, are starred. 

M. G. F. 
R. G. 6. 
G. H. M. 
15 September, 1915. 
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I. THE END OF THE MIDDLE AGES ^ 

FOURTEENTH CENTURY POETRY 

GEOFFREY CHAUCER 

From The Canterbury Tales 

The Prologue, i. Why did the pilgrims go to Canterbury ? 2. In what season 
of the year was it ? 3. From where did they start ? 4« How many characters 
were there in the company? 5. Which of the characters are most favorably 
presented? 6. Which most unfavorably? 7. How severe is the poet in his 
treatment of these last? 8. Was he justified so far as we know from a study of 
the social conditions of his time? 9. Which characters are most vividly pre- 
sented ? 10. What are some of the means by which Chaucer gives vividness to 
these character sketches? 11. Chaucer has been called the most liberal of 
poets. Does he portray life accurately? 12. Are the persons he describes 
types or individuals? Could they be called individualized types? i3» How 
does Chaucer's treatment of them differ from a portrait painter's? 

14. Group the pilgrims according to ranks of society. 15- How com- 
pletely do they stand for all ranks of English society in the fourteenth cen- 
tury ? 16. Draw conclusions from the Prologue regarding social conditions in 
Chaucer's time ; i.e., the state of the Church, the condition of the common peo- 
ple, the development of commerce, the interest in learning, etc. 

17. What agreement did the pilgrims enter into regarding the telling of 
tales ? 18. What does this show regarding Chaucer's plan for The Canterbury 
Tales? 19- How completely was it carried out? 20. Give reasons why the 
Prologue, though written five hundred years ago, should still hold the attention 
of readers? 21. Learn something about the life of Chaucer and see wherein 
his experience tended to fit him to paint such a picture as this. 
The Nun's Priest's Talc. i. What is the central idea of the story? 2. Is it 
necessary to draw any " moralities " from the story ? 3. Does Chaucer in 
telling the story succeed in holding the reader's interest? 4. Is everything in 
the story necessary to lead up to the conclusion? Consider, for example, the 
tales told by the cock, — are they merely digressions, or have they some office 
in the story? 5« Contrast Chaunticleer and Madame Pertelote. 6. Is Russell, 
the Fox, as vividly characterized as these other two? 7. In what ways has 
Chaucer satirized human nature in these animal characters? 8. What seems 
to have been the character of Chaucer's learning and reading? 9. What atti- 
tude does he appear to have toward the science of his day? 

1 Those who begin the study of English literature with the earlier period will 
find questions upon some representative selection in Appendix I, page no. 
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QUESTIONS ON READINGS IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

General Questions 

I. Give examples of Chaucer's broad humor. 2. Of his sly humor. 
3* Does he satirize in the bitter, indignant spirit of the reformer or does he 
do it in the spirit of kindly ridicule? 4. Point out evidences of Chaucer's 
love of nature. 5* Lowell says that Chaucer's descriptive passages are 
remarkable for the combination of energy and simplicity which is among 
the rarest gifts in literature. Justify this statement. 6. Is Chaucer a medi- 
tative poet? 7- What kind of meter does he employ? What rime scheme? 
8. Professor Lounsbury has pronounced Chaucer " one of the greatest writers 
of melody that our literature has on its rolls." Does this statement seem 
warranted? 9* Look up the extent to which Chaucer originated independ- 
ently the stories in The Canterbury Tales. Is it proper to lay a charge of 
plagiarism against him? 10. What impressions of Chaucer's character may 
be obtained from his poetry? 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY PROSE 
SIR THOMAS MALORY 

From Le Morte d' Arthur 

Caxton's Preface, i. Who was Caxton? 2. How was he led to undertake 
the printing of this book? 3* In what ways does he think the reading of 
the Morte d* Arthur will be helpful? 4- Does Caxton believe that there was 
an historic King Arthur? 5. What is the nature of the proof on which his 
opinion rests? 6. What is the view of modern scholars on this matter? 
7. What does Caxton tell about Sir Thomas Malory and his connection with 
the Arthurian legends? 8. Look up the origin and development of the Ar- 
thurian legends down to Malory. 9. When was the Morte d* Arthur published ? 
10. Into how many parts has Caxton divided the stories about King Arthur ? 
Book XXI. I. What is the general subject of this book? 2. Summarize 
the incidents. 3- Give your impression of Modred, Guinevere, Lancelot, 
Gawain, Arthur, and Sir Bedivere. 4. Make a careful comparison between 
Malory's account of the death of Arthur and that given by Tennyson in his 
poem, Morte d' Arthur. 5. Which account do you prefer and why? 6. Find 
in Malory illustrations of vivid description; of rapid narration. 7. Illustrate 
the chief qualities of Malory's prose, — its simplicity, dignity, rhythm, etc. 
Look up the characteristics of English prose before Malory's time and show 
wherein Malory's writing marks an advance in literary finish. 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY POETRY 

THE NUT BROWN MAID 

I. What then is the subject of discussion between the two speakers in 
the opening dialogue? 2. What plan is adopted for the discussion? 3* What 
hardships of the greenwood life does the one speaker successively present and 
what are the other speaker's replies? 4. Is there a steady rise in the expres- 
sion of faithfulness in love? 5« Show the difference between this poem (dated 
about 1500) and the true ballad in evidences of conscious literary art, in the 
form (stanza, rime), in the amount and character of incident and characteriza- 
tion. 
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POPULAR BALLADS 

ENGLISH AND SCOTTISH POPULAR BALLADS 

Robin Hood and Guy of Gisbome 

I. What happened to Little John? 2, How did Robin Hood fare in the 
meantime? 3- What stratagem did Robin employ? 4. What characteristics 
does he show? 5. Look up whether there was ever a real outlaw named 
Robin Hood. 

Robin Hood's Death and Burial 

I. How did Robin come by his death ? 2. How was Little John notified 
that his master was dying? 3- What was the boon requested by Little John? 
Was it granted ? 4- What were the directions given by Robin for his burial ? 

The Battle of Otterbum 

I. Read the account of the battle in Froissart's Chronicles. 2. Who 
commanded the Scots, and what were their depredations? 3. What was the 
result of the conference between Percy and Douglas? 4. What request did 
the messenger bring Percy before the battle? 5» What did Percy reply? 
6. Describe the ensuing encounter. The combat between Percy and Douglas. 
I* How many men were slain on each side? 8. Is the narrative spirited? 

Captain Car or Edom o' Gordon 

I. Find out what you can concerning the historical basis of this ballad. 
2. Summarize the details of the incident related in this ballad. 

The Wife of Usher's Well 

I. What incident is related? 2. What references are made to popular 
superstitions? 3- Compare a genuine popular ballad upon the supernatural 
like this with an imitation such as, for instance, Coleridge's Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner, 

Kemp Owyne 

I. What did the wicked step-mother do? 2. What prophecy did she 
make? 3- How was the prophecy fulfilled when Kemp Owyne came to 
Craigy's sea? 

The Daemon Lover 

I. What disguise did the daemon assume? 2. How did he persuade the 
woman to accompany him? 3« What conversation passed between them on 
the ship? 4« What was the woman's fate? 

Lord Randal 

I. What question does Lord Randal's mother ask him in each stanza 
and what replies did he make? 

Sir Patrick Spens 

I. What situation is unfolded in the ballad? 2. How does the ballad 
end? 3» What qualities give the ballad its power as a piece of dramatic nar- 
rative ? 

Thomas Rymer 

I. Whom did Thomas meet? 2. Describe their journey. 3» Where did 
they rest and what was pointed out to Thomas? 4. How does the ballad end? 

5 
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Bonny Barbara Allen 

I. Why did Sir John Graeme die ? 2. How did his fate affect Barbara ? 

The Twa Sisters 

I. What did the eldest sister do and why? 2. In what way does the 
miller's son figure? The harper? 3. What structural peculiarities do you 
observe in this ballad? 

The Cruel Brother 

I. What happened to the bride and why? 2. What was the bride's 
testament ? 

Sdward 

I. What explanations does Edward make for the blood on his brand? 
2. Where does he plan to go ? 3« What questions does his mother put to him 
-ere he goes and how does he answer them? 4« Compare this ballad with 
The Cruel Brother — what have they in common ? 

General Questions 

I. Give instances of the simplicity of method used in ballads for unfold- 
ing the story. 2. Give instances to show the brusque, abrupt manner of telling 
the story. 3. Point out instances of repetition ; of use of ballad formulas. 4. 
Is there much figurative language in the ballads? 5. Are there any touches 
of sentiment or reflection in the ballads ? 



II. THE ELIZABETHAN AGE 

TRANSITIONAL POETRY 

SIR THOMAS WYATT 

The Lover for Shame-Fastness, etc. 

I. Under what figure is Love conceived? a. Where does he flee and 
why? 

The Lover Compareth His State to a Ship, etc. 

I. What figure is elaborated throughout the poem? 2. Who is the 
steersman ? 

The Lover Having Dreamed of Enjoying of His Love, etc. 

I. Why does the lover complain of his dream? 

A Renouncing of Love 

I. What consolation does the lover seek upon renouncing love? 

The Lover Beseecheth His Mistress not to Forget, etc. 

I. What is it the lover wishes his mistress to remember? 

An Earnest Suit to His Unkind Mistress, etc. 

I. What does the lover present to his mistress as worthy qualities in 
himself ? 

The Lover Complaineth the Unkindness of His Love 

I. How does the lover characterize his mistress? 2. What vengeance 
shall fall on her disdain? 3* How is the refrain varied? 

Of the Mean and Sure Estate 

I. State the theme of this poem. 2. How is the tale of the town and 
country mouse applied? 

General Questions 

(See under Surrey, page 8.) 

HENRY HOWARD, EARL OF SURREY 

Description of Spring, etc. 

I. What details of spring's renewal are introduced? 2. What alone 
is unrenewed? 

Complaint of a Lover Rebuked 

I. Show in what ways this sonnet is superior to Wyatt's on the same 
theme. 

Description and Praise of His Love Geraldine 

I. Who was Geraldine? 2. What qualities are ascribed to her? 

7 
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Complaint of the Lover Disdained 

I. Contrast the two wells mentioned in this poem and the effects they 
have wrought. 

A Complaint by Night of the Lover not Beloved 

I. How is the lovei: unlike the night? 

Vow to Love Faithfully, etc. 

I. What conditions of life does the lover challenge to prove his con- 
stancy ? 

Complaint of the Absence of Her Lover, etc. 

I. What has the lady to fear besides the danger to her lover from 
storm? 

A Praise of His Love, etc. 

I. Is the fancy of nature losing the perfect mold of a fair woman a 
convention ? 

Description of the Restless State of a Lover 

I. How is the behavior of the lover described in this poem? 2. Can 
you point out a conventional figure already noticed in the poetry of Wyatt 
and Surrey? 

The Means to Attain Happy Life 

I. What is the central thought? 2. Where has this theme been met 
with before? 

Of the Death of Sir Thomas Wyatt 

I. What virtues of Wyatt are mentioned by Surrey? 

From Virgil's ^neid 

Book II. I. What incident does Prince -^neas relate? 2. What measure is 
used here, and what was its significance in the history of English poetry ? 3. 
Does lit possess ease or majesty? 4- Compare with an extract from Shake- 
speare or Milton. 

General Questions 

I. Which seems the superior poet, Wyatt or Surrey? In what 
respects? 2. What is the dominant theme in the work of these two? 3. 
In which does Wyatt seem most sincere, his sonnets or his other lyrical 
forms? 

THOMAS SACKVILLE 

The Induction 

I. What aspect of nature is reproduced in the beginning of the poem? 
2. What significance has it emotionally? 3* What turns the poet's thoughts 
upon the mutability of human fortune? 4. Who is the first character he 
meets, and where does she lead him ? 5- What horrible shapes are portrayed ? 
6. What use is made of War's targe? 7- What sights are witnessed after 
the crossing of Acheron ? 8. By what means does Sackville make his abstrac- 
tions so vivid and impressive? 9« What seems to be Sackville's indebtedness 
to Virgil ? to Chaucer ? 10. What excellencies in his work seem to be his own ? 
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ASCHAM, LYLY, SIDNEY, HAKLUYT 

ELIZABETHAN PROSE 

ROGER ASCHAM 

From Toxophilus 

I. What is the meaning of the title? 2. What was the writer's object 
in this treatise? 3* In what points does he commend archery? 4. What 
apology does he make for writing in English ? 5. What does this show 
regarding the status of English in the eyes of the learned of Ascham's day? 
6. What do you think of Ascham's writing as a specimen of English prose 
style? 7- How does it compare with modem English? 

From The Schoolmaster 

Book I. I. Look up the circumstances that ori^nated this book. 2. What 
does the selection show regarding Ascham's opinions about the " Italianate " 
Englishmen of his time ? 

JOHN LYLY 

From Euphues and His E^land 

I. What are some of the points of character in Queen Elizabeth 
selected for praise? 2. How far do these correspond with modem views of 
this queen? 3« Cite passages which will serve as examples of the following 
features of Lyly's highly mannered style: antithesis, intricate alliteration, 
exaggerated similes, classical allusions, exact balance of ideas. 

SIR PHILIP SIDNEY 

From An Apology for Poetry 

I. What is Sidne/s answer to the question why poetry is not honored 
in England as elsewhere? 2. Are his comments on the lyric poetry of his 
own time favorable or unfavorable? 3- How far would you agree with him? 
4. What is his attitude toward the affected literary diction of his day? 5. 
What does he say about the advantages of the English language for literary 
uses? 

Astrophel and Stella 

I. Who was the Stella of the sonnets, and what was the poet's relation 
to her? 2. Read each sonnet carefully and state its theme. 3. Do you think 
that a personal sincerity shines through the courtly chivalry of the sonnets? 
4. Lamb preferred sonnets XXXI and XXXIX. Do you agree with him that 
these are the best ? 5. What is the characteristic sonnet form used by Sidney ? 
Compare with that of Wyatt and Surrey. 

Eleventh Song 

I. What is said in the dialogue between the lover and his mistress? 

Song: The Nightingale 

I. What classical legend is touched upon? 2. How does the lover con- 
trast his woe with Philomela's? 

Love Is Dead 

I. How is the fancy of Love's death elaborated? 2. What waa the 
poet's error? 

9 
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Dorus to Pomela 

I. What ingenious imagery invests the theme? 

A Ditty 

I. What lover's bargain is celebrated? 

RICHARD HAKLUYT 
Dedicatory Epistle 

I. How did Hakluyt come to a decision as to his chief aim in life? 
2. What stirred him to collect and publish accounts of English discoveries 
and colonizations? 3* What does he have to say regarding the extent of 
these expeditions? 

The Last Fight of the " Revenge " 

I. What was Lord Howard's fleet doing at the approach of the Ar- 
mada? 2. How did it happen that the Revenge was surrounded? 3. How 
long did the fight last? 4« To what plight was the Revenge finally reduced? 
5^ What did Sir Richard Grenville wish to do? 6. Why did the captain and 
master oppose him? 7. How was the matter eventually decided? 

Linschoten's Testimony 

I. What was the substance of Linschoten's testimony? 2. Compare 
it with the previous account? 3- What were the circumstances of Sir Rich- 
ard's death? 

The Loss of Sir Humphrey Gilbert 

I. In what way is Sir Humphrey Gilbert connected with the settlement 
of America? 2. Relate the circumstances of his death. 3. What impressions 
of the man's character does the account of his death give? 

A Report of Virginia 

I. What is the subject of the report? 2. What medicinal virtues are 
possessed by the herb? 3» What further uses do the Indians make of it? 

From Raleigh's Discovery of Guiana 

I. What disposition did Raleigh make of his force? 2. Where did 
his own party go and what did they see? 3« What does he say of the 
treasure in Guiana? 4« What else does he observe worthy of praise? 

Sir Francis Drake at San Domingo 

I. Describe the assault and capture of the town. 2. What was the 
incident concerning the negro boy? 

Drake in California 

I. In what manner were Drake's explorers received by the Indians? 

2. What is revealed of the dress, manners, and customs of the Indians? 

3. What did Drake do just before his departure? 

ELIZABETHAN POETRY 

EDMUND SPENSER 

The Shepherd's Calendar 

Februarie. i. What is the subject between Cuddie and Thenot in the 
opening of the poem? 2. Distinguish between the two speakers in age, char- 
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SPENSER 

acter, etc. 3* Relate the tale of the oak and the briar, and give the point of 
the story. 

October, i. What is the mood of the shepherd Cuddie ? 2. What reflec- 
tions on praise are given in the first part of the poem ? 3. What comments on 
poetry in the latter part? 4« In the Apology for Poetry, Sir Philip Sidney 
criticized Spenser's affectation of archaic language. Should you agree with 
Sidney? 5^ Look up Spenser's general plan for the Shepherd's Calendar. 

From The Faerie Queene 

Canto I. I. On what quest does the Red Cross Knight set forth? 2. Who 
accompany him? 3« Why does the Red Cross Knight seek shelter in the 
forest? 4« With what result? 5. What happens at the hermitage of Arch- 
imago? 6. Describe the abode of Morpheus. 

Canto II. I. Summarize the further adventures of the Red Cross Knight. 
* Canto III. I. What beast becomes Una's attendant ? 2. Whom does Una 
meet? 3* What thereupon happens? 4* Whom does Una next meet? 5. In 
what disguise is this person? 6. What does Una do? 7. What happens to 
her in the latter part of the canto? 

General Questions, i. How successful is the account of the Red Cross 
Knight and Lady Una as a narration? 2. Considering the poem as a moral 
allegory depicting various virtues and vices, what do the different characters 
represent and what is the general drift of the allegory? 3. Is the poem more 
interesting as a story or as an allegory? 4. Determine the metrical structure 
of the stanzas. 5- What elements impart to the verse melody and sweet- 
ness? 6. How do Spenser^s characters differ from Chaucer's? 

Amoretti 

. I. Read each sonnet carefully and state its theme. 2. Point out if you 
can any traces of Platonism in the sonnets. 3» Compare the form and spirit 
of the Amoretti with Sidney's Astrophel and Stella, 4. Look up the occasion 
that led to the writing of this series of sonnets. 

Epithalamion 

I. What does the title of the poem mean? 2. Upon what occasion was 
it written ? 3« Who are addressed in the opening stanza ? 4« Is this conven- 
tional invocation, a common practice of the older poets, pleasing? 5. What 
description of the bride does Spenser give? Is it realistic? 6. What light is 
thrown by the poem upon the ancient marriage ritual ? ?• What does Spenser 
touch upon in his invocation to Night? 8. Do delicacy and chastity charac- 
terize Spenser's treatment of the theme? 9« What use is made of classical 
allusion, and what effect does it contribute to the poem? 

Prothalamion 

I. What is the meaning of the title? 2. What circumstances led to the 
writing of this poem? 3. What imagery forms the basis of the poem? Is 
such treatment pleasing? 4. What effect is produced through closing each 
stanza with the same line? 5. What matter in the poem touches upon the 
poet's personal history? 

General Questions 

I. Point out some of the more striking descriptions in the poems. 
2. Would you agree with the belief expressed by Leigh Hunt that if Spenser 
had not been a great poet he would have been a great painter? 3. How fre- 
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quent is Spenser's use of classical mythology? 4. How frequent are allusions 
to the Bible? 5* Point out some peculiar grammatical forms and obsolete 
words. 6. Spenser deliberately sought to use old words and forms. What 
purpose would be served by such an archaic style? 7* What are the main 
qualities of Spenser's poetry? Quote or refer to passages which illustrate 
these qualities. 8. Why should Lamb have called Spenser " the poets' poet"? 

ELIZABETHAN LYRICS 

GEORGE GASCOIGNE 

A Strange Passion of a Lover 

I. What contending emotions has the lover? 2. Why does he sing? 

3. Point out examples of antithesis. 4- Is the lover's grief dignified according 
to our standard? 5* What simile does he use in two stanzas? 

SIR EDWARD DYER 

My Mind to Me a Kingdom Is 

I. What does the poet eschew in favor of the kingdom of his mind? 
2. What chiefly influences his preference? 3» Point out examples of parallel 
structure. 

SIR WALTER RALEIGH 

The Silent Lover 

I. What simile is applied in Part One? 2. What is said of the dumb 
lover in Part Two? 

His Pilgrimage 

I. How does Raleigh picture Heaven? 2. How does he emphasize 
the corruption of earth? 3. What lines prophesy the poet's actual fate? 

4. Is Raleigh a true amorist in the sense that Surrey was? 

A Vision upon This Conceit of the Faery Queen 

I. What does this poem celebrate? 2. Why did oblivion come to 
Laura, and the graces desert her? 

The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd 

I. In what respects is this a reply to The Passionate Shepherd to His 
Love, a poem commonly ascribed to Marlowe? 

The Conclusion 

I. How does Time serve us? 2. What is Raleigh's hope? 

GEORGE PEELE 

Song from Arraignment of Paris 
I. What was Cupid's curse? 

Harvestmen A-Singing 

I. To what is the sowing and reaping applied? 
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ROBERT GREENE 

Song from Farewell to Folly 

I. What ideal of life is expressed in this song? 2. Has it been met 
elsewhere in our study? 

Philomela's Ode 

I. To what does the poet accord the highest bliss in life? 2. What 
kind of love does he dispraise? 

Song from Menaphon (I) 

I. What situation is outlined in the poem? 2. Where is the pathos 

sharpest ? 

Song from Menaphon (II) 

I. What is the poet's notion of love? 2. What does he choose in its 
place? 3. Point out the conscious repetition in these stanzas. 

The Shepherd's Wife's Song 

I. In what way is the shepherd's life superior to the king's? 2. What 
does the poet say should happen because of these superiorities? 3. Discuss 
the stanzaic structure and the obvious musical devices of the song. 

ROBERT SOUTHWELL 
The Burning Babe 

I. What does the babe symbolize? 2. What does it say of itself? 
3- Is the imagery pleasing? 

SAMUEL DANIEL 
Sonnets from Delia 

I. Read each sonnet carefully and state its theme. 2. Compare the 
form and spirit of Daniel's sonnets with those of other Elizabethan sonnetteers. 

XLIX. I. What is the idea in each quatrain? 2. What two things are 
addressed in the sonnet? 3. What epithets are applied to sleep? 4. What 
thought is rounded out in the couplet? 

MICHAEL DRAYTON 
Sonnets from Idea 

I. Read each sonnet carefully and state its theme. 2. Compare the 
form and spirit of Drayton's sonnets with others of his time. 

LXI. I. State the idea in the first eight lines. 2. What picture is pre- 
sented in the next four lines? 3. What is the thought of the last two lines? 

To the Cambro-Britons 

I. What did Henry say to his men? 2. What typical Anglo-Saxon 
traits are revealed in this poem? 3. How accurate is Drayton's description 
of the battle? 4« Why have some critics regarded this as the greatest war 
poem in English? 

To the Virginian Voyage 

I. What occasion is commemorated in this poem? What ideas does the 
poet have of the new continent ? 
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CHRISTOPHER MARLOWE 

The Passionate Shepherd to His Love 

I. What pleasures does the shepherd offer his beloved? 2. Point out 
pleasing pictures of nature. 3- Note the pastoral imagery. 

Hero and Leander 

I. In what manner are Hero and Leander described? 2. Point out sev- 
eral comparisons which appeal to you as especially fine. 3. Describe the 
Temple of Venus. 4« How would you characterize Marlowe's style? 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Venus and Adonis 

I. At what time of day does the poem open? 2. Whom does Venus 
seek? 3« How does she know the hounds hold some fierce beast at bay? 
4. What spectacle strikes her with fear? 5* How does she address Death, 
the first time? The second? 6. When she views Adonis dead, what similes 
are piled up to express the closing of her eyes? 7. Do you find any sincere 
personal utterance in Venus and Adonis or is the poem mostly artifice and 
lover's rhetoric? 8. Upon the death of Adonis what does Venus prophesy in 
regard to love? 9* What became of the body of Adonis and what sprang up 
where it had been? 10. Where did Venus go? 

Sonnets 

XII. I. Is there a logical division of thought into octave and sextette? 
2. State the idea in octave and its solution or application in the sextette. 
XVIII. How does his love differ from a summer's day? XXIX. How does he 
console himself when in disgrace with fortune? XXX. In what way does he 
forget old woes? Contrast the thought structure of this sonnet with XXIX. 
XXXIII. What application does he make of the clouds upon the sun? In 
your opinion which quatrain is the most poetical? LV. How shall the mem- 
ory of his beloved endure? LX. Compare this sonnet with LV on the same 
theme. LXIV. What is his fear in this sonnet? LXV. What question does 
he ask in each quatrain and how does he answer it in the couplet? LXVI.. 
What is it that makes him wish for death ? What reflection checks his desire ? 
LXXI. Why does he wish that his beloved may forget him and his love? 
LXXIII. To what does he compare the decay of his life in each quatrain? 
Which is the most beautiful? XCVII. How does he speak of his absence 
from his love ? CVI. What were the prophecies of the old chronicles ? What 
does he say of their skill? CVII. In what other sonnets studied has this 
theme been found? CXVI. What does he say of love and time? CXXVIII.. 
Does this sonnet strike you as particularly sincere? How would you char- 
acterize it? CXXX. What does this sonnet seem to be a protest against? 

SONGS FROM THE PLAYS 

From Love's Labor's Lost 

I. Enumerate the vivid bits of description. Comment on choice of de- 
tail, a. What are the "roasted crabs"? 3. Why is the owl which usually 
accompanies gravity or melancholy introduced? 4- Suggest a word or words 
to indicate the poetic quality of the song. 

From The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
I. What virtues has Silvia? 
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From The Merchant of Venice 

I. What does " fancy " mean here ? 

From As You Like It 

I. Is this song harmonious with the atmosphere of Arden? 2, What 
sort of life does it promise in the greenwood? 

From As You Like It 

I. What is the theme of this song? 2. Why does the singer cry " This 
life is most jolly " ? 

From Much Ado 

I. What advice is given to the ladies deceived? 

From Twelfth Night 

I. What admonition is offered to young love? 

From Measure for Measure 

I. Does this song express melancholy or delight in love? 

From Cymbeline 

I. What fancy is used in connection with the sun? 2. Does the song 
sound artless or has it the ingenuity of the courtly sonnet? 

From Cymbeline 

I. What are no longer to be feared by the person whom the poet ad- 
dresses? 2. How should you state the theme of the song? 

From The Tempest 

I. Is this song suited to Ariel ? Why ? 

ENGLAND'S HELICON — VARIOUS AUTHORS 

Phyllida and Corydon 

I. Why did Phyllida hold out against Corydon? 2. Why is this a 
pastoral lyric? 

As It Fell upon a Day 

I. How does the poet compare himself to the nightingale? 2. What was 
the legend of Philomele? 

To Colin Clout 

I. What did the singer deny himself? 

Happy Shepherds, Sit and See 

I. Why does Pan prevent ill to the shepherds according to the lover? 
2. What can you say of the lover's description of Amargana ? 3. Why does he 
despair ? 

The Shepherd's Commendation of His N3niiph 

I. Point out a conventional "conceit." 2. How does he sum up her 
graces in the last stanza? 

The Herdman's Happy Life 

I. What is the theme of this song ? 2. Name the poems already studied 
which treat of the same theme. 
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A Nymph's Disdain of Love 

I. What is Dian's view of love? 2. How did women come in contact 
with love's ills ? 

Rosalind's Madrigal 

I. How is the fantasy of Cupid's tyranny carried out? 2. Why is Rosa- 
lind powerless? 

ELIZABETHAN DRAMA 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Henry IV, Part I 

Plot and Dramatic Structure, i. Make an outline of the action of the play by 
placing a brief synopsis of each scene under the following designations of the 
Acts: Act I. Hal's Waywardness, Act II. HaVs Conviviality, Act III. 
HaVs Reform. Act IV. HaVs Improvement, Act V. HaUs Glory, 2. Point 
out the threads of plot. 3. What character serves as connecting link be- 
tween them? 4. Is this connection sufficient to make a unified play? 5. Are 
the actions completed in this play or is there suggestion that the play was not 
planned to be complete in itself? 6. How far does the introduction extend? 
7. With what incident does the action of the play begin? 8. Does this play 
have a distinct ascending and descending action with the customary turning- 
point? 9. How much time is actually covered by the incidents? 10. In what 
places do the incidents occur? 

Characters. The King, i. Has he a just claim to the throne? 2. What sides 
of his character are shown in his treatment of his son? 3. What traits did he. 
manifest in treatment of the nobles who had helped him win his throne ? 

Prince Henry, i. How does he compare with his brother John? 
2. What impression does Shakespeare give of the Prince as a dissipated 
roysterer? 3. Is the influence of low companionship perceptible in his later 
career? 4. Point out some of Hal's admirable traits. 5. Does he deserve 
his final superiority over Hotspur? 6. Is his relation to Falstaff that of true 
friendship or does he use Falstaff simply as a mirth-maker? 

Henry Percy {Hotspur), i. What does his nickname suggest in regard 
to his character? 2. What is his position among the rebels? 3. In what 
respects might he be called an embodiment of the ideals of chivalry ? 4. Does 
his death jar on our sense of poetic justice? 

Falstaff, I. What are your impressions of Falstaff 's age and appear- 
ance? 2. What seems to be his social position? 3. What are his leading 
traits of character? 4. What is his view of honor? 5. What is the term 
applied to men with similar views in regard to the nobler ideals of life? 
6. Are his lies deliberate attempts at deception? 7» Is he a coward? 8. Fal- 
staff has been called the " greatest comic figure in ancient or modern litera- 
ture." 9. Give reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with this opinion. 
10. Who are some of his rivals for this distinction? 11. Is there wisdom in 
Falstaff's wit? 12. Read the account in the latter part of Henry IV, Part II 
of Falstaff's rejection by Prince Hal, when he became King, and give your 
opinion regarding the justice of his casting-off. 

Minor Characters, i. What traits does Northumberland show? Com- 
pare him with his son. 2. What part does Worcester play in the conspiracy? 
What sort of man is he? 3* What characteristics does Glendower show? 
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Is he a t3rpical Welshman? Was it Shakespeare's intention to give him a 
humorous treatment? 

General Characteristics, i. What is the central thought of this play? 2. Is 
there any lesson to be drawn from it? 3* It has been suggested that Shakes- 
peare is concerned with showing the ideals of honor held by the leading char- 
acters and their respective value. 4- Indicate these various ideals and discuss 
Talue of this interpretation. 

IDate of Composition and Sources, i. What is the date commonly assigned to 
this play ? 2. By what evidence is this date determined ? 3. What is the posi- 
tion of the play in Shakespeare's dramatic development? 4. Point out the 
sources from which Shakespeare drew his material for this play. 

Much Ado About Nothing 

Plot and Dramatic Structure, i. Make an outline of the action of the play by 
placing a brief synopsis of each scene under the following designations for the 
Acts: Act I. Claudia's Decision. Act 11. Claudia's Desire, Act III. 
Claudia's Daubt, Act IV. Claudia's Delusian. Act V. Claudia's Delight. 
2. Which is the main plot? 3. Is the underplot worked into the structure of 
the play or is it independent? 4. How far does the introduction extend? 5. 
What are the chief incidents in the ascending action ? 6. With what incident 
does the action of the play begin? 7. What are the chief incidents in the 
rising action? 8. What incident marks the turning-point? 9. What are the 
chief incidents in the falling action? 10. What are the elements of the comic 
outcome? 11. How satisfactory is the conclusion? 12. How much time is 
actually covered by the incidents? 13. What historic time is represented? 
14* In what places are the incidents represented as occurring? 
Characters. Benedick, i. Is he in love with Beatrice at first? 2. What are 
his views of women? of bachelors? 3. How sincere is he in these views at 
first ? 4« How is a change induced in him ? 5. What are the particular qual- 
ities that make him a humorous character? 6. Compare him with the Prince 
and Claudio. 

Beatrice, i. Is she at all interested in Benedick at the beginning of the 
play? 2. What seems to be the cause of her attitude toward him? 3. Do the 
two words used to describe her by Benedick in the ball scene* (Act II) aptly 
characterize her ? 4. Some critics apply to Beatrice such epithets as " a 
tartar/' " an odious woman/' " a termagant/* " a disagreeable female char- 
acter/' Are such terms deserved ? 5- What are her more substantial qualities 
of character? 6. What are the qualities of her particular type of humor? 
?• Which seems to have the better of it in the wit combats — Benedick or 
Beatrice? 8. Critics have not been willing to dismiss Benedick and Beatrice 
with the end of the play, and have surmised about the happiness of their mar- 
ried life. Express your opinion on this point. 

Claudia, i. Are your first impressions of Claudio favorable or unfavor- 
able? 2. Do they change as the play progresses? 3. Is he at all justified in 
publicly condemning Hero? 

Hera. i. Is she to be considered a weak character in marrying Claudio 
after his harsh and disloyal treatment of her ? 2. Compare her with Beatrice. 

Dan Jahn. i. What description does he give of himself and his cir- 
cumstances in the first of the play? 2. Do these tally with Don Pedro's 
description in Act V? 3. Are you satisfied with Shakespeare's disposal of 
Don John at the conclusion? 

Dagberry and Verges, i. Is Shakespeare satirizing in these characters 
the legal officials of his time? 2. What are Dogberry's chief characteristics? 
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3. Describe the probable make-up of these characters. 4. Wliat is their par- 
ticular dramatic function ? 5- Coleridge held the opinion that these two char- 
acters were " forced into the ser>-ice of the plot when any other less ingeniously 
absurd watchmen would have answered the necessities of the action." Do you 
agree in this view, or do these " twin specimens of blundering officialdom,'^ 
seem, on the other hand, to be the very sort most suited to the working out 
of the plot? 

Friar Francis, i. What are his characteristics? 2. What dramatic 
function does he fulfil? 

General Characteristics, i. Does this play possess any deeper, serious mean- 
ing? 2. If so, what is it? 3. Does it derive main interest from plot or char- 
acter? 4- Does it contain too much of a tragic element for good comedy? 
Date of Conqposition and Sources, i. What is the date commonly assigned to 
this play? 2. By what evidence is this date determined? 3. \\Tiat is the 
position of the play in Shakespeare's dramatic development ? 4. Point out the 
sources from which Shakespeare drew the material for this play. 

Hamlet 

Plot and Dramatic Structure, i. Make an outline of the action of the play by 
placing a brief synopsis of each scene under the following designations for the 
Acts: Act I. Hamlet Learns from the Ghost His Duty. Act II. Hamlet 
Plans to Discover and Disclose the King's Guilt. Act III. Hamlet is Con- 
vinced of the Guilt and His Duty. Act IV. Hamlefs Dull Revenge Spurred. 
Act V. Hamlefs Revenge. 2. In what period of history are the incidents of 
the play laid? 3- Does it seem to be an age of strong, virile qualities, or of 
sickly affectation and corruption? 4. Does this play have a sub-action? 
5- Can any scene or event be regarded as an episode? 6. How far does the 
introduction extend? 7- Show how the time, place, and circumstances of the 
opening scene of the play are adapted to put the mind in the right key for 
what is to follow. 8. With what incident does the action of the play beg^n? 
9« What are the chief incidents in the ascending action? la What incident 
marks the turning point? 11. What are the chief incidents in the falling^ 
action? 12. What are the elements of the catastrophe? 13. Show the impor- 
tance to the plot of the death of Polonius. 14. As leading up to the catas- 
trophe, note Hamlet's premonitions of a fatal issue. 15. Is the death of each 
character a righteous retribution? 16. What is the dramatic purpose of the 
Grave-diggers' Scene (V, i)? 17* Is not the coarse fooling of the clowns 
out of keeping with the tragic dignity of the play ? 18. Point out other scenes 
in the play that seem to serve a dramatic purpose similar to that of the 
Grave-diggers' Scene. 19. How much time is actually covered by the inci- 
dents? 20. In what places do they occur? 

Characters. Hamlet, i. To what degree does Hamlet dominate the play? 
Compare the common saying, " Hamlet with Hamlet left out." 2. Does Ham- 
let stand entirely alone in the play? 3. Does Ophelia's attachment sustain 
or support him in any emergency? 4- Is Horatio prominent enough to share 
the trials of the Prince? 5. Does it seem to be consistent with the plot to 
make Hamlet a solitary figure ? 6. What is Hamlet's age ? ^• Does he impress 
you as being a delicate, feeble person, or as a young man of splendid physique 
and great power and strength? 8. How do you account for the marked 
depression and world-weariness that Hamlet exhibits in his first soliloquy? 
9. How is his treatment of Ophelia to be accounted for? 10. Is the invective 
of II, I, to be regarded as directed against Ophelia personally or rather as 
against her sex? 11. Is this consistent with his tendency to generalize? 
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12. Is Hamlet's madness real or feigned? '13. What occasions urged the 
Prince to put into action his plans of vengeance? 14. Is Hamlet's alleged 
reason for not killing the King (II, 3) his real reason, or only a pretext? 
15. What are the principal traits, both superficial and hidden, of Hamlet's 
character? 16. What, in your opinion, is the weakness at the center of his 
character, from which the tragedy of his life results? 17. Can you account 
for the sympathy and interest which the whole world shows in him ? 18. Does 
the type of man represented in him seem more modem than Elizabethan? 

Ophelia, i. Is her nature a deep or a shallow one? 2. What weakness 
does she show in III, i ? 3* Discuss the cauce or causes that unbalanced the 
mind of Ophelia. 

Polonius. I. Give your idea of the character of Polonius, and account 
for Hamlet's strong aversion to him. 2. Compare his " copy book " maxims 
(I, 3) with some of Hamlet's speculations. 3. Point out some passages where 
the sententious utterances of Polonius become irony when applied to the old 
courtier himself. 4« How should the character of Polonius be acted — what 
manner of utterance, voice, walk, bearing, gestures? 

Claudius, i. Give an estimate of the King's character. 2. Consider 
his speeches, particularly the formal manner of his monologue (I, 2) ; Ham- 
let's description of him; his conduct towards the Queen, the Prince, Polonius, 
and Laertes; and his attempts at praying (III, 3). 

The Queen, i. By referring to the play for illustrations, show whether 
the Queen is dominated by ambition, hate, or love. 2. Is the cause of her 
fall either of these passions, or is it attributable to some other cause, and if 
so, what? 3. To what degree does she show complicity in the crimes com- 
mitted by the King? Is her maternal love for Hamlet entirely extinguished? 

Laertes, i. In what respects is Laertes a contrast to Hamlet? 
2. What act of Laertes (IV, 7) tends to change our opinion of him? 3. In 
what points of character and ideals is he the son of his father, Polonius? 

Fortenbras, i. In what respects is his character a contrast to that 
of Hamlet? 

Horatio, i. " Horatio is the only complete * man ' in the play — solid, 
well-knit and true; a noble, quiet nature, with that highest of all qualities, 
judgment; always sane and prompt." Discuss this comment of Lowell. 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, i. Can any distinction be drawn between 
these two characters as to their moral and intellectual worth? Does the play 
require that these figures be developed fully? 

General Characteristics, i. What seem to be the ultimate meanings or les- 
sons of this play? 2. What reasons can you give for the great popularity of 
Hamlet, 

Date of Composition and Sources, i. What is the date commonly assigned to 
this play? 2. By what evidence is this date determined? 3. What is the 
position of the play in Shakespeare's dramatic development? 4. Point out the 
sources from which Shakespeare drew his material for this play. 

The Tempest 

Plot and Dramatic Structure, i. Make an outline of the action of the play by 
placing a brief synopsis of each scene under the following designations for 
the Acts : Act I. Prosperous Plan, Act II. Prosperous Plan Progresses. Act 
III. Prosperous Peril. Act IV. Prosperous Protection. Act V. Prosperous 
Pardon and Promises. 2. How many actions or stories are to be found in 
the play? 3* Point out the relation between these various actions. 4. What 
dramatic reason for beginning the play with a storm ? 5. Where is the initial 
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incident? 6. The turning-point? 7. Is the close of the play satisfactory? 
^ How does the plot compare in compactness with other of Shakespeare's 
plays? 9. Do you detect any improbabilities or inconsistencies in the plot? 
10. Does the masque in the middle of the play carry any suggestion of a 
special occasion for which the play was written? 11. Does the masque add to 
or detract from the development of the play? 12. Does the supernatural in 
the play appear over-marvelous or ridiculous? i3« Does the brevity of The 
Tempest in comparison with other plays lend probability that some part of 
the play must have been lost? Test this theory further by seeking to find 
places where additional scenes and incidents might be introduced. 14. Can the 
island on which the incidents occur be located geographically? 15. Describe 
some features of the island — both flora and fauna. Whence did Shakespeare 
procure his details regarding the island? 16. Show how the action conforms 
closely to the unities of time and place. 

The Characters. Prospero, i. What do you learn from the play about 
Prosper© before his exile? 2. How long has he been living on the island? 

3. How has he spent his life there? 4« Why did he abdicate his throne? 

5. Does Shakespeare convey the impression that the misfortunes consequent 
upon this act were not altogether unmerited? 6. What are the cardinal traits 
of his character? 7. If the play is to be given an allegorical interpretation 
what would Prospero personify? 8. Some have thought him to be something 
of a portrait of Shakespeare himself. Discuss this view. 

Alonzo, Antonio, Sebastian, i. Distinguish between these three. 2. 
Note the differing effects upon each of the mysterious banquet in Act III, 
Scene 3. 3. In what different ways does remorse manifest itself in them? 

4. Is Prospero just to each in the distinctions he makes in pardoning them? 

Gonzalo. i. What are his chief traits of character? 2. Does he show 
some of the infirmities of old age? 

Ariel, i. What duties does he perform? 2. What are his character- 
istics? 3. What may he personify in an allegorical interpretation of the play? 

Caliban, i. Describe the appearance of Caliban. 2. What have been 
the circumstances of his past life? 3* What is his condition at present? 
4. What are some of his traits of character? 5. What may he typify? 

6. Whence did Shakespeare get the name " Caliban '* ? 7. Why should he be 
considered one of Shakespeare's masterpieces? 

Stephano, Trinculo. i. Some one has called these " drunken degenerates 
of civilization." 2. Would you accept this description? 3. Are they valuable 
in introducing an element of humor into the play? 4. Is it the humor in 
their composition or the immoral ugliness that Shakespeare emphasizes? 

Ferdinand, i. What are his leading characteristics? 

Miranda, i. What does she know of the ways of the world at the 
beginning of the play? 2. Is her character in keeping with her bringing-up? 
3. " A creature of flesh and blood, Miranda has a sweet union of womanly 
dignity and childlike simplicity in her character." Comment on this statement. 
General Characteristics, i. What seem to be the ultimate meanings or lessons 
of the play? 2. It has been called Shakespeare's farewell to the stage. 3. Is 
this term appropriate? 4. What does it indicate as to Shakespeare's mood 
in his last years? 

Date of Composition and Sources, i. What is the date commonly assigned to 
this play? 2. By what evidence is this date determined? 3. What is the 
position of the play in Shakespeare's dramatic development? 4. Point out the 
-sources from which Shakespeare drew his material for this play. 
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III. CAVALIERS AND PURITANS 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY LYRICS 

THOMAS CAMPION 

Chance and Chance 

I. What should you say is the most marked quality of these stanzas? 
2. What reflection variously expressed occurs throughout? 

Basia 

I. How is the figure of the sowing and the harvest applied? 

A Renunciation 

I. Why does the lover deny the graces of his mistress? 2. How does 
he count upon the supposed contrariness of woman? 

Sic Transit 

I. What line in this poem expresses the theme? 

BEN JONSON 
Spng to Celia 

I. What two thoughts are excited by the lover's adoration? 

Song: to Celia 

I. What is the speaker's argument? 

The Triumph to Charis 

I. To what does he compare the qualities of his lady in the last stanza ? 
2. To what extent is parallel structure used ? 3. What is meant by the " ele- 
ments' strife," line 20? 4« Which stanza possesses the highest poetic beauty? 

To the Memory of My Beloved, Master William Shakespeare 

I. In what spirit does Jonson intend not to praise Shakespeare? 2. 
What is the antecedent of " these " in line 13 ? 3« What great English poets 
does he mention by way of comparison ? 4. Does Jonson believe Shakespeare's 
fame eclipsed by the Ancients ? 5. In what " conceit " does he introduce na- 
ture? 6. What is said of Shakespeare's work as the product of nature and 
art? 7- What pun is to be found on Shakespeare's name? 8. How is Shake- 
speare conceived at the end? 9* Quote several familiar epithets applied by 
Jonson to Shakespeare and two separate lines which are often quoted. 

JOHN DONNE 
Song 

I. What cynicism is the theme of the poem? 2. Why the strange com- 
mands in the first stanza? 

The Indifferent 

I. What is characteristic of the verse structure? 2. What kind of love 
does he prescribe for himself? 3. What did Venus do when she heard him 
rail against constancy in love? 
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The Canonization 

I. Point out some of Donne's characteristic ingenuities or conceits in 
this poem. 2. What is meant by " the plaguy bill '* in line 15? How does he 
assert their love shall be canonized? 4« What invocation does he ask? 

The Dream 

I. Why did his love act wisely in waking him? 2. Is this conceit char- 
acteristic of Donne? 3. Why did he think it profane to think her an angel 
rather than herself ? 4. What fine-spun reasoning is given in the last stanza ? 

Lrove's Deity 

I. Why does he long to talk with some old lover's ghost? 2. What did 
Cupid practice in his young godhead? 3« Were some power to ungod Cupid, 
how would that affect the poet? 4« Where does his speculation carry him in 
the last stanza? 

The Funeral 

I. What function does the wreath of hair serve? 2. What final con- 
solation does he find in being buried with it? 

The Computation 

I. Explain the curious fancy in this poem. 

Forget 

I. State the thought of the octave and of the sextette. 

Death 

I. By what argument does he negate Death's power to kill? a. In what 
sense shall Death die ? 

A Hymn to God the Father 

I. What sins does he ask forgiveness for? 2. What is the last sin he 
mentions and what is his request of God? 

JOHN FLETCHER 
Love's Emblems 

I. What are love's emblems and what do they cry? 

Melancholy 

I. What sort of behavior and what environment is sweeter? 2. Has 
the movement of the verse and the use of long vowels any significance in con- 
veying the mood? 

Weep No More 

I. What is entered as a protest against weeping? 

Aspasia's Song 

I. What appealing qualities does this song possess? 

FRANCIS BEAUMONT 

On the Life of Man 

I. What transitory symbols of man's life are used? 
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Lrines on the Tombs in Westminster 
I. How does this poet sermonize here? 

GEORGE WITHER 

The Lover's Resolution 

I. What quahties or possessions of a woman does he discourse of in 
•each stanza? 2. What resolution does he inevitably make? 

WILLIAM BROWNE 

Britannia's Pastorals 

Book II, Song I. I. What is the theme of this song ? 2. From what does the 
shepherd crave sympathy ? 3. Was the dead friend an ordinary swain ? 
■Song V. I. In what respect does the style remind one of Spenser? 2. What 
can you say of the treatment of nature ? 

On the Countess Dowager of Pembroke 

I. What two graceful fancies are to be found in these stanzas? 

ROBERT HERRICK 

Corinna's Going A-Maying 

I. What does going a-maying symbolize to Herrick? a. What can be 
learned from this poem regarding May-day customs of seventeenth-century 
England? 3. What are the most obvious qualities of his verse? 

Upon Julia's Clothes 

I. Does Herrick's grace make this somewhat trivial theme worth while? 

To the Virgins to Make Much of Time 

I. What is the poet's warning? 2, Where else have we met this theme? 

To Daffodils 

I. To what are the flowers compared? 2. Show the difference in atti- 
tude to nature in the case of this poem and Wordsworth's / Wandered Lonely 
as a Cloud. 

To Music 

I. What faith has he in music's power? 

An Ode for Ben Jonson 

I. What does he praise Ben for? 2. To what degree was Herrick in- 
fluenced by Ben Jonson ? 

A Thanksgiving to God for His House 

I. What kind of life is praised by Herrick in his thanksgiving? a. Note 
the details of his house. 

Grace for a Child 

I. What is the thought of the child's grace? 2, What words used by 
the poet have different connotations for us? 

His Prayer for Absolution 

I. Of what does he wish to be absolved? 
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GEORGE HERBERT 

Virtue 

I. What three things are mentioned as destined to die? a. What alone 
endures ? 

Love 

I. Why was he reluctant to be Love's guest? a. How was he per- 
suaded ? 

The Collar 

I. Why did he rave? a. How were his ttunultuous emotions stilled? 

The Quip 

I. What worldly things attempted to entice him? a. How did he an- 
swer them? 

The World 

I. Who attacked Love's house? a. Was it razed? 3* Who replaced it? 

The Pulley 

I. What did God withhold from man and why? 

General Questions 

I. Point out if you can any influence of Donne in Herbert's work, 
a. With what are his themes concerned? 3* Name his chief qualities as a 
poet. 

THOMAS CAREW 

Song 

I. Enumerate the conceits in the various stanzas. 2. Compare this song 
with Herbert's songs. 

Song 

I. Do you see in this poem the reason for Carew's being classed as one 
of the " Sons of Ben " ? 

Persuasions to Joy 

I. What are the persuasions to joy? 

The Protestation 

I. How does he enforce his constancy? 

Ingrateful Beauty Threatened 

I. What has he given Celia? 2. How does he threaten her? 

An Epitaph 

I. What conceit on Cupid does he draw because of the youthful dead? 
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SIR WILLIAM DAVENANT 

Song 

I. What was the lark's mistake? a. Why does the lover wonder at the 
seaman and the plowman? 

EDMUND WALLER 

Story of Phoebus and Daphne Applied 

I. How does he compare the adventures of Thyrsis and Phoebus? 

To Phillis 

I. What is familiar to you in the theme? 

On a Girdle 

X. What fanciful reflection is drawn? 

Go Lovely Rose 

I. What is the rose instructed to tell the lady? 2. Why is the rose 
required to die? 

SIR JOHN SUCKLING 

A Doubt of Martyrdom 

I. With what is Suckling's speculation about Elysium concerned? 

The Constant Lover 

I. In what respect is the lover constant? 

Why So Pale and Wan? 

!• Why is this a saucy lyric? 

RICHARD CRASHAW 

In the Holy Nativity 

I. To whom is the chorus of shepherds addressed and what do they 
request of Tityrus and Thyrsis ? 2. What sights do these shepherds behold ? 
3. Point out far-fetched Donnesque conceits. 

SIR JOHN DENHAM 

Cooper's Hill 

I. What are the blessings bestowed by the Thames? 2, What measure 
is gracefully handled in this poem? 

On Mr. Abraham Cowley's Death and Burial 

I. In what respect does he compare Cowley to the poets mentioned? 
2. How did he compare the borrowings of Cowley and Ben Jonson ? 3. What 
is Cowley's attitude toward fancy and judgment in poetry ? 
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RICHARD LOVELACE 

To Lucasta Going to the Wars 

I. What kind of inconstancy is he guilty of ? 

To Althea from Prison 

I. Under what conditions does he know liberty? 2. To what does he 
claim superior liberty in each case? 3« What is the condition of his liberty 
in prison ? 

The Rose 

I. What is the flower asked to adorn? a. Why does it desert her 

tresses ? 

To Lucasta 

I. What does he say of Lucasta's moods? 

ABRAHAM COWLEY 
The Swallow 

I. Why does he upbraid the bird? 

The Wish 

I. What does he long for? 2. What is his only fear? 

ANDREW MARVEL 
The Garden 

I. To what is the garden preferable? 2. What legends associated with 
a tree and reed does he refer to? 3« What fruits are found in the garden? 
4. What does he say of the soul in the garden? 5. To what happy place is 
the garden likened? 6. How is time reckoned in the garden? 

To His Coy Mistress 

I. How were coyness not a crime? 2. What is his prophecy in regard 
to her ? 3« Taking his prophecy as a text, what does he preach ? 

HENRY VAUGHAN 
The Retreat 

I. Why does he wish to move "by backward steps"? Do you know 
of any probable influence exerted by this poem on a great nineteenth century 
ode? 

The World 

I. What types of men does the poet see in his vision of the world in the 
light of eternity? 2. Are they good or evil? 3« What proportion preferred 
dark night to Eternity's light? 4« Explain the meaning of line 60. 

Departed Friends 

I. What similes are applied to the memory of his friends? 2. How 
does he picture his friends in their new abode? 3« How does he apostrophize 
Death? 4. What is his prayer to the Father? 
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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY PROSE 

FRANCIS BACON 
I. Of Truth 

I. Does Bacon place all lies in the same class? Illustrate. 2. What 
did Montaigne say concerning a lie ? 

V. Of Adversity 

I. What contrasts between prosperity and adversity does Bacon sug- 
gest ? 2. Note that this essay was written after the author's disgrace and ruin. 

VII. Of Parents and Children 

I. To what thoughts does Bacon give expression concerning the rela- 
tion of parents and children? 2. To what extent does he think parents should 
choose vocations for their children? 

VIII. Of Marriage and Single Life 

I. What are the advantages and disadvantages of single life? 2. Of 
married life? 3« Give Bacon's comparison. 4. Do you agree with him? 
Why or why not? 

* XI. Of Great Place 

I. What demands does high office make on the holder of it? 2. What 
advantages does it offer? 3. What practical advice does Bacon give about 
the discharge of one's official duties? 4« Show how the essay may be auto- 
biographical. 

X. Of Love 

I. What is the spirit of this essay? 2. Memorize the last sentence. 

XII. Of Boldness 

I. What does Bacon mean by boldness? 2. How far is it an advantage 
in business? 3. Explain the application made of Mahomet's miracle. 

XVII. Of Superstition 

I. Why is superstition dangerous? 2. Memorize and explain the next 
to the last sentence. 

XXIII. Of Wisdom for a Man's Self 

I. Why does Bacon say that self is a poor center for man's actions? 

XXV. Of Dispatch 

I. Give the requirements of true dispatch. 

XXVI. Of Seeming Wise 

I. Characterize the worldly wise man. 

* XXVII. Of Friendship 

I. What are the principal fruits of friendship? Is Bacon's view of 
friendship an acceptable one? 
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XXVIII. Of Expense 

I- On what principle does Bacon think expenses should be regulated? 

XXXII. Of Discourse 

I. What does this essay suggest about the elements of good conversa- 
tion? 2. How does satire affect it? 3* In what way may a man commend 
himself ? 

XXXIV. Of Riches 

I. Catalogue the good and bad ways of obtaining riches, a. Which 
ways does Bacon seem to approve? 3- What was his attitude toward riches 
as revealed by his life? 

XLII. Of Youth and Age 

I. What contrasts are made between youth and age? What character- 
istics should they have in common? 

XLVII. Of Negotiating 

I. What instructions does Bacon give for the management of our fel- 
low men? a. In what ways would his advice be valuable to a modern busi- 
ness man? 

L. Of Studies 

I. What is the purpose of studies? 2. How should they be conducted? 

3. Into what three classes does he divide books? Illustrate each class by 
several well-known modern works. 4« In which of these classes would 
Bacon's Essays be placed? 5« What do such subjects as history, mathematics, 
etc., do for a man? 6. What are the relative values of reading, conference, 
and writing? 

General Questions 

I. What appears to have been Bacon's conception of the character and 
purpose of the essay? 2. Compare his essays with those of Montaigne. 3. 
What is Bacon's point of view as a moralist? 4. Emerson has called the 
essays of Bacon " a little bible of earthly wisdom." Is this characteriza- 
tion of the subject matter and tone deserved? s« What do the essays reveal 
about the character of Bacon? From his quotations and allusions, how ex- 
tensive does his reading seem to have been? 6. Illustrate some of the more 
striking features of his prose style, such as conciseness, striking imagery, use 
of obscure Latin derivatives, etc. 

SIR THOMAS BROWNE 

From Religio Medici 

Part First, i. Upon what grounds does Browne claim to be a Christian? 
2. Does he seem to be of the older or newer type of religion in his day? 3. 
What does he have to say about differences of opinion separating Christians? 

4. What about different types of reformations? 5. What is his attitude to- 
ward the Church of England? 6. What towards disputes in religion? 7, 
Look up the general attitude of England on this matter in Browne's day, and 
compare his with it. 8. What does he say about " keeping the road " in 
divinity? 9« What does he say about faith as the mode of approach to the 
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mysteries of religion? lo. What is the other bible from which he says he 
draws his religion? ii. What is his attitude toward death? 12. Why is 
fame after death not to be desired ? 13- Why should not length of days be 
prayed for? 

Part Second, i. What are the characteristics of charity? 2, What does 
Browne say is the sweetest revenge? 3- What is his attitude toward pride 
and conceit? 4- Toward marriage? 5* Effect of music? 6. What was his 
attitude as a physician toward humanity? 

Hydriotaphia : Urn Burial 

I. With what is the subject-matter of this essay concerned? 2. What 
is the first reason given why we should not attempt to extend our memories 
by monuments? 3. To what ancients does he allude to show the folly of 
trying to hire oblivion ? 4. What ancient doctrines of immortality are touched 
upon? 5. How have men striven to perpetuate their names in heaven? 

6. What does Browne say of Christian immortality? 7* What reflections 
discouraging vainglorious attempts at perpetuity appeal to you most? 8. Do 
you find any thoughts which appear to you as curious or fantastic? 9. Indi- 
cate passages especially distinguished by felicity of expression. 

IZAAK WALTON 
The Complete Angler 

♦Chapter I. i. Where does the meeting between the three sportsmen take 
place? 2, What is the special sport to which each is attached? 3« What 
leads to the discussion of the respective merits of these different sports? 
4- What claims does each devotee make for his particular pastime? 
Chapter IV. i. What observations does Piscator make upon the habits of 
the trout? 2. What leads up to the milkmaid's singing her song to Piscator 
and Venator? 3« Which is the more interesting in this chapter, the instruc- 
tions about fishing or the passages descriptive of country scenes? 

THOMAS FULLER 

The Life of Sir Francis Drake 

From The Holy State, Bk. II, Ch. XXII. i. How did Drake come to be a 
pirate? Describe his experience at Nombre de Dios. 2. Trace his voyage 
around the world. 3« Who first performed this feat? 4. How was the ship 
got off the shoal? 5« Quote passages to show that Drake was a natural 
leader of men. 6. What seem to be the main traits of Drake's character? 

7. Fuller is noted for his witty observations. Point out several in this 
selection. 

JEREMY TAYLOR 

The Faith and Patience of the Saints 

From a Sermon Preached at Golden Grove, i. What is the corner-stone of 
the Christian religion? 2. According to Taylor what are the chief Christian 
precepts? 3« Describe in detail the trial of Christianity. 4. Make an outline 
of this sermon. 5. Indicate passages of vivid imagery. 

* From Holy Dying, Chap. I, Sec. i and ii. 

I. Under what imagery does Taylor set forth the vanity and shortness of 
man's life in section i? 2. What does he say in section ii should be the effect 
of this condition in men's living? 
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PURITANISM IN PROSE 

JOHN BUNYAN 

From The Pilgrim's Progress 

I. What is an allegory? Give several examples. 2. Who were the 
three Shining Ones? 3. Why should Christian lose his roll and have to go 
back after it ? 4. What discouragements did Christian have before he reached 
the Palace Beautiful? Who entertained him in this palace? With what 
discourse? 5. What did he expect to see on Mount Zion? 6. Why did he 
not take his wife and children with him? Does he do right? 7. Who was 
the Lord of the Hill? 8. What terror did Christian meet in the Valley of 
Humiliation? Why did he not turn back? Describe the fight. Does the 
victory seem natural? 9. What are the main characteristics of Bunyan's 
manner of writing? Illustrate from this selection. 10. Does The Pilgrim's 
Progress now make its chief appeal to the religious sense or to literary appre- 
ciation? II. Compare a character in The Pilgrim's Progress with some 
similar character in Spenser's The Faerie Queene, Which is the most dis- 
tinctly drawn? 12. Do the same with a description of nature. 13* How does 
Bunyan use the Bible? 

PURITANISM IN POETRY 

JOHN MILTON 

Ode on Christ's Nativity 

I. At what period in Milton's life was this poem written? 2. What 
introductory topics are presented in the first four stanzas? 3. What fancy 
in regard to nature does the first part of the hymn proper give? 4. Who is 
presented as the harbinger of Christ's coming? 5. By what means was 
announcement made of his coming? 6. What new idea is introduced in 
stanza 13, and what connection does it have with the preceding portion? 
7. What does the latter part of the poem suggest in regard to the far-reach- 
ing influences of Christ's coming? 8. Does the poem deal too little with the 
events of the nativity itself? 9. Where in the poem does the poet seem to be 
writing in deep earnestness and where is he dealing lightly with a pleasant 
fancy ? 

On Shakespeare 

I. What phase of Shakespeare's genius is emphasized? 2. The poem 
contains at least one immortal line. Which is it? 3. Give reasons why this 
tribute on the part of Milton should have special interest. 4. How old was 
Milton when he wrote it? 

L* Allegro and II Penseroso 

I. Each of the poems describes a period of about twelve hours. Com- 
pare them in this respect, pointing out the stages covered by each. 2, What 
kinds of pleasures are balanced against one another in the two poems? 3. To- 
wards which would a man of Milton's temperament incline? 4. Are the two 
poems such diametric opposites as they are commonly thought to be? 
5' Point out some of the striking descriptions of nature in both poems. 6. Is 
Milton in his observation and recording of nature as close and accurate as 
Wordsworth? 7. Does he attempt any spiritual interpretation of nature? 
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8. Make a special study of the aptness of Milton's adjectives in the descrip- 
tions. 9. Justify by examples Macaulay*s statement, " Every epithet is a 
text for a canto." 10. Which of the two poems affords the deeper and 
the truer insight into the soul of the man, John Milton? Why? 11. Analyze 
and compare the metrical form of the two poems. 

Lycidas 

I. What occasion called forth this poem? 2. What references in the 
poem to the circumstances of Lycidas's death? 3. What passage refers par- 
ticularly to Milton's companionship with Lycidas at college? 4. What does 
the poem show about Milton's poetic ideals ? 5. What about his attitude toward 
fame ? 6. What regarding his feeling towards the clergy of his time ? 7. Do 
the passages in which Milton gives his views on these last three matters seem 
digressive or has Milton managed to harmonize them with his main theme? 
8. In what thought at the close of the poem does Milton find relief from his 
sorrow? 9« This poem is classified as a pastoral elegy. Explain these terms 
and show their applicability to the poem. 10. Does the poem seem an expres- 
sion of deep personal grief or merely a tribute of respect? 11. What qualities 
does the poem have to make it so generally admired? 12. Tennyson once said 
that Lycidas was a " touchstone of poetic taste," that is, a good test of 
feeling for what is peculiarly called poetry. Test your own appreciation of 
poetry by seeing in what respects the poem appeals to you. 

Sonnets 

On His Having Arrived at the Age of Twenty-three, i. What is the subject 
of the first eight lines of this sonnet? 2. What thought is developed in the 
last six lines? 

When the Assault Was Intended to the City. i. What situation called forth 
this sonnet? 2. What does Milton say of the reward the poet can give the 
military leader? 3» What is his idea of the power of the poet to divert dis- 
aster as seen in his reference to Pindar? 4. Does the sonnet show an exalted 
conception of the poet's function? 

To a Virtuous Young Lady. i. What is the leading thought of this sonnet? 
On the Detraction Which Followed Upon My Writing Certain Treatises. 
I. What were the "certain treatises"? 2. What does Milton say about them? 
3. Why should Sir John Cheke be addressed in this connection? 
On the Same. i. What does Milton give as his purpose in writing these 
treatises ? 

To the Lord General Cromwell, i. Does the poet characterize Cromwell, or 
does he simply appeal to him to meet a certain situation ? 2. What references 
to Cromwell's military successes? 

On the Late Massacre in Piedmont, i. What was the occasion of this son- 
net? 2. What is the leading thought? 3* With what passage in Lycidas 
may it be compared as an example of Milton's moral earnestness? 
On His Blindness, i. Look up the circumstances leading to Milton's blind- 
ness. 2. What does this poem show in regard to his attitude toward bodily 
afflictions? 3. Explain carefully the last line of this sonnet. 
To Cyriack Skinner, i. What does Milton say about his blindness ? 2. Com- 
pare the mood of this sonnet with that shown in On His Blindness, 3. Which 
is the more touching, and why? 

On His Deceased Wife. i. Of which one of Milton's wives was this sonnet 
written? 2. What experience does the poet relate? 3. Explain the meaning 
of " Her face was veiled." 
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Paradise Lost 

Book I. I. What statement of the subject of the whole poem is given? 

2. What is assigned as the primary cause of the fall of man? 3. Under 
what circumstances is Satan presented to us in lines 50-282? 4. What does 
Satan proceed to do in lines 283-330? 5. Describe the host of the Fallen 
Angels and their leaders as presented in lines 331-567. 6. Recount Satan's 
review of his host and the substance of his address to them in lines 567^662. 
7. Describe the building of Pandemonium, lines 663-751. 8. What attitude 
toward Satan does the poet take? g. What characteristics other than the 
conventional ones does he assign to Satan? 10. Study the characterization 
of Beelzebub. 11. Bring together details of Milton's picture of Hell. 
12. What departures has he made from the conventional details? 

From Book II. i. Describe the opening of the consultation, a. Show the 
speeches of Beelzebub, Mammon, to be character revealing. 3. Study the con- 
struction and value of each speech as argument. 4« Whose plan is finally 
approved by the council? 5. Who undertakes to carry it out? 6.. Describe 
the close of the council. 7. Show how the different phases of Milton's edu- 
cation and the various experiences of his life prepared him for the writing 
of a great epic poem. 8. Under what circumstances was the poem finally 
written ? 

Tractate on Education 

I. To whom was this article addressed? a. What is Milton's idea of 
the object of education? 3. What mistakes does he see in the education of 
his day? 4« What means and devices does he urge for carrying out this 
object? Comment on Milton's ideas. 

Prom Areopagitica 

I. Look up an explanation of the title. Note that Milton's purpose was 
not an oration but a printed address for the attention of Parliament. 2. With 
what general subject was he dealing? (The part upon which questions are 
given forms the conclusion.) What does Milton say of England's destiny? 

3. What effect upon her development has the obduracy of the clergy had? 

4. What opportunity had the Church at this time ? 5. What does Milton claim 
sects and schisms are a sign of? 6. What are his reasons for this view? 

7. Through the simile of the besieged city, what is Milton trying to illustrate? 

8. At what point in the address does Milton evidently endeavor to placate his 
readers? 9* What opinion does he cite from Lord Brook? 10. With what 
reasons for hearing those who differ from us does Milton support this cita- 
tion. II. Quote the strong passage about truth among many doctrines. 

12. What reflection of the religious struggles of the time does Milton give? 

13. What point does Milton make about suppressing the suppressors? 
i4« How satisfactory is the law already passed in regard to the publication of 
books? IS* What hint does Milton make about the proposed measure being 
instigated by the booksellers? 16. With what praise of Parliament does the 
address end? 17. Lowell calls the Areopagitica "an impassioned harangue 
of a supremely eloquent man." Cite passages illustrative of Milton's elo- 
quence. 18. What can you say of Milton's sentences? Of his diction? 

General Questions 

I. Is Milton more effective when he is praising or when he is denounc- 
ing ? 2. Wordsworth called Milton's sonnets, " soul-animating strains — alas, 
too few," and Dr. Samuel Johnson in speaking of them said, " Milton, Madam, 
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was a genius that could cut Colossus from a rock but could not carve heads 
upon cherry stones." Which opinion was right? 3. Which form of the 
sonnet did Milton use? 4« Point out notable similes. 5. Indicate some pass- 
ages of especial harmony of language. 6. Note Milton's frequent use of geo- 
graphical names. 7. What peculiarities of Milton's style interfere with easy 
reading? 8. Illustrate from the poem what Lowell means by the statement, 
" There are no such vistas and avenues of verse as his. In reading Paradise 
Lost one has a feeling of spaciousness such as no other poet gives." 9. What 
are the requirements of an epic? Does Paradise Lost fulfil them? 10. Com- 
ment on Milton's power over blank verse. Give some examples of character- 
istic Miltonian phrases, n. What had already been done in a literary way 
with the material chosen by Milton for his epic? 



33 



IV. THE AGE OF CLASSICISM 

BEGINNING OF CLASSICISM 

JOHN DRYDEN 
Heroic Stanzas 

I. What prominent traits of Cromweirs character are mentioned? 

From Astrea Redux 

I. Who is celebrated in this poem? 2, What were the historic cir- 
cumstances? 3» Reconcile the ideas expressed in this poem with those of 
Heroic Stanzas, 

From Absalom and Achitophel 

I. To what class of poetry does Absalom and Achitophel belong? 

2. Name some other great poems that belong to the same class. 3. Why 
should this kind of poetry be the most perishable? 4« What qualities must 
it have in order to endure ? 5. Look up the Biblical incident taken by Dryden 
as the basis for the poem. 6. Interpret characters, incidents, and places in 
the light of the history of Dryden's day. 

The Hind and the Panther 

I. What was the poet's purpose in this poem? 2. Interpret its allegory* 

Alexander's Feast 

I. What was the immediate occasion for this poem? 2. With what 
scene does the poem open ? 3. What different kinds of music does Timotheus 
play and what is the effect of each upon the King? 4, How does the poem 
justify its sub-title? 5. How is the poem in the last stanza adapted to the 
specific occasion for which it was written? 6. The poem has been called 
nothing more than a rhetorical masterpiece. Is this a just criticism? 

An Essay of Dramatic Poesy 

I. Under what circumstances did the four persons who figure in this 
discussion of poetry meet? 2. What is Lisideius' definition of a play? 

3. How did some writers of Dryden's age improve poesy? 4. What are the 
three unities? 5» Discuss each in relation to the drama. 6. Contrast and 
compare the characteristics of the modern drama and the Grecian. 7. What 
were Aristotle's divisions of a play? 8. What was Dryden's opinion of 
Shakespeare? 9* Of the contemporaries of Shakespeare? 10. Give in your 
own words the fundamental principles of criticism that are expressed in this 
essay. 

General Questions 

I. Comment has often been made upon the intellectuality of Dryden's 
poetry. Is such an impression justified? 2. "His satire," writes Lowell, "is 
not so sly as Chaucer's, but it is distinguished by the same good-nature. 
There is no malice in it." Is this statement true? 3» Illustrate the incisive- 
ness and directness of Dryden's style which Lounsbury had in mind in speaks 
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ing of him as, " Dryden, who thought clearly and wrote forcibly, who knew 
always what he had to say and then said it with a directness and power." 
4. What did Scott mean by his statement, " He first showed that the English 
language was capable of uniting smoothness and strength"? 

CLASSICAL PROSE AND VERSE 

DANIEL DEFOE 

From The True Born Englishman 

I. Look up the occasion that led to the writing of this poem. a. Why 
does Defoe claim there is no such thing as a true born Englishman ? 3. What 
does he say about pride in ancestry? 4? What is your opinion of Defoe's 
ability as a poet? 

The Shortest Way with Dissenters 

I. Who were the dissenters? 2. What does Defoe advocate as the 
"shortest way" with them? 3« On which side did Defoe's sympathies lie? 

4. What was the effect of this piece of writing upon Defoe's fortunes? 

5. Compare Defoe's satire with Swift's. 

Preface to The Review 

I. Describe the character and purpose of The Review. 2. How fre- 
quently was it issued? 3. What does Defoe say about his attitude toward 
elegance of style? 4. Are his statements borne out by his writings? 

The Education of Women 

I. What are Defoe's views upon the education of women? 2. How 
do those differ from the views generally held in the England of his day upon 
this subject? 

General Questions 

I. Of Defoe it has been said that he writes like a man of business 
rather than an artist. Is this a fair criticism? 

JONATHAN SWIFT 

From A Tale of a Tub 

I. Give the meaning of the title and explain its applicability. 2. What 
do the three brothers represent? 3. What is the significance of the coats? 
4. What is Swift satirizing in the excuses for wearing shoulder knots, the 
large continent purchased by Peter, the whispering office, the insurance 
office, the universal pickle, the set of bulls, nailing up the cellar door, calling 
bread mutton, etc ? 5- Does A Tale of a Tub tend to cast suspicion upon the 
religious sincerity and earnestness of the author? 6. In what ways does it 
seem to deserve its great reputation as a satire? 

A Meditation upon a Broomstick 

I. What was Swift parodying in this piece? 2. What parallels does 
he draw between the broomstick and man? 

A Modest Proposal, etc. 

I. What are the details of Swift's proposal? 2. What does his account 
suggest of the conditions among the Irish peasantry in Swift's time? 3. How 
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had he become aware of these conditions ? 4* Was it Swift's purpose to write 
a heartless piece of ridicule or to arouse sympathy for the poor of Ireland? 

* From Gulliver's Travels 

The Voyage to Lilliput. i. What is Gulliver's account of himself and family ? 
2. What were his first inducements to travel? 3» How did he manage to 
survive the shipwreck and reach Lilliput? 4« Describe Gulliver's treatment 
while a prisoner in Lilliput. s» What was found in his pockets when they 
were searched? 6. Upon what conditions did Gulliver obtain his liberty? 
7. What methods has Swift used in telling the story to make it realistic? 
S. Can you discover any mistake as to the proportions of things in Lilliput? 
9. What is Swift satirizing when he writes of the diversions of the court of 
Lilliput? 10. At what time in Swift's life was Gulliver's Travels written? 
Had there been anything in his life to make him bitter towards courts, 
parties, etc.? n. Point out the qualities in the book that would appeal to 
children; those that would delight older readers. 
General Questions 

I. What are some of the characteristics of Swift's style? a. Com- 
pare him as a satirist with Addison. 3» Was there a need of Swift's brutal 
method in the political and social conditions of his day? 

RICHARD STEELE 
From The Tatler 

No. I. The Advertisement, i. What is learned from this essay about fre- 
quency of publication, origin of name, price, purpose, etc., of The Tatler f 
No. 181. A Recollection, i. What is the subject of this essay? 2. Is the 
incident drawn from Steele's life? 3» How is the incident made pathetic? 
4. Compare this paper of Steele's with Addison's meditations in Westminster 
Abbey (The Spectator, No. 26). 5. Which writer makes death more impress- 
ive to us? 

From The Spectator 

No. 2. The Club. i. What is Sir Roger's most marked trait? 2. What 
eccentricities of character does he show? Do his eccentricities add to or 
detract from our interest in him? 3« Note the hints of English country life 
contained in this sketch of Sir Roger. 4. In the characterization of the 
Templar what is suggested in regard to the views of the law held by different 
people in England? s« Criticise Sir Andrew Freeport's views on commerce 
and war, comparing them with modern views. 6. What quaintness is there 
in the character of Captain Sentry? 7. How are you impressed by his views 
on the duty of pushing one's self forward? 8. Compare Will Honeycomb 
with the others and explain the propriety of having him in the group. 
9. Contrast all the other members of the club with Sir Roger, showing how 
all serve as foils to him. 10. In what respects would such a collection of 
characters afford an excellent field for the Spectator's favorite pastime — 
observation ? 

No. 6. Sir Roger on Men of Parts, i. Explain what is meant by the word 
" parts." 2. What by the phrase " abuse of the understanding." 3« Give 
in your own words Sir Roger's views as to why " only men of fine parts 
should be hanged," and criticise his opinion. 4. Criticise also these state- 
ments : " The affectation of being gay and in fashion has very near eaten up 
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our good sense and our religion/* and " Nothing should be held laudable or 
becoming but what nature itself prompts us to think so." 
No. 113. Sir Roger in Love. i. Compare Sir Roger's own description of his 
youth with that given by the Spectator in No, 2. The Club. 2. What impres- 
sions do you get of the widow? 3» What has been the effect of this love 
affair upon Sir Roger's life and character? 

No. 454. A Day in London, i. What contrasts in London life are brought 
out? 2. Study this paper carefully for the light it throws on the social life 
of the time. 

General Questions 

(See below under Addison, page 38.) 

JOSEPH ADDISON 

From The Spectator 

No. I. The Spectator, i. What impressions of the Spectator's character are 
given? 2, Study this as a self-drawn picture of Addison himself. 3- By 
what means does this paper arouse the interest of the reader in subsequent 
numbers? 4. In what ways does it suggest that The Spectator will differ 
from The Tatlerf 

No. 10. Aims of The Spectator, i. What is told about the purpose of The 
Spectator? 2. What in regard to its popularity? 3« To what classes does 
Addison particularly address himself in recommending the paper, and upon 
what grounds? 

No. 26. Westminster Abbey, i. To what thoughts does the visit to West- 
minster give rise in the mind of the writer? 2. What are his opinions upon 
the epitaphs on the tombs? 

No. 81. Party Patches, i. What does this paper show regarding party spirit 
in the eighteenth century? 2, What does Addison aim to accomplish by this 
discussion of party spirit? 
No. 98. The Hcad-Drcss. i. What tendencies of fashion are satirized? 

2. Upon what grounds does he base his appeal for less artificialty ? 

No. 112. A Coimtry Sunday, i. What social value does the Spectator find in 
Sunday? 2. What characteristics of Sir Roger are seen in this paper? 

3. Criticise the statement of the last paragraph, comparing it with present 
times. 4. What information does this paper furnish in regard to eighteenth 
century life, especially in connection with religious conditions? 

No. 122. Sir Roger at the Assizes, i. How does the theme of the opening 
paragraph apply to the subject of this paper? 2. Indicate humorous touches 
in the account of the dispute and Sir Roger's decision. 3- What is the special 
value of the " odd incident " related at the close ? 

No. 131. Town and Country, i. Are the various speculations about the 
mysterious Stranger typical still of country life? 2. Explain the meaning 
of the Spectator's statement, "get in the crowd to be alone." 3. Show how 
Will Honeycomb's letter is characteristic of the writer. 
No. 159. The Vision of Mirza. i. Interpret the allegory, pointing out the 
significance of the leading details. 2. Is the style of this paper different from 
that of the others? If so, account for the fact. 

No. 253. Detraction Among Poets, i. What comments are made regarding 
literary criticism ? Are they well taken ? 2. What seems to have been Addi- 
son's attitude toward other literary men of his time? 3. Was this the usual 
attitude? Compare with Pope. 
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No. 335, Sir Roger at the Play, i. Indicate all the details that bring out Sir 
Roger's personality. 2. Sketch briefly Captain Sentry as shown here. 
3- What light does the paper show on the difference between country and city 
manners of that time? Upon educational ideas? 

No. 454. A Day in London, i. What contrasts in the life of London are 
brought out? 2. Study this paper carefully for the light it throws on the 
times. 

No. 517. The Death of Sir Roger, i. Why is it fitting that the butler should 
tell of Sir Roger's death ? 2. Show how Sir Roger's last days are entirely con- 
sistent with his character as before given. 3. In what way is Sir Roger's 
will characteristic? 4. What has made readers feel in this and in all other 
papers dealing with Sir Roger such a personal friendship for him and a 
personal loss in his death? 

General Questions 

I. Judging by their respective papers, what seem to be some of the 
differences in the characters of the two men, Addison and Steele? 2. Com- 
pare their literary styles. 3. Addison's style has been much extolled. 
4. What are some of its specific merits? 5. Is it really superior to Steele's? 

6. What is the character of the satire in the essays of Steele and Addison? 
Which of the two men seems to have had the more humanity and sympathy? 

7. In what respects do The De Coverley Papers possess the elements of a 
novel? 8. What seems to have been the moral value of The Tatler and The 
Spectator to their age ? 9« What impressions of the life of that time do they 
give modern readers? 

ALEXANDER POPE 

An Essay on Criticism 

I. In Part One what does Pope allege are some of the characteristics 
of the poor critics of his time? 2. What does he say is the basis of sound 
criticism? 3« What writers of antiquity does he think are deserving of 
special study? 4« What causes are enumerated in Part Two as hindering 
a true judgment in criticism? 5. Would it be worth while for a literary 
critic of the present time to keep any of these in mind? 6. Does Pope speak 
more of thought or of expression? 7. Do his precepts seem obvious or com- 
monplace ? 8. What does he mean by the terms " nature," " order," " wit " ? 
9. Could his ideas regarding literary criticism have been expressed to equal 
advantage in prose? 10. Point out several familiar quotations. 

The Rape of the Lock 

I. Upon what incident was this poem based? "2, Give a summary of 
the main plot of the story. 3. Are there any episodes not necessary to the 
main story? 4- Show that each canto constitutes a definite unit and that the 
five cantos indicate the five logical divisions of the story. 5. Describe the 
hero and the heroine. 6. What other human characters are there in the 
story? 7* Are the characters vividly drawn? Are they true to life? 

8. What part do the sylphs, sprites, gnomes, and salamanders play in the 
story? 9« These spirits were an after-thought with Pope, the earlier version 
of the poem being without them. Does their introduction add to the effective- 
ness of the poem? 10. The account of the game of ombre is another later 
addition. Does it add to the poem or not? 11. What inferences can be made 
in regard to features of the social life of the early eighteenth century, such 
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as topics of fashionable conversation, dress, manners, character of women, 
character of men, political life, etc.? 12. In the sub-title. Pope called this 
poem " An Heroi-Comical Poem," which is equivalent to the modern expres- 
sion "mock heroic." Explain the meaning of this term and show how it is 
appropriate to this poem. 13. Discuss some of the devices by which Pope 
secures his humorous effects, such as anti-climax, burlesque, etc. i4« Point 
out several familiar quotations. 15. What qualities would tend to make this 
poem so highly regarded? 16. Discuss the poem as a reflection of the char- 
acter of Pope. 

From Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot 

I. What does Pope sav regarding his precocity as a poet? 2. About 
his physical condition? 3. About the nature of his early poems? 4. Regard- 
ing his attitude toward criticism? 5- How true is this last statement? 
6. What is Pope's attitude toward his fellow writers? 7. Study carefully his 
famous satire of Addison under the name ** Atticus." 8. Is it fair to Addison ? 
9. What was the cause of Pope's dislike of Addison? 

General Questions 

I. What subjects does Pope choose for his poem? 2. Is subject-matter 
or form his chief interest in his work? 3. What accounts for the fact that 
Pope, next to Shakespeare, is the most quoted writer in English? 4. Why 
should Pope's name be so distinguished in English literature? 

EARLY POETRY OF THE ROMANTIC REACTION 

JAMES THOMSON 
From The Seasons 

From Summer, i. What details are given regarding the coming of evening? 

2. What characters are introduced into the scene and what do they do? 

3. What details are given of the deepening of evening into night ? 

From Autunm. i. What details are given regarding the autumn woods? 
2. In what mood does the poet like to walk in them and what does he enjoy 
in them? 3- What details are given of the moonrise? 4- What can you say 
of the faithfulness of this description? 

From Winter, i. What details are given of the appearance of nature in the 
snow? 2. What details of animal and bird life are introduced? 3. What is 
told about the " swain disastered " ? 

Creneral. i. Point out some specific indications that Thomson was a close 
observer of nature. 2. What details might be cited as illustrative of Thom- 
son's power of presenting the common so that it seems uncommon? 3. What 
qualities made this poem for many years one of the most popular in the 
language? 4« Why is it not still popular? 5. Does the diction impress you 
as conventional? 6. Compare Thomson with some of his contemporaries as 
a maker of felicitous phrases. 7. What metre has been used in this poem? 

A H3niin 

I. What varied manifestation of the Almighty Father does the round 
of the seasons give? 2. Is man impressed by this manifestation as he should 
be? 3» What aspects of nature are called upon by the poet to join in a 
hymn of praise? 
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The Castle of Indolence 

Book L I. What was the location and the surroundings of the Castle of 
Indolence? 2. What was characteristic of the interior and its furnishings? 
3. Make a special study of the tapestries and their designs. 4. What was the 
nature of the music? 5- Have all these details been skillfully selected to 
produce a single impression in the description? 6. Compare this description 
with that of the House of Morpheus in Spenser's The Faerie Queene, Book I, 
7. In what points of style and metre is the poem imitative of Spenser? 

General Questions 

I. In what respects does Thomson in his poetry seem the pioneer of a 
new literary movement? 2. When he deals li^-ith human life is he as successful 
as when he deals with nature? 3- Justify Dr. Samuel Johnson's statement: 
" Thomson had as much of the poet about him as most writers. Everything 
appeared to him through the medium of his favorite pursuit He could not 
have viewed those two candles burning but with a poetical eye." 

MINOR POETS— YOUNG TO CHATTERTON 

EDWARD YOUNG 

From Night Thoughts 

I. How does the poet apostrophize Sleep? Xight? Silence and Dark- 
ness? 2. Characterize his view of our earthly life. 3- ^^^lat is his complaint 
of man? 4- Does the poet's despondency seem to arise from any particular 
afBiction? 5- Does his despondency extend to the future life? 

JOHN GAY 

From the Shepherd's Muse 

I. Describe the awakening of Bowzybeus. 2. Of what does he sing? 

ROBERT BLAIR 
From The Grave 

I. What is said of the schoolboy in the churchyard? 2. What details 
are given in the passage about the world 's being one vast grave ? 3- What is 
said about the death of a good man? Compare Blair's somber view of life 
with Young's. 

JOHN DYER 
Grongar Hill 

I. What view does the poet survey from Grongar Hill? 2. What 
thoughts about life does the scene arouse? 3- Does Dyer use simpler lan- 
guage than the other poets of this period? 4. Point out similarity between 
this poem and Milton's L' Allegro. 

WILLIAM SHENSTONE 

From The Schoolmistress 

I. Describe the school and the schoolmistress. 2. What is said of the 
pupils? 3. Is the effect produced by Shenstone's application of Spenserian 
verse and diction to so humble a subject enjoyably humorous? 4. Compare 
this picture of a school with that in Goldsmith's The Deserted Village, 
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MARK AKENSIDE 

From Pleasures of the Imagination 

I. What is said of the tendency of the " high-born soul " to rise to the 
highest things? 2. What does the poet say in his tribute to the dales of Tyre? 

3. What evidences of Miltonic influence can be found in this selection? 

A Song from Shakespeare's Cymbeline. 

I. For the event commemorated in this song see Cymbeline, Act IV, 
Scene 2. 2. What shall gather about Fidele's tomb? 3» What shall avoid it? 

4. Under what circumstances will she be remembered and how long mourned? 

WILLIAM COLLINS 

Ode 

" How Sleep the Brave," etc. i. Consult a history of England to find out what 
important battles occurred in 1745, and determine which might have been the 
occasion for this poem. 2. Note that the poem has no suggestion of a funeral 
march ; neither is there any noise of the trumpet or drum suggested. In what 
way, then, is it suited to its purpose? 3. Are the personifications, — Spring, 
Fancy, Honor, Freedom, — vivid and pleasing? 

Ode to Evening 

I. The poem is divided into four parts as follows: (i) Stanzas 1-5, 
(2) stanzas 6-7, (3) stanzas 8-10, (4) stanzas 11-13. Trace the develop- 
ment of the poet's thought through these four divisions. 2. Point out good 
descriptive passages. 3. Is the poet endeavoring to give detailed observations 
of nature or is he only mentioning such as harmonize with his mood of pen- 
sive dreaming? 4« Compare Collins' descriptions of evening with that of 
Gray in the Elegy. Which do you prefer and why? 5. It has been said of 
this poem that " nowhere is there a discordant note, a too glowing tint." 
Does this seem to be true? 6. Can the influence of any previous poet be 
detected in this poem? 

Ode to Simplicity 

I. From the invocation (stanzas i-S), describe the nature, dress, habits, 
and office of the nymph Simplicity. 2. Explain carefully the allusions in 
stanzas 3 and 4. 3. In the fourth stanza what idea is developed in regard to 
the character of the national life that is most conducive to high poetic achieve- 
ment? 4. What personal aspirations does the poet express in the concluding 
two stanzas? 

The Passions 

I. Many readers give attention to the grand group of the passions and 
fail to note that the entire poem develops a thought in regard to music. What 
is this thought? 2. Show how in portraying the passions Collins makes the 
sound of the words imitate various musical effects. 3« Has Collins portrayed 
the various passions as embodiments of the feeling represented, or are they 
merely beings under the sway of some preeminent feeling? For example, 
the pure abstraction fear would not feel fear, but it would inspire fear. How 
is it with Collins' representation of this and the other passions? 4. Which 
of the passions is best portrayed? 
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THOMAS WHARTON 

The Grave of King Arthur 

I. What scene is described? 2. What legend about King Arthur does 
the minstrel embody in his song? 3. How does the poem reveal Wharton as 
one of the romantic pioneers? 

Sonnets 

Written in a Blank Leaf of Dugdale's Monasticon. i. What reflections -about 

this old book does the poet indulge in? 

Written at Stonehenge. i. What various views about the origin of the Stone- 

henge ruins does the poet give? 

THOMAS CHATTERTON 

Bristowe Tragedie 

I. Relate the story of the death of Sir Charles Bawdin. 2. Compare 
Chatterton's alleged archaic English with that found in some of the earlier 
English poems. 

From JElisL 

Mynstrelle's Songe. i. Who makes this lament? 2. What is the theme of 
the song ? 3. Illustrate from it what has been termed Chatterton's " charm- 
ing wilderness of imagination." Compare this song with that of Ophelia in 
Hamlet (Act IV, Scene 5). 4« Professor Beers speaks of the best quality in 
Chatterton's verse as being its " unexpectedness, — sudden epithets or whole 
lines, of a wild and artless sweetness." Illustrate from the poems read. 

THOMAS GRAY 

Sonnet on the Death of Mr. Richatd West 

I. What is the thought in this sonnet? 2. In the preface to Lyrical 
Ballads, Wordsworth criticizes the language of this sonnet as an example of 
the vicious " poetic diction " of the eighteenth century, and asserts that the 
only lines in the poem that have naturalness of expression are the sixth, 
seventh, eighth, thirteenth, and fourteenth. Detect, if possible, the difference 
in style between these lines and the rest of the poem. 4. Note that this poem 
has the distinction of being one of the few sonnets since the sonnets of Milton. 

Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College 

I. What are the details of the scene described? 2. What are the poet's 
reflections in the presence of this scene? 3» Look up the painful occurrences 
in the author's life that were recent and determine whether these may account 
for the somber coloring of these reflections. 4. Show Gray's fondness for 
personifications. 5. Indicate instances where the phrasing of the poem is far 
removed from simplicity and naturalness. 

Hymn to Adversity 

I. What attributes are ascribed to adversity in the first stanza? 

2. What relation between adversity and virtue are suggested in the second? 

3. Is this relation a true one? 4. What qualities does adversity remove from 
life and what qualities does it give to it? 5« What does the poet desire for 
himself in the last two stanzas? 
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Elegy in a Country Churchyard 

I. What details in regard to the time, place, etc., are given in lines 1-12 ? 
2, What details of the lives of the villagers are recalled in lines 13-28? 3. 
What is the subject of the poet's meditations in lines 29-44? 4. What medi- 
tations in lines 45-56? 5. In lines 57-72 what moral advantages of the 
humble lot of the villagers are mentioned? 6, In lines 73-92, what instinct 
of human nature is mentioned in connection with the crude tombstones of 
the churchyard? 7. In the remainder of the poem, the poet addressing him- 
self, fancies what the world will say of him when he lies in the church- 
yard. What will it be? 8. What epitaph will be placed on his tomb- 
stone? 9. From what you know of Gray's life and character, does he 
seem to be referring directly to himself in this latter part of the poem? 10. 
What qualities does the Elegy have that give it a place in the affection 
not only of scholars and lovers of fine poetry but also of the common people? 

The Progress of Poetry 

I. The subject of the first section of the poem is the powers and charms 
of poetry. Under the image of the stream in the first stanza how many dif- 
ferent kinds of poetry has Gray suggested? 2, What function is ascribed 
to poetry in the second and third stanzas ? 3. The second section of the poem 
is concerned with the history of poetry outside of England. What origin for 
poetry is suggested in the fourth stanza? 4- What is said in the fifth stanza 
about the extent of the poetic faculty among the races of mankind ? 5. Under 
what conditions does poetry flourish? 6. What nations notable for their 
poetry are mentioned in the sixth stanza? 7. Why did the spirit of poetry 
eventually desert them? 8. Whence did it go? 9. The third section of the 
poem deals with poetry in England. What great poets of English literature 
are presented? 10. How accurate is Gray's characterization of them? 11. 
Why is this poem called a Pindaric ode? 

The Bard 

I. Find the description of the speaker of the opening lines in I, 2. 
2. What curse does he pronounce on Edward I in I, i ? 3. What effect is 
produced upon Edward's followers ? 4. What is added to the curse in I, 2, as 
an explanation of its cause? 5. How is this further emphasized in I, 3? 6. 
Note that the speakers who join with the Bard in II, i, 2, 3, and III, i, first 
four lines are described at the close of I, 3. They disappear in III, i, and 
leave the Bard alone. What prophecies have been made in this part of the 
poem respecting Edward II, Edward III, the Black Prince, Richard II, Henry 
VI, Richard III, Henry Tudor? 7. In III, 2, which describes a vision granted 
to the Bard alone, what period of English history is represented, and how is 
the picture of England in this time a contrast to that previously given in the 
poem ? 8. In III, 3, the Bard has a vision of the poetry of this period. What 
three great English poets appear to him? 

The Fatal Sisters 

I. What is the dramatic situation? 2. What incident is the poem con- 
nected with? 3. Wherein is it distinctly romantic? 

General Questions 

I. Trace through the poems of Gray a gradual transition from classicism 
to romanticism. 2. Show traces of the influence of Milton on Gray's work. 
3« What characteristics of the style of Gray's poems make them somewhat 
difficult to read? 
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PROSE OF THE LATER EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

SAMUEL JOHNSON 

The Life of Addison 

I. What does Johnson say regarding Addison's youth and education? 
2. When and in what way did Addison first exhibit his power in English po- 
etry ? 3« What is said about his trip abroad and his accounts of foreign parts ? 
4. What poem secured for Addison political preferment after his return to 
England? 5« Give the account of the fotmding of The Spectator, 6. What 
was its purpose? 7. What was the state of journalism in England previous 
to its publication? 8. What part did Addison have in the Sir Roger de 
Coverley Papers? 9. What event marked the climax of Addison's reputation ? 
10. Why was Addison unable to write the message to Hanover giving informa- 
tion that the throne was vacant? 11. Describe Addison's love-making and 
marriage. 

12. What event marked the climax of Addison's political career? 13. 
What literary ambitions were left unfinished at the time of his death? 14. 
Give the details of the political dispute that marked the close of Addison's 
life, and show from it the close connection between, writers and politics in 
those days. i5» What was Addison's dying message to Lord Warwick? 16. 
In what spirit was this message sent? 17. Summarize the main characteristics 
of Addison as depicted in this essay, and, if possible, compare it with 
Macaulay's essay on the same subject. 18. Johnson's manner of writing in a 
heavy Latinized style is often made ftm of under the nickname " Johnsonese." 
Is this essay in that style? 

Letters 

I. What circumstances gave rise to the letter to Lord Chesterfield? 2. 
What characteristics of Johnson does the letter exhibit? 3. Point out parts 
in which the satire is particularly keen. 4. What occasioned the letter to 
Macpherson? 5. What does it sho.w regarding Johnson's character? 6. 
What does the letter to Dr. Taylor tell of Johnson's condition in his last 
days? 7. Of his religious feelings and attitude toward death? 

From The Vanity of Human Wishes 

I. What propositions in regard to life are expressed in the opening 
lines of this poem? 2. Who was Wolsey, and what point does Johnson seek 
to enforce by his career ? 3. Look up the career of " Swedish Charles." 
What point does Johnson seek to enforce by his career? 4. What lines in 
this passage have-become household words ? 5. In these two characterizations 
has Johnson succeeded in painting men or types? 6. What question is asked 
in the last part of the poem, and how is it answered by the poet? 7. Cite 
instances of the abstractness of the diction in this poem. 8. Is the use of such 
subject-matter for a poem a case of what Matthew Arnold calls the "mis- 
taken poetical practice " of the eighteenth-century poets ? 

General Questions 

I. When Johnson's writings are so little read at the present time, what 
is it that keeps his name prominent in English literature? 2. Comment on 
Birrell's statement, " The characteristics of Johnson's prose style are colossal 
good sense, thorough good humor, vigorous language, and a movement from 
point to point which can only be compared to the measured tread of a well- 
drilled company of soldiers." 
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BOSWELL, BURKE, GIBBON 

JAMES BOSWELL 

From The Life of Johnson 

I. Give Bosweirs account of his introduction to Dr. Johnson, a. What 
do you gather from the selections read regarding Dr. Johnson's personal 
appearance and dress? 3- His habits and tricks of manner? 4. His preju- 
dices? 5- His friends? 6, His conversation? 7. His benevolences? 8. His 
religious views? 9. His attitude toward other literary men? 10. His literary 
works? II. His critical discernment? 12. What is the prevailing picture left 
from reading BoswelFs account — is it merely that of a man of extraordinary 
eccentricity both of behavior and of opinion? 13. Comment is frequently 
made that Johnson was a typical Englishman, as for instance in the statement, 
*' We instinctively recognize this compound (i.e., of the qualities possessed by 
Johnson) as the ancestral type of our race and are drawn to it." Discuss 
this view. 14- What are your impressions of the personality of Boswell? 
i5« For what reasons should his Life of Johnson be given such praise as " the 
best biography in any language " ? 

EDMUND BURKE 

From The Speech for Conciliation with the Colonies 

I. If the circumstances of the delivery of this famous speech are not 
already familiar, they should be looked up. A good account may be found 
in Fiske, The War of Independence, pp. 58-64, 69-70. 2. What six character- 
istics of the Americans does Burke cite in proving that the use of force upon 
the Colonies is inexpedient? 3. What three reasons does he give why the 
colonists should be conciliated? 4. In showing that the colonists should be 
conciliated by complying with their spirit as necessary, what three possible 
methods does Burke consider? 5. Why are the first two of these rejected, and 
why is the third advocated? 6. By what arguments does Burke endeavor to 
show that the colonies should be conciliated by admitting them to an interest 
in the English constitution? 7. Burke is remarkable for felicitous phrases 
that stick in the memory. Collect several of such phrases. 8. Is his style 
bookish or conversational? 9. Is it stately and rhythmical, or quick and 
nervous? 10. What are some of the qualities that give Burke^s style its 
clearness? 11. Burke is often criticized for his profuse, sometimes excessive, 
imagery. Does this seem justified? 12. Show how this address illustrates 
what was true of Burke's work, namely, that he tried to introduce into politics 
high conceptions of moral principles. 13. Why should Burke's orations have 
been so little successful at the time of their delivery? 

EDWARD GIBBON 

From The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 

The Fall of Constantinople, i. How did Mahomet first attempt to take the 
city? 2. What devices of the Turks .were frustrated by the Greeks? 3. 
Describe the action of the belated Genoese ships. 4« What bold plan of Ma- 
homet finally succeeded in taking the city? 5- Describe the final assault. 
6. What became of Constantine? 7- How did Justinian conduct himself? 
8. What happened to the city and its inhabitants after the Turks entered? 9- 
What does Gibbon most deplore in the depredations of the conquerors? 10. 
Judging from this extract do you think Gibbon shows a great amount of 
sympathy with human struggle? n. Illustrate the march and rhythm of 
Gibbon's style. 
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LATER POETRY OF THE ROMANTIC REACTION 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH 

Song 

I. What is the subject of this poem? 2. What is the poet's solution of 
the problem? 

The Deserted Village 

I. Although the poem is not divided into stanzas, the indentions show 
clearly the component parts of the poem, as for example, lines 1-34, 35-50, 
etc. Each of these should be summarized in a sentence. 2. These smaller 
divisions can be grouped under three sections: (i) lines 1-236, (2) lines 
237-302, and (3) 303-430. For what does each of these stand in the develop- 
ment of the poem? 3. What causes have produced the changes in the village 
of Auburn ? Is Goldsmith right or wrong in his economic theories ? 4. What 
does he think of emigration? Is he right or wrong in his view about this? 
5- What light on the social conditions of the England of Goldsmith's time does 
the poem give? 6. What details of village life are presented? 7. In the por- 
trayal of village characters, which one interested you most and why? 8. 
Why should these descriptions be so highly esteemed? 9. Taking the poem 
as a whole, do you value it most for its political economy or its value as an 
historical document or its descriptions of village life and character? 10. 
What qualities in the poem show the influence of the romantic movement? 
What the influence of the classical school? 

From Retaliation 

I. What circumstances gave rise to the writing of this poem? 2. Look 
up why the poem is unfinished. 3. How well does Goldsmith hit off Burke 
and Garrick? 4« It will be interesting to read the entire poem and see how 
well other members of the notable circle in which Goldsmith moved are 
satirized. Note also the references the poet makes to himself and determine 
how true they are. 

WILLIAM COWPER 

From Olney Hymns 

Walking With God, Gen. v. 24. i. What is the poet's feeling about his re- 
ligious life? 2. How shall he seek peace? 3. What other well-known hymns 
did Cowper write? 

From Table Talk 

I. What complaint of the poetry of his time does Cowper make? 2. 
How successful in practice has the attempt to combine religion and poetry 
been? 

The Task 

Book IV. I. Look up the significance of the title with reference to the origin 
of the poem. 2. Find out the designations given by the author to the six 
parts of the poem. 

3. What is the subject of the opening description? 4. What is the 
poet's attitude toward winter in the address to winter that follows? 5. What 
comparison does he make between the rural amusements of a winter evening 
and the more fashionable amusements at such a time? 6. What is the sub- 
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stante of the address to evening, lines 165-188? 7« Note the description of 
the snowfall at night. 8. Give in your own words the description of the 
wagoner. Give the details of the picture of a poor family. 9. Describe 
the rural thief. 10. What impressions do you get of the public house of the 
time? II. What does Cpwper say about the farmer's daughter as she was 
and is? 12. What are the closing thoughts of the book regarding country 
life? 13. Does this book seem to have a regular plan? 14. In what ways 
does it evidence the poet's religious tendency? 15. How natural are the 
descriptions of Nature and country life? 16. In this connection, explain what 
Byron's phrase " the quiet of a loving eye " signifies with regard to Cowper. 
17. Compare The Task with the poetry of Pope or Johnson and point out dif- 
ferences in subject, manner, and temper. 

On the Receipt of My Mother's Picture 

I. What circumstances gave rise to this poem? 2. How old was 
Cowper when it was written? 3. What was his age when his mother died? 

4. What details of the poet's childhood are introduced? 5« Would the poem 
have been better without them? 6. Give reasons for your answer. ?• What 
characteristics of his mother does he recall? 8. Explain what lies wrapped 
up in Cowper's statement, " Life has passed with me roughly," etc. 9* Cow- 
per has been called " our highest master in simple pathos." Explain this 
statement in the light of this poem. 10. In what ways does the poem show 
Cowper's religious tendencies? 

Sonnet to Mrs. Unwin 

I. What does this poem record . regarding the friendship between the 
poet and Mrs. Unwin? 

The Castaway 

I. What does this poem show regarding Cowper's own melancholy con- 
dition ? 

On The Loss of the Royal George 

I. What circumstances gave rise to this poem? 2. What details refer 
directly to the incident? 3« Note the simplicity of the language of the poem. 

GEORGE CRABBE 
The Village 

Book I. I. What has been the poetic attitude toward country life in the past ? 
2. What is to be Crabbe's ideal in his poetry? 3. How is his method illus- 
trated in the description of the cottage? 4. Give the details of the picture. 

5. What is the character of the people and the mode of their living in the 
village ? 6. Describe the " hoary swain " and give an account of his view of 
life. 7« Give the detail of the picture of the poor-house. 8. What are the 
characteristics of the parish doctor? of the priest? 9. Comment on the real- 
ism of the burial scene. 10. Does Crabbe's realism incline towards pessimism ? 

WILLIAM BLAKE 
To Spring 

I. What is the image used to represent spring? 2, Is the image appro- 
priate? 3* What would be appropriate corresponding images to represent the 
other seasons? 4. What is the image used to represent England? 5. What 
is the theme of the poem? 
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To the Muses 

I. What is Blake's view of the poetry of his day? Discuss the char- 
acterization. 2. Comment on the meaning of lines 15-16. 

Mad Song 

I. Who is speaking? 2. In what respects is the subject-matter of the 
poem in keeping with madness? 3. Does the author succeed fully in making 
real the mood of madness? 4- If so, what type of madness? 

The Piper 

I. State definitely the action of the piper throughout the poem. 2. Is 
there a hidden significance in the fact that he first pipes, then sings, then 
writes ? 3- Is the poem essentially for children, or simply about the child and 
for mature people? 

The Shepherd 

I. What is the theme of the poem? 2. In what respects is the poem a 
" Song of Innocence " ? 

The Little Black Boy 

I. What is the real theme of this poem? 2. In what respects is the 
poem a " Song of Innocence '* ? 3« Are the words really the words of a boy 
or of a man? 4» What is Blake's idea of the relation of soul and body? 5. 
Does Blake mean to indicate that the implied prophecy in the last two stanzas 
will be fulfilled on this earth or after death? 6. Discuss the interpretaticwi 
of the poem in the light that the sun means love and the emotional life, that 
the body means the intellectual r«alm, and that the soul means the imaginative 
realm. 

Cradle Song (from Songs of Innocence) 
Cradle Song (from Songs of Experience) 

I. Are these poems really cradle sings? 2. What is the difference in 
the characters of the two mothers who sing in these two poems? 3. Is the 
contrast between the two babes due to a real difference in the babes, to a 
difference in the characters of the two mothers, or to a difference in the 
poet's view-point? 3. Which poem reveals the most mother-love? 4. Which 
poem do you consider the truest to infant life? Why? 5. Show in what 
respects one poem is a song of innocence and the other a song of experience. 
6. Is the diction suitable for cradle songs? 

A Dream 

I. Would you call the poem a lyric of love, of sympathy, of reflection, 
of fancy, of nature, or of some other predominating quality? 2. Show all the 
ways in which the predominating quality enters into the poem. 3. What are 
the advantages or disadvantages of making the poem the result of a dream? 
4. Does the emmet in the darkness, the crying of its children, and the light of 
the glow-worm typify man in intellectual darkness lighted on his way by 
flashes of imagination, or is making such an interpretation reading into the 
poem things not intended by the author? 

The Divine Image 

I. What is the theme of this poem? 2. What is the meaning of the 
third stanza? 3. What is the author's belief regarding the "human form 
divine"? 4. What hints does he give regarding his belief of the nature of 
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God? 5- How does this poem differ and how does it agree with the spirit 
and manner of the other Songs of Innocence studied? 

The Chimney Sweeper 

I. What is the theme of the poem? 2. What is the injustice done the 
chimney sweeper? 3« What is the effect of including the statement that the 
father and the mother have gone to the church to pray? 4« In what does the 
tragedy of the poem consist? 5. Is the chimney sweeper more than merely 
a child covered with soot ? Does he represent the imaginative and intellectual 
life of man bound and clothed in the sooty garments of conventions and dog- 
mas? 6. Point out the qualities that make this poem a Song of Experience. 

The Clod and the Pebble 

I. How does the poem bring out the principle " that everything can be 
seen in a good or an evil aspect, yet its individuality remain the same"? 
2. In what sense is the statement of the clod correct? the statement of the 
pebble? 3« Discuss the appropriateness of saying that the first stanza was 
sung by a clod trodden by cattle feet, and that the third stanza was warbled 
by a pebble of the brook. 4. Discuss the balanced structure of the poem. 

The Tiger 

I. What lines express the theme of this poem? 2. What characteristic 
of the tiger most impresses the poet? 3« What characteristic of Blake as an 
engraver is revealed in this poem? 4. Discuss the effectiveness with which 
Blake unites in his poem his admiration for the symmetry of the form of the 
tiger and his lack of understanding of the maker of the fearful nature of the 
tiger. 5. In what sense is the poem a study of God as the maker of both 
good and evil? If you think that Blake intended for the tiger to represent 
the fierce, burning, human passions, interpret the poem in this light. 

Ah, Sunflower 

I. What is the picture presented by this poem? 2. What is the mood 
of the author? 3. Is the poem expressive merely of fancy, or of some deeper 
feeling or thought? If the latter, what is this thought? May it be the 
doctrine that the curbing of desire is sin ? 

Nurse's Song 

I. In what sense is this poem a song? 2. What is the mood of the 
nurse? 3« In what sense is the poem a song of experience? 

A Little Boy Lost 

I. State clearly the story without any interpretation. 2, What lines 
express the charge against the little boy? 3« If a mystical interpretation of 
the poem should be attempted, is the " holy mystery " dogmas and conven- 
tions, and does its power last only so long as it is not questioned by " reason," 
and is reason in this case the uncurbed emotional life? 4. In what respects 
is this poem a song of experience? 

From Milton 

I. What hints does the author give of England's past? 2. What reso- 
lution does he make for the future? 3- Is he optimistic or pessimistic? 4- 
The poem is from one of Blake's mystical prophetic books. The mystical 
element must be found by a study of the entire book. But with line 10 as a 
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key and with a knowledge of the preceding poems, the mystical meaning of 
the selection may be discovered. 

General Questions 

I. What romantic characteristics are illustrated by the foregoing poems ? 
2. What mystical doctrines of Blake are discovered in the selections? 3» 
What general differences may be noted between the Songs of Innocence and 
the Songs of Experience? 4« What characteristics of Blake as an artist are 
noted ? 

ROBERT BURNS 

Song: Mary Morison 

I. What is known of Bums' relations with Ellison Begbie, the girl 
for whom this song was written? 2. What does the poem reveal of their 
love affair? 3« What characteristics of Burns as a man are revealed by it? 
4- Is the emotion expressed sincere or exaggerated ? 5» Does the author show 
an understanding of woman's nature? 6. What elements of a successful love 
song does the poem possess? 7. Point out places where the Scotch dialect 
adds to the music of the poem. 

Song : My Nanie, O 

I. What characteristics of the speaker are revealed? 2, Do these 
characteristics belong to Burns as a man? 3. What is told of the character 
of Nanie? 4. In what respects is the poem a successful rustic song? 5, 
Contrast the mood of this poem with that of Mary Morison, 6. Which mood 
is Burns the more successful in portraying? 

Song: Green Grow the Rashes 

I. What is the chief difference between this poem as a love song and 
the preceding two poems? 2. What is the mood of the author? 3. Is the 
emotion sincere? 4- What prevents some of the really conventional thoughts 
in the poem from seeming conventional? 5- Burns once said that there were 
two classes of young, the grave and the merry, and that this song would 
" enable anybody to determine which of the classes I belong to." What does 
the song show about his temperament? 

From Lines to John Lapraik 

I. What stanza might be called the poetic creed of Burns? 2, Dis- 
cuss the extent to which Burns adhered to this creed and the extent to which 
the world's great poets have followed or not followed this creed? 3. What 
evidences are there in the poem that Burns was sincerely unconscious of his 
real power as a poet? 4« What evidences are there that he thought he had 
some spark of genius? 5» Does Burns mean to express a contempt for learn- 
ing itself or only for learning used to hide a lack of natural ability? 6. 
Would a college education have helped Burns? 7. What is the ideal of 
poetry as expressed in this selection? 

To a Mouse 

I. Discuss the poem as an illustration of the sympathy of Burns, a. 
Also as an illustration of the power of Burns to make common subjects the 
proper material for poetry. 3. What does it show about the democracy of 
Burns? 4« Do the last two stanzas add to or detract from the effectiveness 
of the poem? 
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The Cotter's Saturday Night 

I. What is the setting of the poem as to time and as to place? a. Who 
tells the story? 3. Summarize the action of the story. 4- Discuss the poem 
as a reflection of the scenery, customs, and people of Burns' country. 5« How 
has Burns succeeded in making an interesting story out of events entirely 
commonplace? To what extent does it reflect the life in the boyhood home of 
Burns? 6. Name the characters mentioned as making up the family circle. 
7. Characterize those whom the author distinctly mentions. 8. Was Burns 
sincere in writing the stanza beginning at line 82? 9. Does this stanza in- 
dicate that Burns was a better man than- some of his acts indicate ? 10. In 
what does Scotia's grandeur lie? 11. Notice that Burns in some stanzas uses 
the Scotch dialect and in other stanzas he does not. What principle does he 
follow in making the difference? 12. At least one critic says that this poem 
should be studied as a lyric ; other critics vary in calling it a descriptive poem, 
a pastoral, or an idyll. Discuss the basis for each opinion. Which opinion 
in your judgment is the nearest correct? 13. What connection does this poem 
bear to Goldsmith's The Deserted Village f 

* To the Unco' Guid 

I. What class of people does Burns have in mind as the " unco' guid " ? 

2. What is the basis of his appeal for judging the faults of others charitably? 

3. Should Burns' life be judged in this spirit? 

* To a Mountain Daisy 

I. What circumstances give rise to this poem? 2. Of what does the 
uprooted daisy become the symbol to the poet? 

Address to the Diel 

I. What attitude towards the devil does the speaker take? 2. What 
characteristics are given the devil? 3. Are any characteristics assigned to 
him except the conventional ones ? 4. Of the devil's deeds mentioned in the 
poem, which did Burns derive from country superstition and which from the 
Bible? 5* Would it be in keeping with the nature of Burns to have an ex- 
perience such as that described in lines 37-48? 6. Discuss the significance 
of lines 79-84. ?• Is there any real indignation on the part of Burns against 
Satan's temptation of Adam and Eve and his persecution of Job? 8. What 
do the last two stanzas reveal of Bums' character? 9. Is the mood of the 
poem humorous, witty, satirical, or reckless? lo. Do you consider the poem 
trivial? If not, point out qualities of merit. 

A Bard's Epitaph 

I. What is the moral of this poem? 2. Has Burns here justly analyzed 
the failure of his own life? 3. Is he asking for sympathy? 4. In connection 
with this poem read Wordsworth's At the Grave of Burns, 

Of A' the Airts the Wind Can Blaw 

I. This poem was written just after Burns' marriage to Jean Armour 
when she was staying at his mother's while he was preparing their future at 
Ellisland, a little distance to the east. In what way does the poem reveal 
these circumstances? 2. The last two stanzas are not by Burns. Are they 
inferior to the others? 

Go Fetch to Me a Pint of Wine 

I. What is the situation that is described in this poem? 
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Auld Lang Syne 

I. What does the phrase '* auld lang syne " mean ? a. What is the 
sentiment of the poem? 3« The first stanza is the one most generally known. 
Which of the succeeding stanzas seem to be of nearly equal worth? 

John Anderson My Jo 

I. Who is speaking in the poem ? 2. What is the point of the poem ? 3. 
Is a love poem of this age in life common? 

Tarn Glen 

I. Of whom does the girl who speaks in the poem seek advice and 
upon what point? 2. How does Tam Glen compare with her other suitors? 
3. Why does the girl feel that fate has decreed that she shall marry him? 

To Mary in Heaven 

I. Who was the Mary to whom this poem is addressed? 2. Under what 
circumstances was it written? 3. To what pledge made on the banks of the 
Ayr does the poet refer? 4. How does the last stanza give pathetic expres- 
sion to the poet's grief? 5. Compare this poem with Highland Mary, 

Tam O'Shanter 

I. Where is the scene of this poem laid? 2. Who was the original of 
the character, Tam 0*Shanter? 3« Was there a basis of fact for any other 
parts of the poem? 4. In what condition was Tam when he started home? 
5. What kind of night was it? 6. What uncanny spots did he pass, and what 
effect did they have upon him? 7. What did Tam see at Kirk-Alloway? 8. 
What was the effect of his exclamation of approval of Nannie's dancing? 
9. What was the outcome of the adventure for Tam and for Maggie, his 
horse? 10. What is the moral drawn by the poet? 11. What does the poem 
suggest as to the superstitiousness of the Scotch? 12. Point out passages of 
vivid description. 13. In what does the humor of the poem lie? 14. Many 
regard this as Burns' greatest poem. Do you agree? 

Willie Brewed a Peck o' Maut 

I. What swaggering dare is made in this poem? 

A Winter Night 

I. What thoughts arise in the poet's mind on a winter night? 2. How 
does the poem show Burns' kinship with nature and breadth of sympathy? 

Highland Mary 

I. When Burns sent this song to a publisher, he wrote, " The subject 
of the song is one of the most interesting passages of my youthful days." To 
whom does the poem refer? What does it relate about her? 2. Compare 
this poem with To Mary in Heaven, written three years before. 

Bonnie Doon 

I. Who is the speaker? Note that it is not the poet himself. 2. What 
mood is the speaker in? 3. Of what does the song of the bird remind the 
speaker ? 

I^uncan Gray 

I. Relate the story told in this poem. 
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Scots Wha Hae 

I. Who is the supposed speaker of these lines? 2. Upon what occa- 
sion? 3. What qualities make this poem fitting to be the national song of 
Scotland? 4. What great French song does it resemble in power? 

A Man's a Man for A' That 

I. Bums spoke of this poem as " no song . . . but two or three pretty 
good prose thoughts put into rime/' What are these thoughts? 2. Would 
it have been as forcible to express them in prose ? 3« Compare the date of the 
appearance of this poem with that of the French Revolution and show how 
this movement must have influenced Burns. 

General Questions 

I. Show from the poems read that Burns is the poet of simple ele- 
mentary feeling. 2. Which is the stronger element in his verse, the intel- 
lectual or the emotional? 3. Does he seem to be sincere in his poetry? 
4. What connection does his poetry have with his life? 5. What relation does 
Burns bear to his predecessors in Scotch poetry? 6. How does Burns regard 
nature? 7. Do his poems gain or lose in power and attractiveness through 
the use of dialect ? 8. Discuss Matthew Arnold's statement that " Burns* 
world of Scotch drink, Scotch religion, and Scotch manners is often a harsh, 
a sordid, a repulsive world." 
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V, THE AGE OF ROMANTICISM 

THE ROMANTIC TRIUMPH IN POETRY 

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 

Preface to Later Issues of '' Lyrical Ballads " 

I. What was Wordsworth's purpose in writing this preface? 2. What 
does he say was his intention in composing the poems published in Lyrical 
Ballads? 3. Give Wordsworth's ideas about the aim of poetry. 4. What 
does he say is its animating power ? 5. How essential does he regard metrical 
arrangement? 6. What language does he consider appropriate to poetry? 
7. What is said about the relation between poetry and science? 8. What is 
Wordsworth's idea concerning the function of memory in the poet's work? 

The Prelude 

From Book I. i. To whom is the poem addressed? 2. What was the char- 
acter of the scenery of the locality in which Wordsworth spent his boyhood? 
3. What were his boyish sports and interests? 4. To what extent, and in 
what way, does he think that such a life molded his genius as a poet? 

* We Are Seven 

I. What problem does the first stanza present? 2. How does the inci- 
dent related answer this problem? 

^ Expostulation and Reply 

I. For what does the poet's friend reprove him? 2. What answer does 
the poet give? 

* The Tables Turned 

I. In what respects is this a companion poem to the preceding? 2. Who 
is the speaker, the poet or his friend? 3« What does the speaker urge? 

Lines Above Tintern Abbey 

I. What circumstances does the beginning of the poem indicate as 
giving rise to it? 2. Describe the landscape presented to the poet's view. 
3. What stages of development did the poet pass through in his attitude 
toward nature? 4* Quote the passage which is an ideal expression of the last 
of these stages. 5. To whom is the last part of the poem addressed? 6. Does 
this tribute add to or detract from the interest of the poem? 7. What does it 
contain about the joy that nature offers? 8. Select passages that seem espe- 
cially well expressed. 

Strange Fits of Passion 

I. What experience does this poem describe? 2. Note the simplicity 
of this and the other members of the group of Lucy poems. 

She Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways 

I. What is the central idea of this poem? 2. Are the comparisons of 
the second stanza well chosen? 3. What line of the poem suggests the 
deepest emotion? 
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I Traveled Among Unknown Men 

I. For what reason does the poet love his country the more strongly? 

Three Years She Grew in Sun and Shower 

I. How does this poem show Wordsworth's belief that the beautiful in 
nature has an important influence in molding character? 2. Is the touch of 
pathos at the conclusion needed or not? 3. Ruskin has praised the sixth 
stanza of this poem as describing " the completion of womanly beauty." Do 
you agree? 

A Slumber Did My Spirit Seal 

I. Interpret the poem in the light of the following comment : " In 
its two brief stanzas, it presents the two opposing and inscrutable mysteries 
of life and death, and leaves them to the imagination without further 
comment." 

* Lucy Gray ; or Solitude 

I. How did Lucy Gray meet her death ? 2. What lines show the poet's 
conception that she has become spiritualized and seems to her peasant neigh- 
bors still alive? 3. Does this serve to intensify our appreciation of Lucy's 
character? 4. What details in the poem justify the sub-title, "Solitude"? 

Michael 

I. Divide the story into its main parts and summarize each. 2. Why 
is the poem called " A Pastoral " ? 3* Is it based upon a true incident or not ? 
4' On what account does this seem a poem deserving of great esteem? 

My Heart Leaps Up, etc. 

I. This poem has been called Wordsworth's poetic creed. Point out 
the elements of that creed. 2. What is meant by, " The child is father of the 
man " ? 

The Sparrow's Nest 

I. What is the difference in the boy's attitude toward the sparrow's 
nest and the girl's ? 2. Note that " Emmeline " is a name used by Words- 
worth for his sister Dorothy. What does he say of his indebtedness to her? 

To the Cuckoo 

I. W^hat characteristics of the call of the cuckoo does the poet impress 
upon the reader? 2. What does he say was the effect of the bird's song upon 
him? 

Resolution and Independence 

I. What is the character of the day described in the opening stanzas? 
2. Into what mood has the poet fallen, and why? 3. Describe the leech- 
gatherer. 4' What is the substance of the poet's conversation with the old 
man? 5. What is the effect upon the poet? 6. Point out happily expressed 
descriptions of nature. 7. Of this poem, Coleridge says, " This fine poem is 
especially characteristic of the author: there is scarce a defect or excellence 
in his writings of which it would not present a specimen." What would you 
surmise these excellences and defects to be? 

To a Young Lady 

I. Why does the poet encourage the young lady to continue her rambles 
in the country? 
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The Solitary Reaper 

I. What scene is described? a. WTiat was the character of the song^ 
sung by the g^rl? 3. To what bird voices does the poet compare the girl's 
song? 4. What effect did the incident have upon the poet? 5. Was this 
poem suggested by a real incident? 6. How does this poem show Words- 
worth's power to see the poetic side of the simple things of life? 7. Give 
reasons why this poem should, of all Wordsworth's short poems, have the 
most admirers. 

Yarrow Unvisited 

I. In what part of Great Britain had the poet and his sister been travel- 
ing? 2. What was his sister's proposal? 3. How did the poet reply to it? 
4. After he had noted his companion's displeasure at this reply, what defense 
of his position in the matter did he g^ve? 5. Compare this poem with the 
later poems, Yarrow Visited, and Yarrow Re-Visited. 

She Was a Phantom of Delight 

I. Note that this is a tribute to the poet's wife. 2. Describe her as first 
seen. 3« Describe her on nearer view. 4- Which view predominates in the 
final estimate? 5« What qualities of the ideal woman are suggested? 6. Of 
this poem, some one has said, " It is a notable thing thus to compress a whole 
personality, developing and maturing through a lifetime, into a short poem of 
thirty lines." Show the part played by each stanza in accomplishing this. 

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 

I. What scene does the poet describe? 2. Note the paucity of detail 
given in regard to the scene. 3» What is the effect of this scene upon him? 
4- W^hich of the attitudes toward nature indicated in Lines Above Tint em 
Abbey does the poet here describe? 5. Explain how this poem illustrates 
Wordsworth's idea that " poetry is emotion recollected in tranquillity." 

To a Skylark 

" Up with me," etc. i. What effect does the joyousness of the skylark's song 
have on the poet ? 2. What is the closing thought of the poem ? 3. Compare 
this with Wordsworth's other poem to the skylark, with Shelley's To a Sky- 
lark, and with Meredith's To a Skylark Ascending. 

* To a Skylark 

" Ethereal minstrel," etc. i. What is the lesson which the poet draws from the 
sight of the skylark? 

Elegiac Stanzas 

The poem is called elegiac because the form of stanza is that usually 
termed elegiac, familiar through Gray's Elegy, The matter is also in some 
manner elegiac through the reference to the death of the poet's brother, of 
whom Wordsworth said, " I never wrote a line without the thought of giving 
him pleasure." i. What details had the artist, Sir George Beaumont, worked 
into his picture of Peele Castle? 2. What had the poet wished to do for the 
castle? 3. Why had he not been able to accomplish it? 4. Note lines 15-16 
which have been called " perhaps the most perfect expression in poetry of the 
function of poetry." Explain the poet's idea. 
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WORDSWORTH 

Ode to Duty 

I. The stages of thought in the poem are as follows (i) lines 1-24, 
(2) lines 25-40, (3) lines 41-56. Summarize carefully the thought of each of 
these divisions, and then derive the central thought. 2. In what ways does 
this poem show a side of Wordsworth quite distinct from that shown in 
Tint em Abbey and the Ode on Immortality f 

Character of the Happy Warrior 

I. This poem has been called " a manual of greatness." Specify the 
qualities of the ideal hero described. 2. How far do they correspond to your 
own ideals of the military hero? 3« How suitable are they as ideals for 
every man? 4. This poem was written in 1806. One of England's great 
heroes died in 1805. Who was it? 5. Look up the relation this poem may 
have had to him. 

Ode on Intimations of Immortality 

I. What experience of the poet is described in stanzas I-IV, and what 
problem is proposed? 2. What answer to this problem is given in stanzas 
V-XI? 3. Find in stanza IX the central thought of this poem. 4. In what 
sense does the poet use the word " immortality " ? 5. A distinguished critic 
has said that this poem " marks the highest limit which the tide of poetic 
inspiration has reached in England during this [the nineteenth] century, or 
indeed since the days of Milton.'' In what respects does the ode justify 
such praise ? 6. An ode has been defined as " any strain of enthusiastic and 
exalted lyrical verse, directed to a fixed purpose, and dealing progressively 
with one dignified theme." How does this poem correspond to this definition? 

Nuns Fret not at Their Convent's Narrow Room 

I. What difficulties in writing the sonnet are alluded to? 2. Is there 
in this sonnet a kindred thought to that in the Ode to Duty? 

Personal Talk 

r. What attitude toward personal talk does the poet take in the first 
stanza? 2. What sort of conversation does he have in mind in the phrase: 
" personal talk " ? 3. What statements favorable to personal talk are given in 
the second stanza? 4. What substitutes for this kind of conversation are sug- 
gested in the third stanza? 5. What does the fourth stanza give as the 
advantages of living with these substitutes? 

Composed upon Westminster Bridge, Sept. 3, 1802 

"Earth has not anything to show more fair." i. At what time of the day 
does the poet look at the city? 2. What general impression does he bring 
out? 3- What details does he select to do this? 4. Compare this, a poet's 
selection, with what a painter would have used. 

Composed by the Sea-side near Calais, August, 1802 

I. What scene did the poet witness from the seaside near Calais? 
2. What is his feeling for his country? 

It Is a Beauteous Evening, Calm and Free 

I. What picture is drawn in the first five lines? 2. What thought is 
given in the next three lines? 3. What is the thought underlying the address 
to the child in the last six lines of the sonnet? 4. Comment on the choice of 
adjectives and the effectiveness of the imagery. 
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On the Extinction of the Venetian Republic 

I. What references are made to the past greatness of Venice? a. Ex- 
plain the thought in the last two lines of the sonnet. 3. Look up when and 
how the Venetian Republic became extinct 

To Toussant L'Ouverture 

I. Look up the facts of L'Ouverture's life and explain Wordsworth's 
references to him as " the most unhappy of men," etc. a. What does the poet 
say should be his solace? 

September, 1802, Near Dover 

I. What details of the scene does the poem give? 2. What thought 
comforts him as he thinks of the Straits of Dover? 3. What does Words- 
worth think is the true bulwark of a nation? 

London, 1802 

I. What picture of English life is given in the first part of the sonnet? 
2. Why should the poet in this connection think of Milton? 3. What qual- 
ities does he ascribe to Milton? 

It Is not to Be Thought of That the Flood 

I. What is the poet's belief about the spirit of freedom among the 
English people? 

When I Have Borne in Memory What Has Tamed 

I. Why did the poet have some fears for his country? 2. How was he 
relieved from those fears? 

To the Men of Kent, October, 1803 

I. Under what circumstances was this sonnet written? 2. What appeal 
is made to the men of Kent? 3. Why should this district of England have 
been singled out by the poet? 

Thought of a Briton on the Subjugation of Switzerland 

I. Look up the details of the conquest of Switzerland by the French in 
the early part of the nineteenth century. 2. Note that the " two voices " are 
those of Switzerland (the mountains) and England (the sea). 3. Why are 
these countries selected as representative of liberty? 4- What is the thought 
of the sonnet? 

The World Is Too Much With Us 

I. Against what tendencies of his time does the poet remonstrate? 
2. Does the present generation need to heed such a protest? 3. The thought 
of the last two lines is frequently misunderstood. Determine exactly what the 
poet means to say. 

* Scorn not the Sonnet 

I. What tributes are here paid to noted writers of the sonnet? 
2. Which of these seems to be the favorite of Wordsworth? 3. Discuss 
Wordsworth's own standing in English literature as a writer of sonnets. 

After-Thought to the River Duddon 

I. What comparison is made between man's life and that of the stream? 
2. With what thought does the sonnet close? 
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COLERIDGE 

Inside of King's College Chapel 

I. What thoughts come to the poet as he stands in this college chapel? 

Inside of King's College Chapel, Continued 

I. What other noted buildings are mentioned as having an uplifting 
effect upon the poet? 

On the Departure of Sir Walter Scott from Abbotsford for Naples 

I. Under what circumstances was Scott leaving Abbotsford? ?. What 
is Wordsworth's wish for him? 3« Look up the relation of these two poets 
to one another. 

" There," said a Stripling, Pointing With Meet Pride 

I. Upon what incident was this poem built? 2. What reflection did it 
give rise to in the poet's mind? 

Conclusion 

I. Why does the poet prefer an ideal scene to the real one? 2. What 
have been the inspiring forces in his poems? 

General Questions 

I. Wordsworth once remarked, " Every great poet is a teacher : I wish 
to be considered as a teacher or as nothing." Does his poetry fulfil this inten- 
tion? 2. What are some of the chief moral lessons to be drawn from it? 
3* Can you show from the poems read that, as Leslie Stephen says, " Words- 
word's favorite lesson is the possibility of turning grief and disappointment 
to account " ? 4* What is his theory in regard to the moral influence of 
nature? 5* How extensive were his sympathies toward man? 6. Charac- 
terize his patriotism. 7. Illustrate Wordsworth's ability to " awaken the mind 
from the lethargy of custom" to the depth below the surface of common, 
every-day things. 8. Compare Wordsworth's practice with his theory in 
regard to poetry as given in the preface to Lyrical Ballads. (For questions, 
see page 54.) 9« What do you consider Wordsworth's distinctive excel- 
lencies? 10. His defects? 11. Do you think Wordsworth will ever be a 
popular poet? If not, why not? 

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE 
Biographia Literaria 

From Chapter X. i. What advice does Coleridge give young authors out of 
his experience in publication? 2. Note the various anecdotes of the writer's 
literary life and show wherein they are characteristic of him. 
Chapter XIV. i. What is Coleridge's account of the origin of Lyrical Bal- 
lads? 2, What effect does he think Wordsworth's prefaces have had upon 
the popularity of his poems ? 3. What does Coleridge regard as the essentials 
of a poem? 4. What distinction does he make between a poem and poetry? 
5* What are the essential elements of the latter? 6. Is he or Wordsworth 
more nearly correct in his views upon these matters? 

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

I. What setting has Coleridge given to the Mariner's tale? 2. In what 
way is this setting a contrast with the tale itself? 3« Describe the personal 
appearance of the Mariner as it is given at the opening of the poem. 4. Indi- 
cate geographically the course of the ship. 5. At what point in the voyage 
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was the albatross killed? 6. Wherein lay the heinousness ot this deed? 

7. Why do the rest of the ship's company suffer punishment for this deed? 

8. Is it just that this should be the case? 9. Carefully trace the stages of the 
Mariner's penance, especially noting- the circumstances connected with the 
dropping away of the albatross from his neck. 10. What moral interpretation 
does the poem convey? 11. Coleridge has stated in Chapter XIV of his 
Biographia Literaria that in writing this poem he was endeavoring to make 
the supernatural seem real. Has he succeeded in his attempt? 12. Why are 
obsolete. words and constructions introduced so freely? 13. Justify Lowell's 
comment, " And how picturesque it \_The Ancient Mariner^ is in the proper 
sense of the word. ... It is all picture." 14* Select the best sea picture; the 
best moonlight picture, etc. 15. Point out a number of cases of common 
words used with especial force or beauty. 16. From the references to sounds 
and from the meter of the poem what conclusions might be drawn in regard 
to the writer's musical sense? 17* Compare this poem with some of the old 
popular ballads, especially those that deal with the supernatural, and show the 
points of likeness and of difference. 

Christabel 

I. Does the portion of the poem finished give any clues to what the 
conclusion would have been? 2. What are the chief traits of Christabel? 
3. What details seem to indicate that Geraldine was a witch? 4. Was she 
really a witch or did she only seem so to Christabel ? 5« Does it seem that the 
poem was what Coleridge called it, " a common fairy tale," or does it suggest 
a deeper meaning? 6. Lamb recommended to Coleridge that he leave the 
poem unfinished. What might have been his reason for such advice? 7. In 
what respects does this poem show characteristics similar to The Ancient 
Mariner f 8. Is the language in harmony with the " rude era of the tale " ? 

Kubla Khan 

I. Look up the circumstances surrounding the composition of this 
poem and explain why it was never completed. 2. Has enough been written 
for one to determine what was to be the meaning of the poem? Or is it 
perhaps best to regard it simply as a fine specimen of word music ? 3. Kipling 
thinks that three of its lines are among the most melodious and imaginative 
in all English poetry. To which lines would you give this distinction? 

Frost at Midnight 

I. What scene is presented in the first stanza? 2. What does the sec- 
ond stanza show regarding Coleridge the dreamer? 3. What details of his 
life and schooldays are alluded to? What wish for his son is made in the 
last two stanzas? 

* Dejection : An Ode 

I. What scene is described in the first stanza? 2. What is the mood 
of the poet on this occasion? 3. What does he say regarding the source of 
true joy? 4* What is the point of the reference to himself in the sixth 
stanza? 5. What is the scene described in the seventh stanza? 6. What wish 
is expressed in the last stanza? 

* Hymn Before Sunrise, in the Vale of Chamouni 

I. What details of the scene are given? 2. What things in turn are 
called upon to praise God? 3« Show how the poem steadily rises to a climax 
at the close. 
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SCOTT 

* Youth and Age 

I. What contrasts between his youth and his present state in old age does 
the poet give? 

Humility the Mother of Charity 

I. What lesson does this poem give? 

Epitaph 

I. What details of Coleridge's pitiful life are alluded to? 

General Questions 

I. Does Coleridge seem to have been successful in the province of 
poetry that he chiefly worked in, namely, realistic supernaturalism ? 2. What 
can you discover in regard to his attitude toward nature? 3. Is it the same 
as Wordsworth's? 4« Cite instances of Coleridge's musical versification. 
5. Illustrate Lowell's statement regarding his charm of diction, "The most 
decrepit vocable in the language throws away its crutches to dance and sing at 
his piping." 6. Compare Coleridge's practice with his theory of poetry as 
set forth in Biographia Literaria, 

SIR WALTER SCOTT 

* Rosabelle 

I. Under what circumstances is this ballad introduced into The Lady 
of the Lake? 2. Note the minstrel's poem in the first stanza, then the two 
pictures — one in stanzas II-VI and the other in stanzas VII-XI — and the 
last two stanzas connecting these two preceding scenes. 3. Determine exactly 
what is Rosabelle's reason for insisting on crossing the stormy firth. 4. What 
manners, customs, supei*stitions, etc., does the poem reflect? 

From Marmion 

Canto VI. This short selection from the long poem Marmion does not make 
possible the study of its narrative methods. Attention will therefore be 
centered upon the famous account of the battle, lines 190-463, which some 
think is perhaps the finest description of war the English language contains. 
I. What battle is Scott describing? 2. Of what importance was it in history? 
3- How accurate in historical details does he seem to be ? 4. Does the account 
gain anything from being in poetry rather than in prose? 5. What methods 
has Scott used to make the description vivid? 

Soldier, Rest! 

I. Under what circumstances is this song introduced into Canto I 
of The Lady of the Lake? 2. What is the theme of the song? 

* Jock of Hazeldean 

I. What incident does the poem relate? 2. What characteristics of the 
old ballad has Scott succeeded in reproducing in this poem? 

* Brignall Banks 

I. How is the song introduced into Scott's poem, Rokehyf 

* Bonnie Dundee 

I. Look up the historical setting of the poem. 2. What was Dundee's 
defiance? 3« What comments can you make upon the chorus? 
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General Questions 

I. Scott himself once spoke of his poetry as pleasing especially " sol- 
diers, sailors, and young people of bold and active dispositions." What 
features of his poetry would make this the case? 2. The critic Jeffrey's com- 
ment on Scott's poetry was that Scott " never expressed a sentiment which 
it can cost the most ordinary reader any exertion to comprehend/' Is this 
true? If so, how serious a charge is it? 3. Is Scott's verse noted for rich- 
ness of imagery, melody, apt and compact phrasing? 4. What are its chief 
excellencies? 5. Look up the elements in Scott's boyhood and education that 
fitted him for writing romantic poems and novels. 

EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY ESSAYISTS 

CHARLES LAMB 

The Old Familiar Faces 

I. Of what feeling is this poem expressive? a. What references does 
Lamb make to his habits and to his friends? 3. This poem was dated 1798. 
With what sad circumstance in Lamb's life does it connect itself? 

* The Two Races of Men 

I. Into what two classes does Lamb divide mankind? a. Note the 
vividness with which the characters Ralph Bigod and Comberpatch are 
sketched. 3* What hints does Lamb give as to his favorite authors? 

*New Year's Eve 

I. What does this essay disclose regarding the writer's religious views, 
character as a child, tastes, habits, etc.? a. Does he dread death or only dis- 
like it? 3. Is the prevailing tone of this essay cheerful or gloomy, humorous 
or melancholy? 

* Mrs. Battle's Opinions on Whist 

I. What is revealed of Mrs. Battle's characteristics by the game of 
whist? 2. What comparisons are made between whist and other games? 
3. What philosophy of games with reference to human nature does the essay 
propose? 4. Select instances of Lamb's references to painting, politics, litera- 
ture, and the Bible. 5« What does this essay reveal regarding the writer's 
character and inclinations? 

Mackery End in Hertfordshire 

I. What traits are ascribed to Bridget Elia? a. What is revealed under 
this disguise of Lamb's relations with his sister, Mary? 3. What does this 
essay show regarding Lamb's skill in portraying people? 4* Find touches of 
the humorous and pathetic. 

Dream Children: A Reverie 

I. What are the chief characteristics of the children's great-grand- 
mother Field? a. Of their Uncle John L — — ? 3« Of their mother? 4. 
What real persons are thinly disguised in these portraits? 5. What parts 
of the story are drawn from Lamb's memory and what parts from his imagina- 
tion? 6. Is the tone of this essay different from that of others read? 7. Do 
the circumstances under which it was written account for this fact ? 8. What 
aspects of Lamb's nature are revealed in this essay? 

62 



DE QUINCEY 

A Chapter on Ears 

I. What is the real subject of this essay? 2. Was Lamb as deficient 
in musical appreciation as he says? 

A Dissertation upon Roast Pig 

I. What is the alleged origin of the delicacy, roast pig? 2. By what 
means does Lamb give the appearance of truthfulness to his burlesque account? 

3. What are some of the means by which he produces his humorous effects? 

4. What characteristics of the writer may be deduced from this essay? 

* Detached Thoughts on Books and Reading 

I. Give Lamb's views on plates and bindings, time to read, favorite 
authors, newspapers and periodicals, etc. 2. Why does he say Shakespeare 
and Milton should be read aloud? 

* Old China 

I. What does this essay show about the compensation of being poor? 
2. What does the essay show regarding the author's range of interests, 
scholarship, tastes, etc.? 

General Questions 

I. How did these essays get their collective name? 2. What seems to 
have been Lamb's purpose in writing them? 3* Does he appear to be more 
careful about the arrangement of his thoughts or about the style ot expressing 
them? 4. What are some of the devices by which he gives a humorous turn 
to his writing? 5. To what degree does wisdom underlie his wit? 6. Point 
out instances of his use of archaic words. Consider the range of his allu- 
sions. 7. Lamb has been called " an old writer who lived a century or two 
after his time." With what older writers does he have affinities? 8. Why 
is Lamb called the most human of essayists? 9« Compare him with his pred- 
ecessors, Addison, Steele, and Goldsmith, and with his successor, Stevenson. 

THOMAS DE QUINCEY 

From Confessions of an English Opium Eater 

I. What does De Quincey say regarding the circumstances that led 
to his taking opium? 2. Was he in your opinion justified in its use? 3. To 
what extent did he become a victim of the habit? 4. What does De Quincey 
say regarding his early life and vagabondage? 5. What impressions of De 
Quincey's life does the account of his happiest year give? 6. Describe his 
home and his pleasures. 7. What references does the writer make to his 
personal appearance? 8. With what fields of knowledge does he seem 
familiar ? 

* From Suspiria de Profundis 

Levana and Our Ladies of Sorrow, i. What was the function of Levana? 
2. Describe each of the three Ladies of Sorrow? 3. What is the office of 
each? 4- Masson remarks that in this selection De Quincey has made a per- 
manent addition to the mythology of the human race. Explain. 5. Is this 
piece of writing a product of the same dream faculty that produced the 
Confessions of an English Opium Eater f 6. Find out the fact in De Quincey's 
life that would qualify him for writing feelingly upon such a subject as Our 
Ladies of Sorrow. ?• In what respects both of subject and manner does De 
Quincey's prose as shown in this selection resemble poetry? 8. Would the 
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effect have been increased if the same thoughts and imagery had been 
expressed in verse? 

General Questions 

I. Illustrate De Quincey's inveterate habit of digression. 2. De 
Quincey said that his digressions " have a wonderful knack of revolving to 
the point whence they set out/' Is this true? 3. De Quincey also has 
remarked, " My proper vocation, as I well knew, was the exercise of the 
analytic understanding." Does his writing seem characterized by subtlety 
and precision? 4. Does his writing show a wide range of knowledge? 
5. Does he seem a man of originality and independence of thought? 6. Does 
he show an insight into human character? 7. What is the nature of the 
humor displayed in De Quincey's writings, and how are the humorous effects 
produced ? 8. A critic has remarked, " Many passages might be quoted from 
De Quincey of which the melody is so striking as irresistibly to attract the 
attention and make us linger lovingly over them, apart altogether from the 
matter they contain." Select passages of which such a statement would be 
true. 9- Mention and illustrate other excellencies and defects of De Quincey's 
style. 

WILLIAM HAZLITT 

* Mr. Coleridge 

I. Find out how nearly Coleridge and Hazlitt were contemporaries. 
2. What information does this essay give regarding Coleridge's personality, 
character, ideas, writings? 3. Is Hazlitt*s attitude too laudatory? 

* My First Acquaintance with Poets 

I. Under what circumstances did Hazlitt become acquainted with 
Coleridge ? 2. What impressions of Coleridge as a talker are given ? 3. What 
other characteristics of Coleridge in his earlier years are revealed? 4. What 
can be gathered regarding his social and political opinions? 5. What details 
does Hazlitt give regarding Wordsworth? 

* On Going a Journey 

I. What are some of the reasons why Hazlitt likes to go on a journey 
by himself? 2. Does he admit that there are occasions when he likes to have 
companions? 3. What reflections and observations does he engage in when 
alone? 4* What particular journey does he describe? 5. How are Lamb 
and Coleridge compared? 

* On Reading Old Books 

I. What are Hazlitt's reasons for preferring the books he has read 
before? 2. What books are among his favorites? 3. Why did he read few 
poets in his youth? 4. Consider Hazlitt*s statement about the conditions of 
success. Is the statement just? 

General Questions 

I. What can be gathered from these essays concerning Hazlitt's per- 
sonality? 2. What do they exemplify in regard to his gifts in portraying 
persons? 3. Do Hazlitt's reflections seem to be the generalization of his own 
experience ? 4* Stevenson has praised Hazlitt's style, saying, " We may be all 
fine fellows, but none of us can write like Hazlitt." Indicate some of its 
characteristics. 5« How extensively does Hazlitt use quotations and with what 
effect ? 
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LORD BYRON 

THE REVOLUTIONARY POETS 

GEORGE NOEL GORDON, LORD BYRON 

* English Bards and Scotch Reviewers 

I. Look up the occasion of this poem. 2. Are there any references to 
this at the beginning of the poem? 3. What features of the work of Scott, 
Southey, Wordsworth, and Coleridge are satirized? 4* Is Byron just in- his 
comments? 5. Who are the poets whose work he praises? 6. What is the 
most pointed satiric sketch in the poem? 7« Does Byron's satire seem 
powerful? Compare with that of the eighteenth century. 

Sonnet on Chillon 

I. What is the leading thought of the address to Liberty in the first 
eight lines? 2. What do the last six lines tell about the castle of Chillon 
and the prisoner? 3« What wish for the castle does Byron express? 

* The Prisoner of Chillon 

I. What does the first stanza tell about the Prisoner and his previous 
history? 2. What details of the prison are given in the second stanza? 
3. What does the third stanza tell about the earlier days of captivity of the 
brothers ? 4. What is learned in the fourth stanza about the younger brother ? 

5. What is told in the fifth stanza about the middle brother? 6. What details 
about the castle are given in the sixth stanza? 7. What details of the death 
and burial of the middle brother are given in stanza seven? 8. What details 
about the death of the younger brother in stanza eight? 9. What is the 
mental state of the Prisoner as set forth in stanza nine ? 10. What does 
stanza ten show was the means of recalling the Prisoner from his despair 
to an interest of life? 11. Compare this method of relief with that brought 
out in Coleridge's The Ancient Mariner. 12. From stanzas twelve and thir- 
teen, what is learned of the Prisoner's attitude toward his lot? 13. Note 
the vivid descriptive details. i4» What is the Prisoner's mental state when set 
at liberty as described in stanza fourteen? 15. Has the poet's purpose 
throughout this poem been to center attention on the incidents or on the 
psychic condition of the Prisoner? 16. Find out what relation the hero of 
this poem bears to the historic Bonnivard. 

* The Destruction of Sennacherib 

I. Compare the poem with the Biblical account in II Kings 18:13-37 
and Isaiah 36 and 37. 2. Note the vividness with which Bryon has por- 
trayed the successive scenes. 3. Find an effective contrast in the second 
stanza. 

From Childe Harold's Pilgrimage 

Canto III. On the Alps and Switzerland (Stanzas lix-cxiv). i. What personal 
emotions are revealed by the opening of the selection? 2. Note carefully the 
thought of these stanzas — especially the attitude toward man and nature. 
3- Compare Byron's attitude toward nature with that of Wordsworth. 
4' What references does Byron make to Rousseau? 5. What is Byron's 
opinion as to the success or failure of the movement headed by Rousseau? 

6. Does he despair of the cause of liberty ? 7. How is contrast made use of in 
the description of Lake Leman? 8. What did Byron find congenial to his own 
thought in the great storm in the Alps? 9« What thoughts are expressed in 
connection with Clavens? 10. What is Byron's conception of love as em- 
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bodied in this passage? ii. What names are connected with Lausanne and 
Ferney? 12. How did the two men differ? how resemble one another? 
13. What attitude toward the world is embodied in the last stanzas of the 
selection ? 

Canto IV. Rome (Stanzas Ixxviii-cxlv). i. What contrast between Rome's 
present and her past does Byron express? 2. Show the appropriateness of 
his use of the old myth about Niobe to bring out Rome's desolation. 3. What 
are. the points of comparison between Sylla and Cromwell? 4* What are the 
points of comparison between Caesar and Napoleon? 5. How does Byron 
think that Washington differs from other great national leaders? 6. Does 
Byron despair of human freedom? 7. What are Byron's reflections at the 
unknown woman's grave? 8. What thought does the chaos of old Rome give 
rise to in the poet? 9. What are Byron's reflections on love, ambition^ 
avarice, death ? 10. To what extent were these reflections caused by his mis- 
fortunes in love? n. For what purpose was the Coliseum used? 12. How 
has the cruelty of the Roman circus been avenged? 13- What aspects of the 
Coliseum does Byron emphasize in his description of it? 14. What other 
buildings in Rome does he mention? 15. What effect does the contemplation 
of the fate of Rome have upon Byron as regards his own troubles ? 

From the Vision of Judgment 

I. What occasioned this poem? 2. What is said of George Ill's death 
and burial? 3- What of his arrival at heaven? 4. What is the basis of 
Satan's claim for possession of the King^s soul? 5. What impression does 
this poem give of Byron's power in satire? 

From Don Juan 

Canto III. I. In The Isles of Greece what contrast is made between the 
past spirit of Greece and the present? 2. Look up the occasion of this call to 
Greece's national pride. 3- How is Byron's interest in Greece connected 
with his death? 4* What are Byron's reflections on writing and writers? 
5. What are the principal features in his tribute to twilight? 
Canto IV. I. What does Byron say about himself here? 2. Tell the story 
of Don Juan's adventures with Haidee. 3- From these extracts, it is evident 
that this poem is a medley. What seem to be its principal constituents ? 

* On This Day I Complete My Thirty-sixth Year 

I. In what circumstances was this poem written? 2. What reference 
does it contain to Byron's past life? 3. What references to the future? 
4. Does this poem seem to mark a change in Byron's life from the selfish to 
to self-sacrificing? 

General Questions 

I. What aspects of nature does Byron delight in? 2. For what reason 
does he enjoy these aspects? 3« Is he sincere in this attitude? 4- In his 
descriptions does Byron appeal to the eye only, or to other senses? 5- What 
feelings are generally aroused in the poet by the scenes viewed? 6. What is 
Byron's attitude towards tyranny and oppression ? 7. It has been said that this 
was Byron's " one pure passion." Does he seem to be sincere in these ex- 
pressions? 8. How extensive are the digressions expressive of personal feel- 
ings? 9. Do these add to or detract from the interest of the poems? 10. 
What traits of character in Byron do they reveal ? 11. Is his poetry expres- 
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sive of deep, settled thoughts ? 12. What seems to be Byron's chief message ? 
13. Illustrate his carelessness of style. 14. What temporary elements tended 
to make the poetry of Byron immediately popular ? 15. What permanent ele- 
ments of interest does his poetry have? 

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 

Hymn to Intellectual Beauty 

I. Give the substance of Shelley's idea in the first three stanzas of 
the animating spirit of the universe. 2. In the fourth stanza v/hat service to 
life does the spirit of beauty render? 3. Compare Shelley's attitude toward 
this spirit with Wordsworth's as expressed in lines 94-102 of Lines Above 
Tintern Abbey, 4. What experiences of Shelley's boyhood are described in 
the fifth stanza? 5. What is Shelley's prayer to the spirit in the last stanza? 
6. Does this bear upon his life creed? 

Ozymandias 

I. What was the boast of this Egyptian king ? 2. What lesson is taught 
by the ruined figure of the king lying out upon the desert? 

Stanzas Written in Dejection Near Naples 

I. What contrast between the scene the poet views and his own mood? 
2. Find the cause of this mood in the facts of Shelley's life. 3. Point out 
lines that seem almost prophetic of the manner of the poet's death. 

Prometheus Unbound 

I. Look up the purpose and plan of this poem as set forth by Shelley 
in the preface. 2. What features of the Promethean myth make it especially 
appropriate for his purpose? 3. Act I might be entitled The Martyrdom of 
Prometheus. What moods of the hero are portrayed in this act? 4. What 
aspects of nature does the scenery present? 5- What characters are intro- 
duced as the companions of Prometheus? 6. The title of Act II might be 
The Intercession of Asia. Describe the visit of Asia and Panthea to the 
cave of Dmogorgon. 7. What is the dominant mood in this act? 8. What 
aspects of nature are presented in the descriptive passages? 9. The subject 
of Act III is The Fall of Jupiter and the Liberation of Prometheus. What 
are the circumstances of Jupiter's downfall? 10. Describe the release of 
Prometheus. 11. What is the predominant emotion expressed in this act? 
12. What aspects of nature do the descriptive passages present? 13- Act IV 
may be called The Triumphal Hymn of Creation. Structurally the act falls 
into three divisions, separated from each other by the remarks of lone and 
Panthea. 14- Who are the speakers in each of these divisions? 15. What is 
the general mood of this act? 16. It was an after-thought on the poet's part, 
but it seems no arbitrary addition. Give reasons why it is appropriate 
although the action of the poem has terminated with Act III. 17. Indicate 
some passages of special dramatic force in the poem. 18. Indicate passages of 
marked lyrical beauty. i9« Point out passages treating poetically some scien- 
tific conception. 20. Indicate some passages of remarkable nature description. 
21. How are the characters of Prometheus, Asia, lone, Panthea, etc., to be 
interpreted allegorically ? 22 Attempt an allegorical interpretation of the 
entire story, or of the portion read. 
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Ode to the West Wind 

I. What season of the year is represented? 2. What effects of the 
wind are described in the first three stanzas? 3. In the remainder of the 
poem, what contrast does the poet draw between the wind and himself? 

4. What is the poet's final prayer to the west wind? 5* What characteristics 
of Shelley are revealed in this poem? 

The Indian Serenade 

I. What emotion is expressed? 

The Cloud 

I. Observe that the cloud speaks throughout. 2, What aspects and 
ministrations of the cloud are mentioned? 3. Note carefully all the various 
pictures used to bring out these details. 4. Is the poem merely a series of 
pleasing pictures? 5. Which stanza is the most pleasing and why? 

* The Sensitive Plant 

I. Describe the garden in which the sensitive plant was growing. 
2. How did the sensitive plant differ from the other plants? 3* Describe the 
lady who tended the garden. 4- What happens to the flowers after her death ? 

5. Note contrasts between Part Third and Part First. 6. What lesson does 
the poet draw in the Conclusion? 

To a Skylark 

I. This poem consists of three divisions of six stanzas each, and a final 
division of three stanzas. What does each of these divisions contribute to the 
unfolding of the thought of the poem? 2. Study carefully the famous com- 
parisons in the second division. 3. What general idea runs through them all? 
4. Which is the most beautiful poetically? 5- Do they give the reader distinct 
and tangible impressions? 6. What in general does the skylark symbolize 
to Shelley? 7- With this poem compare Wordsworth's different treatment of 
the same subject. 8. Compare the closing thought with that of Ode to the 
West Wind, 

A Lament 

I. What loss does the poet refer to ? 2. Explain the cause of the recur- 
rent note of sadness in Shelley's poetry. 3. Have any of the poems been en- 
tirely free from it? 

To 

** Music, When Soft Voices Die." i. What is the meaning of this poem? 

Adonais 

I. Look up the occasion of this poem. 2. To what degree did Shelley 
know Keats ? 3- How accurate are the ideas conveyed in regard to the latter ? 
4. Look up the story of Venus and Adonais, and explain why this story was 
taken by Shelley as the background for the poem. 5. Who are called upon 
to weep for Adonais? 6. What fellow-poets and friends are represented 
among the mountain shepherds, lines 262 et seqf 7- Especially note Shelley's 
picture of himself and discuss how far it seems accurate. 8. Who are men- 
tioned as being with Keats " inheriters of unfulfilled renown," and why is this 
phrase applicable to each? 9. Point out several strikingly beautiful descrip- 
tions of nature. 10. What views of immortality are developed in this poem? 
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II. Do these conflict? ii2. With what personal note does the poem conclude? 
13. Compare the poem with Milton's Lycidas, 

Final Chorus from Hellas 

"The World's Great Age Begins Anew." i. What does this poem foretell? 
2. Show how the general subject of the poem from which this is taken makes 
the use of Greek divinities appropriate as symbols of the regeneration of 
mankind. 3. Shelley remarked, "The final chorus is indistinct and obscure, 
as the event of the living drama whose arrival is foretold." Is such inten- 
tional obscurity permissible? 

To Night 

I. Where is the spirit of night during the day? 2. What is she called 
upon to do in the second stanza? 3. How far is it possible to form a clear 
image of the poet's personification of night? 4. Compare this personifica- 
tion with that in The Cloud. 5- What emotions are appealed to in this poem ? 

To 

" One Word Is Too Often Profaned." i. Designate the " one word," " one 
feeling," " one hope " referred to. 2. What question is asked in the last 
stanza ? 

With a Guitar, To Jane 

I. For whom do the names " Ariel," " Miranda," and " Prince Ferdi- 
nand" stand? 2. Refer to the close of Shakespeare's The Tempest and find 
the last charge given by Prospero to Ariel. Shelley imagines that Ariel's care 
for Miranda did not end here. How was it continued? 3* How is it shown 
at this time? 4* Since Ariel was a tree-spirit, was it appropriate for him to 
come to Miranda as the spirit of music in a guitar ? 5. What is the history of 
the guitar? 6. To whom will the spirit that inhabits it respond? 

When the Lamp Is Shattered 

I. What is the central thought? 2. Point out the images by which this 
thought is illustrated. 3- " It is the nature of that poetry which overflows 
from the soul oftener to express sorrow and regret than joy," says Mrs. 
Shelley, with this and other poems of Shelley in mind. Discuss. 

A Dirge 

I. Show how the poet attributes to nature a sympathy with his feelings. 

General Questions 

I. Is the tone of sadness in Shelley's poetry depressing or misanthropic 
as it is in Byron's? 2. What scenes or aspects of nature does Shelley best 
describe? 3- Does he write of ordinary people or of ordinary experiences? 
4. Give instances to show the richness and beauty of his similes. 5. Discuss 
Courthope's remark, "If greatness in poetry consisted of a succession of daz- 
zling images and a rapid flow of splendid verse, Shelley would be entitled 
to almost the first place in English literature." 6. What else necessary to 
great poetry does Shelley lack? 7. Some one has said, "Other lyric poets 
sing of what they feel. Shelley in his lyrics sings of what he wants to feel." 
How far is such a statement applicable to his work ? 8. A critic has remarked 
that poets usually illustrate the spiritual by the material, but Shelley makes 
nature ghostly. Explain by reference to his nature poems. 
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THE POET OF BEAUTY 

JOHN KEATS 

Keen Fitful Gusts Are Whispering Here and There 

I. What makes the poet unmindful of the cold wind? 

On First Looking into Chapman's Homer 

I. Look up Chapman and find out the time when his translation was 
made. 2. Also leani what are its distinctive qualities. 3. What is the idea 
given in the first six lines of this sonnet? 4. Explain carefully the imagery. 
5. What is the tribute paid to Chapman in lines seven and eight? 6. Is it 
•deserved? ?• By what comparisons does the poet in the last six lines express 
his delight in reading Chapman? 8. What historical error has Keats made 
in this part of the sonnet ? 9* Does it materially affect the worth of the poem ? 

* On the Grasshopper and the Cricket 

I. Find out the circumstances under which this sonnet was written. 
2. What is the thought brought out in it ? 3« Look up Leigh Hunt's sonnet on 
the same subject, and see which you prefer, Hunt's or Keats'. 

From Endjnnion 

Proem, i. What is the mission of beauty to mankind? 2. Compare Keats' 
statement in his last days, " If I should die, I have left no immortal works 
behind me; but I have loved the principle of beauty in all things." 3. What 
plans for writing the poem are set forth? 4. Look up in some handbook of 
mythology the story of Endymion and Selene. 5- Point out illustrations of 
the over-luxuriance of imagery and diction that caused the reviewers to 
•descend so viciously upon the poem on its appearance. Is it objectionable? 

The Eve of St. Agnes 

I. Look up the time of St. Agnes' Eve and the legends connected with 
it. 2. Explain why the title of the poem is appropriate. 3. The main divi- 
sions of the story are as follows: (i) lines 1-27, (2) lines 28-72, (3) lines 
73-108, (4) lines 109-189, (5) lines 190-234, (6) lines 235-297, (7) lines 
298-351, (8) lines 352-378. 4- By summarizing in a brief statement, show 
what each of these divisions contributes to the development of the incident. 
5* What period of history and what locality are represented? 6. The poem is 
notable as a series of pictures. ?• Select several of the best and try to show 
what is characteristic of the methods by which Keats produces his descriptive 
effects. 8. Show some effective uses of contrast in the characters or between 
characters and their situations. 9. Are the personages of the story vividly 
presented? 10. Study Keats' use of words, citing instances of old words re- 
vived, newly coined ones, and common words used in fresh and novel ways. 
II. Discuss the statement that " The Eve of St, Agnes appeals too strongly 
to the senses, and is so lacking in spirituality that it cannot be considered 
poetry of the highest order." 

Ode 

•"Bards of Passion and of Mirth." i. What double immortality is ascribed 
to the poets ? 2. What does Keats regard as the poet's function in the world ? 

Hobin Hood 

I. Find out what you can about Robin Hood. 2. What aspects of the 
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greenwood life of Robin and his followers are suggested in the poem? 3. 
Does the poem show Keats to have been enthusiastic about the Robin Hood 
stories ? 

Lines on the Mermaid Tavern 

I. Find out about the Mermaid Tavern, a. Why should Keats have 
made it the subject of a poem? 3* What question forms the substance of the 
first stanza? 4. What fanciful answer does the poet give in the rest of the 
poem? 

Ode on a Grecian Urn 

I. In the first three stanzas the figures on one side of an old Greek 
urn are suggested. What are the details of the scene there depicted? 2. In 
stanza four the details of the other side are presented. What are they? 
3. What belief in the permanence in art is expressed in the poem? 4. Quote 
the lines expressive of the superiority of art over nature; of the relation of 
a work of art with infinity and eternity; of the identity of truth and beauty; 
of the correctness of Keats' theories on these esthetic points. 5. W^as Keats 

3. student of Greek? 6. How can the Greek spirit of his work be explained? 

Ode to a Nightingale 

I. What is the poet's mood as described in the first stanza? 2. Look 
up the circumstances in Keats' life at the time of writing this poem that would 
tend to produce this mood. 3- What wish does the poet express in the third 
and fourth stanzas? 4. Where does he imagine himself in stanzas four and 
fivt? 5- What thoughts does the poet express in stanzas six and seven? 6. 
By reading about Keats' life find out whether a " rich and easeful death " 
came to Keats. 7« What relation does the last stanza bear to the rest of the 
poem? 8. Kipling selects two lines from this poem as among the five most 
melodious and beautiful lines in English poetry. Which lines do you think 
he would choose? 10. Contrast the spirit of this poem with Shelley's To a 
Skylark. 

To Autumn 

I. What characteristics of the autumn season does Keats set forth in 
the personification in the first two stanzas? 2. Why does the poet in the last 
stanza say he has a preference for autumn over spring? 3. Is such a prefer- 
ence general among poets? 4- What feelings in regard to autumn does the 
poem leave with the reader — joy or sorrow? 

Ode on Melancholy 

I. Where does Melancholy dwell? 2. Who can enter her holy of 
holies? What price must he pay? 

Hyperion 

Book I. I. Look up in some classical dictionary the mythological background. 
2. What is the condition of Saturn at the opening of the poem? Describe his 
awakening by Thea and her message. 3. What effect does her announce- 
ments have upon him, and what does Saturn tell about the change in himself? 

4. What is his hope for the future? 5- Describe Hyperion and his palace. 
6. What omens of disaster are perceived by him? 7- What are the prepara- 
tions made for defense? What command does Coelus give Hyperion? 
Book II. I. Describe the home of Cybele. 2. What effect does the place 
have upon Saturn? 3. What effect does Saturn's coming have upon the 
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Titans? 4. How does he address them? 5* Who are the speakers and what 
the substance of their speeches in the debate that follows? 6. Describe the 
appearance, in the midst of the Titans, of Hyperion. 

Book III, I. How is Apollo described? 2. What is the purport of his 
speeches ? 3* Why is Hyperion called Miltonic ? 

In a Drear-Nighted December 

I. What thought is expressed in the first stanza? 2. With what im- 
agery? 3. What thought is given in the second stanza, and what is the 
imagery used ? 4* What is the concluding thought in the last stanza ? 

La Belle Dame Sans Merci 

I. The knight is asked what questions in the first two stanzas? 2, 
What description of the knight is given in the third stanza. 3« Through the 
knight's reply, what is told in the remainder of the poem of his adventure? 
4. Does the poem seem to have any symbolic meaning? 5. For instance, does 
the fairy stand for Poesy and the disconsolate knights for unsuccessful poets? 
Give any other interpretation that occurs to you. 

On Seeing the Elgin Marbles 

I. How does the poet feel when looking at the Elgin marbles? 2, 
Comment on the fitness of the comparison of a poet unable to express his 
high feelings to a sick eagle looking at the sky. 

On the Sea 

I. What contrasts are made in the aspects of the sea? 2. Of what 
value may the sight of the sea be to man ? 3. How does Keats* interpretation 
of nature differ from that of Wordsworth or Shelley? 

When I Have Fears That I May Cease to Be 

I. How does this poem express the poet's longing for fame and love? 
2. Explain the meaning of line 6, and compare with Kant's saying, " Two 
things fill me with awe, the grandeur of the starry heavens without, and the 
grandeur of the moral law within." 3. This has been called " the most 
Shakespearean of the sonnets of the poet who is sometimes said to have 
had more of Shakespeare's spirit than any other modem writer." Point out 
some of the ways in which this sonnet resembles those of Shakespeare. 

Bright Star, Would I Were as Steadfast as Thou Art 

I. Find out when and under what circumstances this sonnet was written. 
2. What wish does the poet express? 

General Questions 

I. What can you surmise from these poems were some of the artistic 
and literary enthusiasms of Keats? 2. Does his work show, as Shelley's and 
Wordsworth's does, any consciousness of the greater questions of life? 3. 
In one of Keats' letters is the explanation, " Oh, for a life of sensations rather 
than thoughts ! " Judging by the poems read, would you say that Keats was 
largely under the influence of his senses in his writing? 4. Illustrate the 
sensitiveness of eye, ear, touch, taste, and smell in his case. 5. Keats also 
said that he looked upon " a fine phrase as a lover upon his beloved." Do his 
poems bear out this statement? 6. Palgrave says the leading characteristics 
of Keats' poetry are " Copiousness in exquisite detail, perpetual freshness of 
detail." Show whether this statement is correct. 7- Keats' poetry and his 
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theories about poetry naturally suggest inquiry into the nature of the highest 
beauty in poetry — whether it should have ethical and philosophical elements 
or not. Give your view. 8. What justification is there in Keats' work for 
the general belief that had he lived he would have become one of the greatest 
poets ? 

NINETEENTH CENTURY LYRICS 
ROBERT SOUTHEY 

ThQ Battle of Blenheim 

I. Who are the speakers in this poem? What occasions the conversa- 
tion? 2. Show how the sarcasm of the poem constitutes an arraignment of 
war. 3* Find out what you can about the cause of the War of the Spanish 
Succession in which the battle of Blenheim took place. 4. Why was this 
particular war a good one to select to show the absurdity of war? 

WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR 

Past Ruined Ilion 

I. What contrast is given between the evanescence of life and the im- 
mortality of poetry? 

The Death of Artemidora 

I. Give a brief abstract of the incident. 

Dirce 

I. What tribute is paid to the beauty of Dirce? 

On Lucretia Borgia's Hair 

I. What is the thought of this poem? 

Memory and Pride 

I. Who was lanthe? 2. What questions did she ask the poet? 3. In- 
terpret his reply. 

The Love of Other Years 

I. What contrast is made between the poet and his " love of other 
years " ? 

To Robert Browning 

I. Explain carefully all the references to Browning. 2. Are they well 
selected characteristics ? 

On Timely Death 

I. What answer would you give to the question raised in this poem ? 

To Age 

I. In what spirit does the poet think of age? What has age done for 
him ? 

On His Seventy-fifth Birthday 

I. What have been the poet's ideals in life? 2. Is this characterization 
true of Landor ? 3« Compare this poem with Browning's Prospice and Tenny- 
son's Crossing the Bar. 
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THOMAS CAMPBELL 
Hohenlinden 

I. Find out when and between what forces the battle of Hohenlinden 
was fought. 2. What details are given of the first stages of the battle? 3. 
What details of the battle proper? 4. What details of the aftermath? 5. 
Point out sudden shifts of mood in the poem. 6. It has been said of this poem 
that it is " the only representation o'f a modern battle which possesses either 
interest or sublimity." Do you agree with this opinion ? 

Ye Mariners of England 

I. What aspect of England's greatness does this poem celebrate? 2. 
What qualities as a patriotic poem give it its popularity? 3. Compare it with 
Tennyson's The Fleet and Kipling's The Seven Seas. 

The Battle of the Baltic 

I. Look up the circumstances connected with the Battle of the Baltic, 
sometimes called the Battle of Copenhagen. 2. What details of the engage- 
ment are referred to in the poem? 3. Compare this poem with respect to 
descriptive force with Hohenlinden, 

THOMAS MOORE 

The Light of Other Days 

" Oft in the Stilly Night." i. Of what mood is this poem expressive ? 2. In 
what respects is it well adapted to singing? 3. Look up the details of Moore's 
life and see with what circumstances in it this poem is connected. 

'Tis the Last Rose of Summer 

I. What is the thought of this poem? 2. In what respects is it adapted 
for singing? 

The Harp That Once Through Tara's Halls 
I. What is the thought of this poem? 

Ohy Breathe not His Name 

Robert Emmet, i. Look up facts about Robert Emmet. 2. What references 
to him in this poem? 3* What is the central idea of the poem? 

LEIGH HUNT 
Rondeau 

I. What is the point of this poem? 

THOMAS LOVE PEACOCK 

The Men of Gotham 

I. What is the significance of the incident related? 

The War Song of Dinas Vawr 

I. Note the details of the raid described in the poem. 

The Friar's Song 

I. What has been the friar's history? 
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JOHN WOLFE 

The Burial of Sir John Moore 

I. Find in some sketch of Sir John Moore the circumstances of his 
death. 2. What details of the burial are described? 3« Such critics as 
Edmund Gosse regard this poem as " among the four or five best martial 
poems in our language, preeminent for simplicity, patriotic fervor, and manly 
pathos." Can you agree to this estimate? 4. Wolfe was fond of Campbell's 
Hohenlinden. Are there any general resemblances between that poem and 
this ? 

JOHN KEBLE 

United States 

I. Show why the poet calls America the "Tyre of the farther west." 
a. Would conditions nowadays justify such a poem? 

THOMAS HOOD 
Fair Ines 

I. Give a brief abstract of this poem. 

The Bridge of Sighs 

I. What scene is described in the first part of the poem? a. What 
plea does the latter part contain? 

The Song of the Shirt 

I. What scene is described? a. What plea is contained in the song 
sung by the woman? 3* How true is this as a description of The Bridge of 
Sighs and The Song of the Shirt, "They are no clamorous expressions of 
anger at the discrepancies and contrasts of humanity, but plain solemn pictures 
of conditions of life, which neither the politician nor the moralist can deny 
to exist and which they are imperatively called upon to remedy " ? 

The Death-Bed 

I. Note the simplicity of this description of common human experience 
in such circumstances. 

WINTHROP MACKWORTH PRAED 

The Belle of the Ball-Room 

I. Recount the story told in this poem. 

A Letter of Advice 

I. What allusions to the characteristics and follies of the times? 

WILLIAM BARNES 

Blackmwore Maidens 

I. How is the attractiveness of the Blackmwore maidens emphasized ? 

The Surprise 

I. Give a brief abstract of this poem. 
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THOMAS LOVELL BEDDOES 

Dream-Pedlery 

I. What is the thought of this poem? 2. One critic has said that the 
ten lines of the first stanza contain more poetry than the entire works of 
Byron. 3* Comment on this opinion. 

Ballad of Human Life 

I. What is the thought of this poem? 

From Death's Jest Book 

"To Sea, to Sea!" i. What is the mood of this poem? 2. Note the singing 
quality of the verse. 

Dirge 

I. What is the cause of the grief of the person addressed in the poem? 
2. What contrast is made between sleep and death as means of assuaging 
sorrow? 3« Point out sixteenth-century influences in this and other poems of 
Beddoes. 

Song 

I. What is the point of this rather uncanny poem? 

EDWARD FITZGERALD 

From The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam 

I. Which quatrains express the thought of the brevity of life and 
beauty? 2. Which show the attitude toward life taken by the poet in the 
face of the fact of the brevity of life? 3* What is the poet's attitude toward 
a future Hfe? 4. What is his conception of the nature of God? Show the 
meaning of quatrains LXXXII-XC. 5- Give reasons why quatrains LXX- 
LXXXI should be called " the noblest stanzas in the whole poem." 6. Is 
there any regular sequence of thought in the poem as a whole? 7. What 
qualities render this poem so attractive to readers? 

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING 

A Musical Instrument 

I. How did the god Pan make his musical instrument ? 2. Look up the 
legend connected with Pan and the origin of the shepherd's pipe. 3. What 
symbolic meaning is given the poem in the last stanza ? 

From Sonnets from the Portuguese 

I. Look up the circumstances under which these sonnets were written 
and published. 2. Carefully read each sonnet for its central thought. 3. In 
order to make this definite, frame an appropriate title for each sonnet. 

4. Point out some of the most direct allusions to the Brownings* courtship. 

5. What qualities entitle these to rank as among the greatest sonnets in Eng- 
lish? 6. Is there a distinctly feminine note in them? 7- Select the one that 
you like best, giving reasons for your choice. 

* Cowper's Grave 

I. What pathetic circumstances in Cowper's life are referred to? 
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* The Cry of the Children 

I. Why are the children weeping? 2. What injuries and deprivations 
of child labor does the poem set forth? 3. Have conditions improved in this 
respect? 4. What qualities about the poem make this appeal effective? 

WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY 

At the Church Gate 

I. What scene is depicted in this poem? 

The End of the Play 

I. What propositions regarding life does this poem lay down? 2# Is 
it appropriate for a Christmas poem? 

ARTHUR HUGH CLOUGH 
Qua Cursum Ventus 

I. Should this poem be interpreted as a metaphorical discussion of the 
divergence of men's creeds or is it merely a figurative representation of the 
common phrase, ** They were friends but they drifted apart " ? 2. What wish 
does the poet voice in the last two stanzas? 

Whither Depart the Brave 

I. How does this poem show in Clough traces of what Saintsbury 
calls "that well-known form of nineteenth-century scepticism which has 
neither the strength to believe nor the courage to disbelieve"? 

Where Lies the Land 

I. Interpret the poem as a picture of life under the image of the 
voyage of a ship. 2. What contrasted aspects of life do the second and third 
stanzas set forth? 

Ah! Yet Consider It Again! 

I. Show how in this poem the poet is feeling and expressing "the 
weight of this unintelligible world." 

In the Depths 

I. What is the underlying thought of this poem? 

The Latest Decalogue 

I. What principles does this poem lay down? 2. Does it represent 
conventional morality truly? 

Say not the Struggle Nought Availeth 

I. What imagery underlies this poem? 2. The picture of the rising 
tide in the third stanza is in Saintsbury's opinion, " Perhaps dough's greatest 
title to poetic fame." 3* Why does it deserve such praise? 

Life Is Struggle 

I. What is the poet's attitude toward life? 

FREDERICK LOCKER-LAMPSON 
To My Grandmother 

I. What details of the portrait of the grandmother are given in the 
poem? 2. What contrasts between the portrait and the grandmother as the 
poet knew her? 
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My Mistress's Boots 

I. What are the poet's thoughts about his mistress's boots? 2. Is this 
poem witty or humorous? 3. What seem to be the dominant characteristics 
of Locker-Lampson's poetry? 

COVENTRY PATMORE 

The Spirit's Epochs 

I. Interpret the meaning of the poem. 

The Married Lover 

I. By what means does the wife keep alive her husband's love? 

2. Patmore has been called the " poet of domestic love." 3. Comment on this 
with reference to this poem. 

If I Were Dead 

I. What is the thought of the poem? 

SIDNEY DOBELL 

America 

I. Under what circumstances was the poem written? 2. What things 
are pointed out in the first stanza as links between England and America? 

3. What appeal is made in the last stanza? 

CHRISTINA ROSSETTI 

* Goblin Market 

I. What is the incident related in this poem? 2. Is the poem to be 
taken merely as a fairy tale or does it have a deeper meaning? If so, what 
would its lesson be? Note that, as W. M. Rossetti has told us, the central 
point in the story is Lizzie's service to her sister in procuring for her a second 
taste of the goblin fruits which the goblins themselves would not voluntarily 
accord. 

* The Three Enemies 

I. What temptations are offered by the flesh, the world, and the devil? 
2. Note the intense religious devotion of the replies to each temptation. 

* The Prince's Progress 

The Bride-Song. i. What is the subject of this song? 2, What is its cen- 
tral idea? 

* A Birthday 

I. What is the thought and the mood of this poem? 
Song 

"When I Am Dead, My Dearest." i. What wish is expressed in the first 
stanza? What reasons for this wish are given in the second stanza? 

The First Day 

I. What is the central idea in this sonnet? 

Remember 

I. What is the central idea in this sonnet? 
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Rest 

I. What idea in regard to death is brought out in this sonnet? 

Abnegation 

I. In what way does the speaker in this poem show a spirit of abne- 
gation ? 

Trust 

I. What basis for religious trust is here expressed? 

Up-Hill 

I. What ideas regarding life and the hereafter does this poem give? 

CHARLES STUART CALVERLEY 

Companions 

I. What is meant as the central thought of this poem? 2. Does it 
illustrate Calverley's humor of which it has been said, " His laughter was 
of that human sort which was often on the verge of tears"? 

AUSTIN DOBSON 
A Dead Letter 

I. Give a brief abstract of this poem. 2. What tinge of regret is to be 
noted ? 

JAMES THOMSON 

From The City of Dreadful Night 

Melencolia. i. What details make up this picture of Melencolia and her 
surroundings? 2. Compare this poem, if possible, with Durer's engraving 
entitled " Melencolia " to see how faithfully Thomson has followed the picture. 

ARTHUR O'SHAUGHNESSY 

Has Summer Come Without the Rose? 
I. Give an abstract of this poem. 

Ode 

I. What is the thought of this poem? 
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VL THE VICTORIAN AGE 

VICTORIAN ES^SAYISTS 
THOMAS BABINGTON MACAULAY 

* Life of Johnson 

I. What characteristics of mind and temperament does Macaulay say 
Johnson's boyhood exhibited ? 2. What is said about his education ? 3. What 
is told about Johnson's hard struggle in London and the effects of this upon 
his manners and disposition? 4. What is told about Johnson's friends? 
5. What account of Johnson's works does Macaulay give and which of these 
does he regard as the most important? 6. What is said about the charm and 
power of Johnson's conversation? 7. What of his prejudices? 8. What 
seems to have been the secret of Johnson's remarkable influence? 9. Does 
Macaulay's treatment of Johnson impress you as being fair? 

The Romance of History 

I. What criticism of historians does Macaulay make? 2. What are his 
ideals of historical writing? 3. By examining portions of his History of 
England, find out whether he was able to carry out his theories on this 
matter. 

* History of England, from Vol. I. 

Chapter III. On the State of England in 1685. i. Describe the coffee-house 
and show its influence upon the social life of the time. 2. What is said of the 
means for travel? 3* Consider the great amount of reading that must have 
been back of so comprehensive an account of England in 1685. 4. Does this 
piece of writing seem to embody the ideals of historical writing that Macaulay 
set forth in The Romance of History f 

General Characteristics 

I. What seems to have been the basis of Macaulay's extraordinary 
success in historical writing? 2. Is he an impartial historian? 3. What are 
some of the means by which he secures his remarkably clear style? 4. What 
are its shortcomings? 

THOMAS CARLYLE 

* Sartor Resartus 

Book I. Chapter I. Preliminary, i. What does this chapter disclose in 

regard to the subject of the book? 2. What does it pretend is the source and 

authorship of the clothes' philosophy? 

Chapter II. Editorial Difficulties, i. How is the structure and style of 

Teufelsdrockh's book described? 

Book II. Chapter VI. The Sorrows of Teufelsdrockh. i. Describe the 

beginnings of the hero's actual conflict. 2. How did he at first seek to escape ? 

3. What are his later experiences? 4. What are some of the thoughts to 

which he gives expression? 
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Chapter VII. The Everlasting No, i. What depths of despair does the hero 
reach in this chapter? 2. How does he begin to escape? 
Chapter VIII. Center of Indifference, i. Describe the stage reached by the 
hero in this chapter. 2. What are his reflections upon ancient cities, war, 
Napoleon, dueling? 

Chapter IX. The Everlasting Yea. i. What further stage of spiritual expe- 
rience does the hero reach in this chapter? 2. Consider carefully what 
Carlyle means to say here regarding happiness and the way to seek it. 
3. Look into the details of Carlyle's days earlier to see whether he passed 
through a spiritual struggle which under a thin disguise he may be describing 
in this book. 

Book III. Chapter VIII. Natural Supernaturalism. i. What does Carlyle 
say regarding the significance of miracles? What does he say regarding 
man's limitations of time and space? 

The French Revolution 

From Volume I, Book V. Chapters IV-VI. i. What scenes of the Revolu- 
tion are described? 2. Which do you think is the most vivid? Point out 
vivid portraitures of persons. 3. Does Carlyle seem an impartial historian ? 

Past and Present 

Book III. Chapter X. Plugson of Undershot, i. Explain what Carlyle 
means by saying that man's philosophies are usually the " supplement of his 
practice." 2. What symptoms of social death does he detect? 3. What are 
his thoughts about cash-payment? 4- How is Plugson's ledger viewed by 
Heaven? 5- How does Carlyle show the truth of his saying that all human 
things require to have an ideal in them? 6. Why is Plugson classed as a 
Bucanier and Chactaw? ?• Does Carlyle despair of a change coming in the 
industrial system? 

Chapter XI. Labor, i. What tribute does Carlyle pay to work? 2. Are his 
views correct ? 3» What qualities is " brave Sir Christopher " used to exem- 
plify? 4. For what qualities does Carlyle praise Columbus? 
Chapter XII. Reward, i. What does Carlyle mean by the saying, " Work is 
Worship"? 2. In what terms does he condemn idleness? 3« Can one hope 
for complete reward for his work in this world ? 4. Who, in Carlyle's opinion, 
is the truly brave man? 5. Explain what Carlyle means by the statement 
that " he who works bodies forth the form of Things Unseen." 6. What does 
Carlyle say about the close affinity between wisdom and insanity? ?• Explain 
his statement, "All work, in its degree, is a making of madness sane." 
S. Does industrial work under the bondage of Mammon lose the high benefits 
that Carlyle claims for work? Is Plugson to be altogether condemned? 
Chapter XIII. Democracy, i. In what respects does Carlyle think the lot of 
the industrial world at this time more unbearable than at any other period of 
history? 2. What is said about "liberty to die by starvation"? 3. What is 
his definition of true liberty? 4- What was the function of William the Con- 
queror ? 5. Explain Carlyle's definition of democracy as the despair of finding 
heroes to govern us, and contented putting up with the want of them. 6. How 
has the tailor become the symbol of democracy? 7- Is Carlyle right in saying 
that while freedom from oppression is an indispensable part of liberty, yet it is 
an insignificant part? 8. What in his opinion is the true essence of liberty? 
9* What great lesson must England learn? 

Book IV. Chapter VIII. The Didactic, i. Who is the preacher who 
preaches with effect to captains of industry? 2, What evidences are there 
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that the brutish empire of Mammon is breaking up? 3* What is Carlyle's 
attitude toward America? 4- What must those who desire the new era do to 
hasten its coming? 5. What deeds are to take the place in the future of the 
deeds formerly held bravest and noblest? 6. What should be the highest aim 
of man in this life? 

♦ On Heroes and Hero- Worship 

Lecture I. The Hero as Divinity, Odin, Paganism. Scandinavian Mythology. 

1. What is the thesis laid down by Carlyle in regard to history? 2. What is 
the meaning of the term, hero-worship? 3. How valuable is it in safeguard- 
ing civilization? 4. Comment on the truth of the statement which forms the 
fundamental thought of this first lecture, " A man's religion is the chief fact 
with regard to him." 5. What seems to be Carlyle's definition of religion? 

6. Why does he think Scandinavian paganism is the most interesting type? 

7. What does he tell about Odin as a typical Norseman? 

Lecture III. The Hero as Poet. Dante, Shakespeare, i. Why does Carlyle 
think a great man could be all sorts of men? a. What place does he assign 
to natural aptitude? 3. What connection does Carlyle see between poet and 
prophet? 4- How does he define poetry? 5. What does he say in regard to 
a vein of poetry existing in the heart of all men ? 6. What aspects of Dante's 
character impress Carlyle most ? 7. What qualities of the The Divine Comedy 
most impress him? 8. What are the grounds of Carlyle's appreciation of 
Shakespeare? 9« To what extent does Carlyle find Shakespeare revealed in 
his works? 10. What sort of religion does Carlyle find in him? In what 
sense does he find Shakespeare divine? 

General Questions 

I. Matthew Arnold sums up Carlyle's chief teachings in the following 
sentence, " Carlyle preaches the dignity of labor, the necessity of righteous- 
ness, the love of veracity, the hatred of shams." Can you add anything to 
this enumeration? 2. Is the tone of his writing on these subjects intensely 
earnest? 3« Point out instances of his effective use of ridicule and sarcasm. 
4. Lowell in speaking of the vividness of Carlyle's writing has said, " He is 
himself a witness, and makes us witnesses of whatever he describes." Illus- 
trate this quality from some of the selections read. 5. Select from Sartor 
Resartus some specimens of the chaotic sentences and verbal eccentricities 
that have earned for Carlyle's style the name of " Carlylese." 6. Do the same 
qualities seem to be present in his other writings? 7. Should Carlyle's style 
be taken as a model? 8. Compare as prose writer with Macaulay. 9. Which 
has the most inspiring message? 

JOHNRUSKIN 

* From The Stones of Venice 

Volume II. Chapter IV. St. Mark's, x. Is it the writer's purpose to give 
definite ideas and pictures or to arouse certain feelings and create a certain 
impression? 2. What is the artistic value of the contrast between St. Mark's 
and a typical English cathedral ? 3« What details of St. Mark's are specially 
emphasized? 4. Point out some of the things in Ruskin's style that are dis- 
tinctively poetic, such as word-painting, bold figures, alliteration, rhythm, etc. 

Crown of Wild Olive 

♦Introduction, i. What two examples are given of labor wrongly directed? 

2. What explanations of the cause of this are given? 3. What principle does 
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the writer say that he has had difficulty in getting people to accept? 4. What 
other difficulty does he speak of? 5- What two exhortations are given in the 
latter part of this introduction? 

Tra£Bc. x. What can be learned from the introductory paragraphs regarding 
the occasion of this address? 2. What does Ruskin say of taste as a moral 
quality? 3. What is his theory in regard to the relation between national 
life and art? 4. What in his mind is the significance of the fact that schools 
and churches are Gothic, while mills and mansions are not? 5. What have 
been the three great European religions and what in each case was the related 
school of architecture? 6. What does he regard as the apparent religion of 
the men of his generation? 7. What condemnation does he give to the 
doctrine, " To do the best for yourself is finally to do the best for others " ? 

General Questions 

X. What are your impressions of Ruskin's descriptive power? a. Do 
his ideas of social reform seem just and practicable? 3. If they seem not to 
be practicable, is this a reflection on Ruskin or on things as they are? 4. Is 
Ruskin dogmatic in his presentation of them? 5. Is he capable of using 
biting satire? 6. Is he consistent in his statement of his ideals? 7. Discuss 
the extent to which Ruskin in his writing used the phraseology of the Bible. 
8. Comment on Ruskin's wealth of allusion and illustration. 9. What are the 
leading qualities and chief elements of Ruskin*s style? 10. Is Ruskin the art 
critic at all evident in the lectures on social questions? 

JOHN HENRY, CARDINAL NEWMAN 

* Lead, Kindly Light 

I. Under what circumstances was the poem composed? For his atti- 
tude of mind when the hymn was composed, see his Apologia Pro Vita Sna, 
pp. 94-100. 2. The exact meaning of lines 17-18 has been much discussed. 
Give your interpretation. 3. What qualities make this one of the finest hymns 
in the language? 

Idea of a University 

Discourse VI. Knowledge Viewed in Relation to Learning, z. What idea 
does Newman find difficulty in expressing because the English language lacks 
the proper word ? 2. What meaning does Newman attach to the terms " phil- 
osophy," " enlargement of mind," etc. ? 3- How does he propose to investi- 
gate the nature of liberal knowledge ? 4. What is his idea of the proper dis- 
tinction between university study and that of the lower schools? 5. Does he 
consider liberal knowledge to be a matter independent of the acquirement of 
information? 6. Explain his illustrations of enlargement of mind through 
the acquirement of new ideas? 7. What else, in his opinion, besides increased 
knowledge, is necessary to such enlargement? 8. Contrast the man whose 
mind is possessed with only one object or no object, with the man whose mind 
is well-disciplined. 9* What do you think of Newman's arraignment of mem- 
ory? 10. What does he charge are some of the chief mistakes that beset the 
education of the universities in his day? n. What is his opinion as to the 
value of private study? 12. Of what benefit is the intermingling of college 
students? 13- Does the average man when he talks of educating the people 
mean the sort of education Newman is describing? If not, what is his con- 
ception of education? 
♦Literature, i. What false view of the classics does Newman oppose? 
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2. What is his definition of literature? 3. What distinction does he draw 
between literature and science? 4. What is said about the relation of expres- 
sion and style? 5. What comments are made on Cicero? 6. What on elab- 
oration ? 7. What on translation ? 8. What qualities does Newman assign to 
the great writer? 

University Sketches 

* Chapter II. What Is a University? i. What, in Newman's opinion, is the 
chief requisite of a university? 2. What illustrations does he make use of 
to enforce his point ? 

* Chapter III. Site of a University, i. Note the elaborate description of 
Athens at the first of the chapter. 2. What point in regard to the fitting site 
for a university does Newman intend to show by means of it? 3- What 
other institutions of learning are mentioned as having noble sites? 4- How 
do the English colleges compare in this respect with others? 

General Questions 

I. " Carlyle's style is like the full untutored swing of the giant's arm; 
Cardinal Newman's is the assured self-possession, the quiet gracefulness, of 
the finished athlete." Does this quotation express the difference that you 
perceive? 2. Select some passages that particularly well illustrate the finish 
and urbanity of Newman's manner. 3. " Inferior styles express the purpose 
but conceal the man ; Newman's expresses the purpose by revealing the man." 
What are your impressions of Newman from his writings ? 4. Does Newman 
seem a subtle thinker? 5. Are you able to follow his development of a 
thought easily? 

MATTHEW ARNOLD 

* Culture and Anarchy 

Chapter I. Sweetness and Light, i. What motive does Arnold assign to cul- 
ture as a contradiction of the prevalent idea that its riiotive is curiosity? 
2. What is his idea of the relation of culture to religion? 3. What does 
Arnold mean by " machinery " ? 4. What does he think is the real value 
of this " machinery " ? 5. What does he mean by the terms " sweetness and 
light"? 6. What does he think is the ideal of poetry? 7. What relation is 
there between poetry and religion? 8. What fault does he find with the 
English people in their attitude toward culture? 9. Why, according to 
Arnold, has Oxford been the home of so many lost causes? xo. How does 
he think culture works for equality? 

Chapter IV. Hebraism and Hellenism, i. What force does Arnold describe 
by Hebraism? 2. What by Hellenism? 3. What contrast does he draw 
between the two in respect to aim and the method of realizing this aim? 

4. What does Arnold conceive is the relation of Christianity to Hebraism? 

5. What is the attitude of each of these two forces to the idea of sin? 

6. Which one of these forces is the law of human development? 7. How 
is this point illustrated by the question of immortality? 8. How does Arnold 
show that these two forces have worked out into the Renascence and the 
Reformation? 9. What is his comment on English Puritanism of the seven- 
teenth century? 10. What is Arnold's final definition of culture? 

Essays in Criticism, Second Series 

The Study of Poetry, i. What does Arnold regard as the function of poetry? 
2. What are the three points of view from which poetry may be estimated? 
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3. What is Arnold's suggestion in regard to a means for detecting the really 
excellent in poetry ? 4. Can you determine what principle of choice led Arnold 
to the selection of the particular touchstones given in the essays? 5. What 
notable writers are discussed in the review of E^iglish poetry ? 6. Do Arnold's 
judgments about them seem sound? 

"^ Discourses in America 

Lfiterature and Science, i. What are the ideas of Plato which Arnold quotes 
about the handicrafts and working professions? a. What objection to literary 
culture is he considering? 3. What had been Huxley's criticisms of Arnold's 
theory of culture? 4- What is Arnold's answer to them? 5. What does he 
regard as the value of literature in education and in life? 6. Carefully note 
the bases for this view. 7- Why does Arnold regard literature as superior 
to science in educative value? 8. Why does he prefer Greek as a means of 
maintaining these values rather than a modern literature? 

General Questions 

X. What are your impressions of Arnold's critical ability? Do you 
detect in the selections studied the intellectual and moral superciliousness 
which some have called " literary dandyism " in Arnold ? 2. Are there any 
evidences of his gift for stinging satire? 3- Give instances of his facility 
for making happy phrases. 4- Leslie Stephen speaks of Arnold's " curious 
delight in discovering catchwords and repeating them sometimes to weari- 
ness." Illustrate. 5* Point out some of the elements that make his style so 
clear. 6. What mannerisms does it show? 7. What seems to be Arnold's 
distinctive message to his generation? 

THOMAS HENRY HUXLEY 

* On a Piece of Chalk 

I. Analyze step by step the facts which Huxley states and state the 
conclusion he reaches. 2. By what processes does he examine these initial 
facts? 3- What new ideas does he introduce? 4. How do they elucidate the 
old and reach out to new ideas? 5. By what methods does Huxley render a 
scientific lecture like this attractive to his readers? 

* On Improving Natural Knowledge 

I. What picture of the state of scientific knowledge in the seventeenth 
century does Huxley draw? 2. Reproduce Huxley's outline of the improve- 
ment of natural knowledge since then and its effect on men's daily lives. 
3- What point in regard to the benefits of science does he make by the illus- 
tration of the Alpine mother? 4- Reproduce his illustrations of the various 
ways in which men " ask for bread and receive ideas." 5. What does he 
consider to be the effect of the improvement of natural knowledge on religion 
and ethics? 

* A Liberal Education and Where to Find It 

I. What motives for obtaining an education does Huxley give, and with 
which of these does he sympathize? 2. What seems to be his opinion of the 
ordinary education of his day? 3. What was his theory of education? 4. Is 
it too practical? 5. Compare Huxley's description of the liberally educated 
man with Newman's in Knowledge Viewed in Relation to Learning, 
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VICTORIAN POETRY 

ALFRED TENNYSON 

Mariana 

I. What feeling is the poet setting forth? 2. Point out how the objects 
and sounds are selected so as to suggest this mood. 3- What connection has 
the poem with Shakespeare's description of Mariana in Measure for Measure, 
Act. Ill, Sc. i? 4- Is the refrain monotonous? Did Tennyson desire that 
effect ? 

Song 

I. What details of the garden are used to depict the melancholy of 
autumn ? 

The Poet 

I. What is Tennyson's conception of the poet's mission? 

The Lady of Shalott 

I. Give a heading to each of the four divisions of this poem, and with 
the aid of these fix in mind the details of the story, a. Is this poem to be 
taken as a bit of romance or should an ethical interpretation be sought? In 
the latter case, what would be the deeper meaning? 3. Point out descriptive 
passages that are especially vivid. 4- Indicate suggestions of popular super- 
stitions. 5* Compare this fore-study of Arthurian romance with the later 
" Lancelot and Elaine " in Idylls of the King, 

* CEnone 

I. If the story upon which this poem is based is not familiar, look it 
up in a classical dictionary. 2. Who is speaking throughout the poem? 
3. To whom are the words spoken? 4. Under what circumstances? 5. Re- 
late the account of the judgment of Paris. 6. Note especially Pallas' speech, 
lines 142-148. Does it belong in spirit to the Greek story or is it a state- 
ment of Tennyson's own ideas ? 7« The refrain is in imitation of a pecuHarity 
of Greek idylls. Does it add or detract from the reader's pleasure? 

The Palace of Art 

I. For what purpose was the palace built? a. Note the architectural 
features of the palace and its surroundings. 3* Describe the interior of the 
palace and its decorations. 4- Especially note the series of paintings in lines 
61-128. 5* Why was there no satisfaction in the palace for the Soul which 
dwelt there? 6. What happened after four years? 7. What is the ethical 
import of the poem? 

A Dream of Fair Women 

I. Under what circumstances does this dream come to the poet? 
2. Identify the fair women mentioned and tell what each of them was noted 
for in history. 3» Which portrayal seems most faithful to the historic con- 
ception of the character? 4. Which is the most poetic and pleasing, irrespec- 
tive of historic truth? 5. What is gained by having the characters act and 
speak before us instead of being presented one by one? Point out some fine 
similes. 
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Saint Agnes' Eve 

I. Look up the legend of St. Agnes and the date of her evening. 

2. Who is the speaker in the poem? 3« What are her thoughts? 4* Show 
the harmony of character, word, and setting. 

You Ask Me, Why, Tho' 111 at Ease 

I. What question has been put to the poet? 2. What is his answer? 

3. Under what circumstances would he wish to live elsewhere than in Eng- 
land? 4. What seem to be the poet's political ideals? 

Of Old Sat Freedom on the Heights 

I. What statement about freedom is made in the first two stanzas? 

2. What do the third and fourth stanzas say about freedom in England? 

3. What wish in the last two stanzas about the future of freedom in England? 

Sir Galahad 

I. What are the traits of Galahad's character? 2. Could the poem be 
called a study in the medieval ideal of religion? 3. Compare him with the 
nun described in St, Agnes' Eve, 

A Farewell 

I. What are the details of the scene pictured? 2. What is the mood 
of the poet ? 3- With what incident in Tennyson's life is this poem connected ? 

Morte D'Arthur 

(See below under questions for Idylls of the King, "The Passing of 
Arthur," page 92.) 

Ulysses 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. Under what circumstances does he speak? 
3' To whom are his words addressed? 4« What has been the character of 
his past life? 5- What does he propose to do now? Why? 6, Of what 
spirit may this poem be said to be the embodiment? 7. Is there anything 
symbolical in the character of Ulysses? 8. Compare Tennyson's conception 
of Ulysses with that of history? 9. Find out the circumstances in Tennyson's 
life that gave rise to the writing of this poem. 

LfOcksley Hall 

I. Give the dramatic situation, — that is, the speaker and the circum- 
stances under which he speaks. 2. Describe the youthful days of the hero. 
3. What were the circumstances of his love affair, and what was its outcome ? 
4- Upon what grounds does he indict his age ? 5. To what conclusion does he 
at last come and why? 6. Point out allusions to recent discoveries in astron- 
omy, electricity, etc. 7- How is the scientific spirit of the nineteenth century 
manifested in this poem? 

Break, Break, Break 

X. What is said in the first stanza about the effect of the breaking 
waves upon the poet? 2. Stanzas two and three tell why this effect is pro- 
duced by reminding the reader of the tragedy of the sea. Show how this 
is done through the several characters mentioned. 3. What is the thought of 
the last stanza ? 4. Tennyson has called this poem " a melody of tears." 
Why? 5. Account if you can for the charm of this poem. 6. Find out the 
experience in Tennyson's life that produced it. 
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The Poet's Song 

I. By what theme did the poet so charm the birds? a. Compare this 
conception of the poet's function with that in Tennyson's The Poet, 

Songs from the Princess 

Tears, Idle Tears, i. What is the cause for tears? a. What different com- 
parisons are used in order to bring out the different qualities of the emotion. 
The Splendor Falls on Castle Walls, i. What contrast is made in this poem 
between mountain echoes and our personal echoes or influence? 
Thy Voice Is Heard Through Rolling Drums, i. What is the source of the 
soldier's courage? 

Home They Brought Her Warrior Dead. i. What is the incident intended to 
illustrate ? 2. Compare with an incident in Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel,. 
I., 9. 

Ask Me No More. i. What is the attitude of the maiden towards her lover?" 
a. How does she finally yield to love's influence? 

General Questions, x. Which of these five songs do you prefer and why?" 
a. What qualities should a good song have as distinguished from other forms 
of poetry? 3- Do Tennyson's songs possess these qualities? 

From In Memoriam A. H. H. 

I. What was the occasion that gave rise to this poem? a. How was 
it composed? 

Prologue. This part of the poem, though appearing at the beginning, was 
undoubtedly the last part to be written. It is, accordingly, a triumphant 
statement of faith that has come to him after his years of struggle with 
grief and doubt, i. To whom does the poet make his prayer? a. Is the 
*' Immortal Love " to be identified with Christ ? 3* What argument for 
immortality is given in the third stanza? 4- What statement is made about 
the freedom of the will in the fourth stanza? 5« In the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh stanzas what contrast is made between faith and knowledge? 6. For 
what does the poet ask forgiveness in the remaining stanzas? 
* I. I. What is the poet's problem, and what answer does he find to it? III^ 
I. What question about yielding to sorrow does the poet raise? XIX. i- 
What comparison is made between the tide in the River Wye and the poet's 
grief? XXVII. i. What things does the poet determine not to envy and 
why? a. What conclusion is expressed in the last stanza? *LIV. i* 
What does the poet believe the " final goal of ill " ? a. What is the 
basis for this conclusion? LV. i. What aspects of nature cause the 
poet to falter in his faith? *LVI. i. Note the continuation of thought 
from the preceding poem. a. Does the poet see any hope? LXIV. i. What 
comparison is used to show how the poet may be remembered by his dead 
friend? LXVII. i. What vision does the poet have in the night of his 
friend's memorial tablet? LXXXVIII. i. Interpret the question that the 
poet asks the nightingale. * CVI. i. What hopes for mankind are expressed 
in connection with the New Year's bells? * CXV. i. Give the details in the 
description of the coming of spring, a. What is the effect of its coming on 
the poet's grief? CXXIII. i. What details are given to show that the world 
is ever changing? a. Does this fact shake the poet's faith in immortality and 
reunion? * CXXVII. i. In what way does the poet express his loyalty to 
love? *CXXVIII. I. What is the basis of this confident belief that all is 
well with the world? CXXX. i. In what way is the spiritual nature of his 
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friend's presence emphasized? a. Although this presence seems diffused 
everywhere, is it the less personal and an object of love to the poet? CXXXI. 
I. In this final prayer, what does the poet invoke, and what is his request? 
General Questions, i. On the basis of Tennyson's own statement, the poem 
(exclusive of the Prologue at the beginning and the Epithalamium at the close) 
may be divided into four parts as shown in the outline below. If the whole 
poem is accessible, it may be read through rapidly and the leading idea in the 
cantos of each of the sub-divisions of the four main divisions found. Although 
there is no steady progression of thought in the poem, the sequence of thought 
in each sub-division is not difficult to find. 

Prologue 

Poem Proper 

Cycle I. Introduction. Cantos x-27 

I Cantos 1-8 

II Cantos 9-19 

III Cantos 20-27 

Cycle II. The Past. Cantos 28-77 
I Cantos 28-49 
II Cantos 50-58 

III Cantos 59-71 

IV Cantos 71-77 

Cycle III. The Present. Cantos 78-103 

I Cantos 78-98 
II Cantos 99-103 

Cycle IV. The Future. Cantos X04-131 

I Cantos 104-131 
Epithalamium 

a. How far may In Memoriam be regarded as a direct expression of Ten- 
nyson's personal feelings and experiences? 3. What is the relation of 
Tennyson to Christianity as revealed in In Memoriam? 4. What grounds 
are given in the poem for the change in the poet's attitude toward the prob- 
lem of immortality? 5- Is the poem too discursive and too long, with too 
much repetition? 6. Look up facts regarding Hallam and the impression he 
made upon others. Has Tennyson idealized him too much? 7. If so, would 
this idealization tend to make the poem more universal as an utterance of the 
grief of all humanity for their friends? 8. Compare the treatment of friend- 
ship in In Memoriam and in the Sonnets of Shakespeare. 

Maud : A Monodrama 

Tennyson explained calling the poem a monodrama by saying, " The 
peculiarity of this poem is that different phases of passion in one person take 
the place of different characters." The poem is therefore a series of lyrics 
revealing the feelings of the hero, each section representing a stage in his 
development. Some light is thrown on the meaning of the poem by the 
original title, Maud, or The Madness, The germ of the poem was the fourth 
section of Part II which Tennyson published in 1837. At the suggestion of a 
frienti that something was needed to explain the incident, he went on and 
evolved the complete story. 

Part I. I. What is learned at the opening of the poem about the hero's 
character and mental state? 2. What have been the outer facts of his life? 
3. Is there any predisposition to madness? 4- Compare his attitude toward 

89 



QUESTIONS ON READINGS IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

society with that of the hero of Locksley Hall, 5- How is Maud introduced? 
6. What has been her history up to the present time? 7- Trace the develop- 
ment of the hero's love for her despite his unwillingness. 8. What is the 
hero's attitude toward the young lord and Maud's brother? 9- What effect 
does his acceptance by Maud have on the hero? 10. With what incident and 
in what mood does Part I close? 

Part II. I. In what country is the hero at the opening of Part II ? What is 
his mood? a. What has caused the change? $• What are your impressions 
of the character of Maud's brother? 4. Trace through sections II-V the 
development of madness in the hero. 5- Of section V, Tennyson said that it 
was written in twenty minutes and that some expert on insanity had written 
him " that nothing since Shakespeare has been so good for madness as this." 
6. Does it impress you as being a vivid representation? 

Part III. I. What is the mental state of the hero in this part? 2. What is 
the subsequent history of the man? 3. Van Dyke points out that Tennyson 
has given the strange and rather unattractive hero of Maud three gifts to 
redeem him and indicates them as (i) exquisite, delicate, sensitive perception, 
(2) the power of song, (3) the capacity for intense, ennobling love. Specify 
details that show these three qualities. 4- Is the outcome in respect to Maud's 
death satisfactory? 5- At the time of publication the poem was greatly 
assailed as a glorification of war. Was this just? 6. What is the central 
thought of the poem? Find a clue in Part I. X. vi., and compare with 
Locksley Hall, lines 33 and 34. 7- Tennyson regarded Maud as one of the 
finest things he had done. 8. How high would you rank it as a poem? 
9. What are its excellencies? Its defects? 

* Ode on the Death of the Duke of Wellington 

I. What details of Wellington's imposing funeral are suggested? 
2. What qualities are ascribed to Wellington as a soldier, a statesman, and a 
man ? 3. How true are these to the historic estimate of Wellington ? 4. What 
is the dominant idea of the eighth stanza? 5. The metrical variations are 
thought by most commentators to suggest different stages of the funeral, 
beginning with the surging of the crowd through the streets before the 
entrance into the cathedral and concluding with a requiem and farewell. 
6. Read the poem aloud and see if such an impression is made upon you. 

* The Charge of the Light Brigade 

X. What incident does the poem commemorate? 2. To what emotions 
besides that of patriotism does it appeal? 3. Why should this be one of the 
best known of Tennyson's poems? 4. For a short while Tennyson changed 
the poem so as to leave out the line " Some one had blundered," fearing to give 
offense. Was he right in restoring it? 

Song: From Guinevere 

I. What is the thought of this song? 2. What Biblical basis has it? 

Tithonus 

I. To whom is Tithonus speaking? 2, Has the gift of immortality 
proved a blessing or a curse? Why? 3. In what details is Aurora, the 
goddess of the dawn, described? 4- What are your impressions of Tithonus' 
character ? 5» Some one has said, " You can weep for Tithonus, but you can 
not imagine him shedding tears for himself." Is this a true conception of 
his character? 

90 



TENNYSON 

Milton 

I. Under what image does Tennyson describe Milton*s style? a. Com- 
pare line 3 of this poem with line lo of Wordsworth's London, 1802, 3. What 
two passages does Tennyson cite as illustrative of the splendor of Milton's 
style? 4- Look these up in the sixth and fourth book, respectively, of Para- 
dise Lost, and see if you agree with Tennyson in his preference for the 
second? 5. What is remarkable about the meter of this poem? 

Northern Farmer, Old Style 

I. Under what circumstances is the old farmer speaking? 'a. What 
thoughts does he have most in mind? 3- What elements of pathos and humor 
are brought out in his character? 

* Northern Farmer, New Style 

X. To whom is this farmer speaking? a. What advice is he giving 
him? 3. What ideals are most prominent with him? 4. Is he more or less 
attractive than the old style farmer described in the previous poem? 

^ Wages 

I. What does the poet say are the rewards of the warrior, the orator, 
and the poet? a. How is the reward of virtue contrasted with the reward of 
these? 3. What is the thought of the second stanza? 

* The Higher Pantheism 

I. What does the poet say in lines 1-8 about the nature of reality — 
is it mind or matter? a. What does he say in lines 11-12 about man's per- 
sonal relationship to God? 3- What interpretation of God's nature are 
criticised in lines 13-18? 4. What is pantheism? Why has Tennyson called 
this poem the higher pantheism? 

"^ Flower in the Crannied Wall 

I. What idea in regard to the unity of the universe does this poem 
give? 

* The Idylls of the King 

The Dedication, i. To whom is the series of poems dedicated? a. What in 
regard to this person's character are emphasized? 3» What is the poet's 
prayer for the bereaved queen ? 4. In this connection, read the poem entitled 
To the Queen which brings the Idylls to a close, and find what further tribute 
the poet makes. 5- What sources for material are mentioned? 6. What 
ethical significance did the poet intend for the series? 

The Coming of Arthur, i. At what season of the year do the incidents take 
place? a. What theories of Arthur's coming are held by each of the follow- 
ing: the Hoary Chamberlain, Ulfias and Brastias, Bedivere, Bellicent, Blys, 
Merlin? 3. Relate the circumstances of Arthur's winning Guinevere as his 
queen. 4. Describe the wedding. 5. What hints are given that the story is 
to end tragically? 6. According to the allegory intended by Tennyson what 
is the significance of the union of Arthur and Guinevere? 7. What other 
details of the poem are susceptible of allegorical interpretation? 8. What 
elements may be found in this poem of that " archaic style " which Tennyson 
said distinguished this idyll ? 9« Compare this idyll with its source in Malory, 
Book I, ascertaining how far and why Tennyson has altered and how much 
he has improved. 
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Lancelot and. Elaine, i. Show how the tragedy in this idyll is traceable back 
to Lancelot's lack of frank dealing in the opening incident. 2. Make a study 
of Elaine's character. 3« Compare her with Guinevere. 4. Does the fact 
of her care for Lancelot in his sickness affect our view of her character? 
5. Why do we tend to admire Lancelot but to dislike Guinevere, who shares 
Lancelot's sin? 6. What suggestion is th^re that Arthur suspects Lancelot 
and Guinevere? 7- What characteristics of King Arthur are presented in 
this idyll? 8. In what season of the year does the incident occur? 9. Com- 
pare this idyll with its sources in Malory's Morte D*Arthur, Book XVIII. 
10. Also 'compare it with Tennyson's earlier treatment of the same incident 
in The Lady of Shalott. 

The Holy GraiL i. What was the significance of the Grail? 2. Why did 
Arthur oppose the quest? 3« How are the characters of various knights 
illustrated in the quest ? 4. What success has each in obtaining a sight of the 
Grail? 5. Is Galahad the most attractive knight in the quest? 6. To what 
extent is the influence of womanhood shown in this idyll? 7- Is the disinte- 
gration of the Round Table becoming more evident? 8. As this is one of the 
idylls with a marked allegorical meaning, carefully work this out. 9. In 
what season of the year is the scene laid ? 10. Compare this idyll with the 
source in Malory's Morte D' Arthur, Books XIII-XVII. 
Guinevere, i. Show how complete is the disintegration of the Round Table 
at this time and explain how it has come about. 2. Describe the parting of 
Arthur and Guinevere. 3. Exception is sometimes taken by readers to the 
tone of Arthur's speech to Guinevere. On what grounds may such a feeling 
be justified? 4- What is Guinevere's final judgment of Arthur? Is it a fair 
one? 5. What season of the year forms the background for this idyll? 6. 
Is there much allegory to be found in it ? 7- Compare this idyll with its sources 
in Malory. 

The Passing of Arthur, x. Where had Arthur's last battle been fought and 
with what results? 2. Does Tennyson seek to depict the battle as an action 
or as a picture? 3- Why is Bedivere appropriately the last companion of the 
King? 3. What does the King say about the former days of the Round 
Table? 5- What command does he give Bedivere? 6. What traits of Bedi- 
vere's character are brought out in his conduct with reference to the King^s 
command? 7« In what respects is he a contrast to the King? 8. What is the 
mood of Arthur at the end of the idyll? 9. What does he say about prayer? 

10. What is the significance of the line of hope with which the idyll closes? 

11. What is the general symbolical meaning. of this, the closing idyll of the 
series? 12. In what season of the year do the incidents occur? 13. Compare 
with Tennyson's sources in Malory's Morte D* Arthur, Book XXI, chapters iv 
and V. 

General Questions, i. Do the Idylls taken together make a real epic, a unified 
whole? 2. Would you prefer to take the Idylls as pure romance without the 
allegory? 3* Are the persons real? 4. Give the leading ethical teachings. 

* Rizpah 

I. Explain the title by consulting 2 Samuel xxi, 8-10. 2. Who is the 
speaker? 3« What is her mental and physical condition? 4. To whom is she 
speaking? What is the story of her son that she relates? 5. Since he was 
hanged, what has she tried to do? 6. Swinburne has said that if all the rest 
of Tennyson's works were destroyed, this poem alone would at once place him 
among the first of the world's poets. Does the poem deserve this praise? 
If so, why? 
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The Revenge 

I. Find out who Sir Richard Grenville was and when he lived a. 
Why did he not attempt to get away when he heard of the coming of the 
Spanish fleet? 3« Describe the fight that ensued. 4- What was Sir Richard 
Grenville*s fate? 5- What spirit did he show? 6. What was the fate of his 
crew and of the ship, the Revenge? ^^ What qualities make this a great 
patriotic poem? 

* In the Children's Hospital 

I. Who relates the story of little Emmie? a. What is the contrast be- 
tween the two doctors? 3. Relate the story of little Emmie's death. 

To Virgil 

This poem was written at the time of the nineteenth centenary of 
Virgil's death, i. Explain the references to Virgil's writings. 2. What does 
Tennyson say of his regard for Virgil? 3. What tribute does he pay to the 
Roman poet's style? 4. It is interesting to note that Tennyson himself has 
often been called " England's Virgil." 5. What qualities of his poetry give 
a basis for this comparison ? 

" Frater Atque Vale " 

X. What place has the poet visited in Italy and of what poet does he 
think there ? a. Explain the title. 

Vastness 

I. What particulars are cited to show that life is apparently a series of 
reversions and contradictions, without any trace of meaning or importance? 
a. What does the close of the poem state is a basis for the repudiation of 
such a view? 

^ Merlin and the Gleam 

X. Whom does the poet address in the first stanza? 2. Who was 
Merlin and why does the poet identify himself with Merlin in this poem? 
3. What may the " gleam " be taken to be ? 4. What period of life is referred 
to in the second stanza as "at sunrise"? 5. What did the poet do in this 
period ? 6. What does the " raven " of stanza four stand for ? 7. What was 
the eflFect of the croak of the raven ? 8. Whither in stanzas four and five did 
the gleam lead the poet? 9. What aspects of Tennyson's early work are 
alluded to here? 10. Where does the gleam carry the poet in stanza six? 11. 
What aspect of Tennyson's work is here alluded to? 12. What in stanza 
seven is the significance of the gleam waning to " a wintry glimmer " ? 13. 
What experience in Tennyson's life does this refer to? 14. What stage of 
the poet's life is represented in stanza eight? 15. What is his relation at this 
time to the gleam? 16. What appeal is made in stanza nine to the one ad- 
dressed in the beginning of the poem ? 

Crossing the Bar 

X. What kind of death does the poet long for? 2. Find out whether 
the circumstances of Tennyson's death were such as he might have desired. 
3* What is his hope regarding what will come after death ? 4- For what rea- 
sons has this been commonly regarded as the most perfect of Tennyson's 
shorter poems? 5. Why should the poet have requested his son to put it at 
the end of all editions of his poems, although it was not his last poem? 
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General Questions 

I. Comparing Tennyson's earlier and later poems, do you note any 
development in subject-matter or style? 2. Does his work, as a whole, 
show diversity of subject-matter? 3. Give proofs of his sensitiveness to the 
scientific, social and religious tendencies of his time. 4. Does it show insight 
into human nature? 5« Point out evidences of his delight in nature and his 
minute observation of it. 6. Does his best poetry show a blending of the 
human and the nature elements? 7. Do his poems seem carefully finished in 
point of style ? 8. Does the style ever seem too ornate and polished ? 9. Is 
the pleasure in reading Tennyson due chiefly to the thought or to the melody 
of expression? 10. Write out the ideas that seem to be parts of Tennyson's 
message. 10. What are the qualities of excellence in his poetry? xi. What 
are his limitations? 12. Which of the poems read do you regard as the best? 
X3- What impressions of Tennyson's character are given by his poems? 

ROBERT BROWNING 

Songs from " Pippa Passes " 

X. Indicate the circumstances under which each song is sung, and tell 
what effect it has. 2. What is the meaning of the first song? 3. Point out 
some of its poetic beauties. 4- What is the meaning of the second song? 5, 
What are the relations of the persons in the third song ? 6. What is the point 
of the song? 

* Cavalier Tunes 

Marching Along, i. In what period of history is the speaker living? a. Find 

in every line something that expresses loyalty to the King or else contempt 

for his enemies. 3- What expressions show confidence of success? 

Give a Rouse, i. How does this song differ in spirit from the preceding? 

2. What is the condition of the King's cause now? 3* What experiences has 

the speaker had in the service of the King? 

Boot and Saddle, x. What is the object of the ride? a* How does this song 

compare with the two preceding in spirit? 3» What period of the Civil War 

in England does this poem represent? 4- Consider all three of these songs 

and give your impression as to Browning's success in interpreting the cavalier 

spirit. 

* How They Brought the Good News from Ghent to Aix 

I. Who tells the story of the ride? 2. What does the speaker reveal 
of himself as to name, appearance and dress, characteristics, etc.? 3- Who 
are the other characters in the poem? 4. Of which city were the men in- 
habitants? 5. From which city did the ride start? 6. Who is the real hero 
of the story? 7. In what stanza is he introduced? 8. Where is he more 
fully described and how? 9- Describe the progress of the ride at the dif- 
ferent intervals o^ time indicated in the poem. 10. What word used several 
times in the first stanza and once in almost every other stanza may be re- 
garded as the keynote of the poem? 11. Find out whether this poem was 
based upon historic fact. 12. Look up the circumstances under which it was 
composed. 

* Evelyn Hope 

I. Who is speaking? a. Is he speaking wholly to himself or to some- 
body else? 3. Where is he? 4. Describe Evelyn Hope from the references 
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to h«r. 5. What was the relation between the speaker and her? 6. Why is 
the speaker resigned and confident ? 7» Give in a few words the chief thought 
of this poem. 

* Up at a Villa, Down in the City 

I. Who is the speaker ? 2. Why is he compelled to live in the country ? 
3. What details of country life does he find tiresome? 4- What features of 
city life does he long for? 5. Toward which, city or country life, does the 
poem incline you? 

My Last Duchess 

I. Determine the elements in the dramatic situation, i.e., the speaker, 
the person addressed? What has brought them together? a. What does the 
speaker reveal in regard to the character of the duchess? 3- Does he prize 
the picture of his wife as a work of art or as a memory of the duchess? 4. 
What faults did he find in her? 5* What did he wish her to be? 6. What 
did he have done to her ? 7. Give your idea of the precise meaning of " I gave 
commands; Then ajl smiles stopped." 8, What does the duke reveal in regard 
to his own character? 

Love Among the Ruins 

I. What scene does this poem depict? a. Who is speaking? 

A Woman's Last Word 

I. Why does the woman surrender? 2. Is she in the wrong? 3. What 
is your impression of her husband? 4- Can you tell what the quarrel was 
about ? 

A Toccata of Galuppi's 

!• What does the toccata say to the man who hears it? a. What ques- 
tion in life does the music answer? 

My Star 

X. What does the figure of the star signify ? 2. Why cannot his friends 
see the poet's star ? 

* In a Gondola 

X. Who are the speakers? 2. In what relation do they stand one to 
another? 3. Who are the " Three " referred to several times in the poem? 4* 
What are some of the thoughts and feelings to which the two speakers give 
expression ? 

The Last Ride Together 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. To whom does he speak? 3. What in- 
cident does he relate ? 4. What does the first stanza show regarding the spirit 
in which he takes his rejections? 5. Describe his feeling as set forth in the 
second and third stanzas. 6. What reflections does the speaker utter in the 
following stanzas through the eighth? 7. By what instances does he en- 
deavor to prove his contention to be true ? 8. What is the point of his reason- 
ing in the ninth stanza? 9. What change in the mood of the speaker in the 
last stanza, and what is his concluding reflection? 

Memorabilia 

I. What wonder is expressed in the first two stanzas? 2. How is the 
difference between the speaker and his friend indicated? 3. Why does the 
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name Shelley mean so much more to the one than to the other? 4. In the 
figure that follows what do the moor and the eagle's feather stand for? 5. 
Look up the effect that Shelley's poetry had upon Browning in the early part 
of' his career. 

" De Gustibus " 

I. What different tastes are illustrated in this poem? 2. Give reasons 
why Browning should love Italy. 3- How does he receive the news of the 
last attack on the King? 

Count Gismond 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. To whom are his words addressed? 3. 
What significance has the sub-title? 3. Relate the incident that leads up to 
the moment of speaking. 4. The entrance of whom brings this story to a 
close ? 5. Is Browning successful in making the countess a medieval woman ? 
6. What was Ganthier's motive in maligning the countess? 7. Was it Brown- 
ing's purpose to tell a thrilling narrative, or to make a picturesjque description, 
or to reveal what the speaker felt in a particular crisis of life? 

* The Boy and the Angel 

The poem may be divided into four parts as follows: (i) lines 1-20, 
(2) lines 21-46, (3) lines 47-74, (4) lines 75-78. i. What is told in the first 
of these parts as to the time, place, occasion, and character of Theocrite? 2. 
Where is the scene laid in the second part ? What characters are introduced ? 
3- Why could not Gabriel's praise replace the boy*s? 4. Where is the scene 
laid in the third part of the poem? 5- On what day? 6. What characters 
appear? 7. What mistake does Gabriel acknowledge he has made and what 
command does he give? 8. What does the concluding part of the poem tell 
about the earthly fate of each character? 9. What of the heavenly? 
10. What chief lesson does the poem enforce? 

Incident of the French Camp 

I. Determine from the first line who is telling the story, a. What does 
the speaker betray about himself in later parts of the poem? 3. Find out 
about Ratisbon and when in the career of Napoleon the storming of it took 
place. 4- What does this incident reveal in regard to Napoleon? 5. What in 
regard to the boy? 6. The actual messenger at Ratisbon was a man, not a 
boy. What does Browning gain artistically by this modification of fact? 

The Italian in England 

I. Who tells the story? 2. At what time in his life? 3. Why did the 
man disclose his place of concealment ? 4. To whom ? 5. With what success ? 
6. Why did he not conceal his identity from the peasant girl? 7. How was 
the Italian's own destiny, as well as that of his country, entrusted to the 
girl? 8. If the Italian could have three wishes, what would they be? 9. 
Which one would be nearest his own heart? 

The Lost Leader 

I. Describe the person who is speaking throughout this poem. a. 
What does he tell about the "lost leader" — his character and the act? 3. 
What conception of heaven is given in the last of the poem? 

Home Thoughts, from Abroad 

I. What aspects of nature in England are mentioned? 2. What con- 
trast with Italian scenery is suggested in the last line? 3. How much of the 
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mood of the poem seems to be due to love of native land and how much to 
love of nature? 4. Point out well-chosen descriptive phrases. 

Home Thoughts^ from the Sea 

I. Where is the poet and what places of historic interest does he see? 
a. How is the poet moved by these scenes? 

Saul 

I. Compare this poem with the source in I Samuel, xvi-xxiii. 2. Ex- 
plain the dramatic situation. 3- Point out the successive stages of appeal in 
David's song and the way in which Saul" was , influenced at each stage. 4. 
What is David's conception of the meaning and importance of the coming of 
Christ? 5* What is the poetic use of the last stanza? 6. What is the chief 
message of this poem? 7. Are there any places where the thought is too 
obscurely expressed? 

^ Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came 

I. At what point in his quest do we first see the hero? 2. What is his 
mood? 3* What does he do after meeting the cripple? 4. How does the 
landscape seem to him as he goes on? 5. What memories come to add to the 
horror of the scene? 6. How eventually does he come to find the tower? 
7. What is the significance of the blowing of the horn at the end of the 
quest? 8. If the poem seems allegorical, what is its meaning? How success- 
ful is it as a descriptive poem? 9. Whence did Browning get the title? 

* Fra Lippo Lippi 

I. What is the dramatic situation? 2. What is revealed of Lippi's 
previous life, such as his career as a painter, his association with the monks, 
his ideals as an artist, etc. ? 3- Study in detail, as a wonderful interpretation 
of art, lines 175-325. 4. See how many conceptions of art can be got from 
this part of the poem. 

Andrea del Sarto 

I. Find out the relation that this poem bears to a picture of the artist 
Andrea del Sarto and his wife. 2. Look up details about the life of the 
artist. 3* Give the details of the scene indicated in the opening lines. 4. 
What is the mood of the speaker and how is nature background appropriate 
to it? 5. What does Andrea say regarding his skill as an artist? 6. What 
of the limitations of it? 7. What references does he make to the work of 
other famous artists of his time? 8. To what causes does he ascribe his 
failure? 9* How does the mention of the time when he painted for the King 
of France serve to show his infatuation for his wife? 10. Make a careful 
study of her personality. 11. What are Andrea's closing thoughts? 12. What 
are the leading moral lessons from the study of such a character as Andrea? 

The Guardian Angel 

I. What references are there in the poem to the details of Guercino's 
picture? 2. What influence did the picture have on the poet? 3* What is 
the central lesson of the poem ? Who is " my angel " in stanza 7 ? To whom 
is the poem addressed? 4- In connection with this poem, what can you say 
of the influence of pictures in general on the lives of men ? 

A Grammarian's Funeral 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. To whom is he speaking? 3. Whither is 
the dead body of the old scholar being carried? 4- What is told about the 
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scholar's appearance in youth and in old age ? 5* What in regard to his aims 
in life? 6. Does his failure to attain his ideal subtract from his heavenly 
reward? 7- Does Browning approve or condemn the scholar's ideals, and on 
what grounds ? 8. In what ways would this scholar be typical of the Revival 
of Learning in Europe? 

One Word More 

I. To whom is this poem addressed? a. Who is speaking? 3* What 
did Rafael and Dante offer to their loved ones? 4- What does Browning offer 
to Mrs. Browning, and in what respect is it different from his offerings to the 
world? 5* What is the concluding thought of the poem? 

Abt Vogler 

I. What is the dramatic situation ? 2, What experience of the musician 
is described in the first eight stanzas? 3- What figure does he use in the first 
stanza to describe the wonderful conception he has just expressed in music? 
4- Is the comparison apt? 5. What details about the building of this palace 
of sound are given in stanzas two and three? 6. What is the thought of the 
fourth stanza ? 7- What visions come to the musician in the fifth stanza ? 
8. In stanzas six and seven what comparison is drawn between music, 
painting, and poetry? 9- Is Vogler corfect in this point? 10. For what 
does Vogler grieve in stanza eight? 11. To whom does he turn in 
stanza nine, and what conclusion does he affirm? 12, How is this conclu- 
sion further developed in stanzas ten and eleven? 13- Under what imagery 
from music is the return to the commonplace level of life described in the 
last stanza ? 14* Is there any special appropriateness and beauty in the stanza 
structure and rhythm of this poem? 15. Look up facts about the life of the 
historic Abt Vogler. 16. Is there any reason why Browning should have 
selected him as the subject for a poem in praise of music? 

Rabbi Ben Ezra 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. To whom does he speak? 3* Why does 
t\f& speaker claim that old age has the advantage over youth? 4. What does 
he say are the pleasures and employments of old age? 5. Is what is said 
about old age substantiated by life's experiences? 6. What cares "agitate" 
youth ? 7* Why is it " better so " ? 8. What plea is made for the " value and 
sigT^ificance of flesh"? 9- By what is man and his work to be judged? Ex- 
plain the import of the figure of the potter's wheel. 10. This poem has been 
called Browning's " Psalm of Life." Why ? 

Prospice 

I. Find out with what circumstances in Browning's life this poem is 
connected. 2. What attitude toward death does he take ? 3* With what hope 
is he fortified to meet death? 4. Compare this poem with Tennyson's Cross- 
ing the Bar, Do the differences suggest characteristic differences between 
the two poets? 

Herve Riel 

I. What does the first stanza tell of the situation, that is, time, place, 
and occasion ? 2. What subordinate characters are introduced into the second, 
third, and fourth stanzas? 3- When and how is the hero introduced? 4* 
What facts are told about him in the fifth stanza? S* What characteristics 
does he show in the sixth stanza? 6. How did he address the pilots? 7. 
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How did he prove the truth of them? 8. What qualities of the hero are re- 
vealed in the eighth, ninth, and tenth stanzas? 9* Was the purpose in this 
poem to center attention on the deed or the man's character? lo. Find out 
regarding the source of this story and how Browning came to write it. ii. 
What departures has Browning made from historic fact in the case of the 
reward offered Herve Riel? 12. Point out phrases and lines containing vivid 
descriptions. 

The Two Poets of Croisic 

Prologue. I, How are nature and the world presented — attractively or unat- 
tractively? 2. What works a transformation in their appearance? 
Epilogue. I. Summarize the story that is told in the poem. 2, Who tells it? 
To whom is it told ? 3» What application is made of it ? 

Pheidippides 

I. Who speaks at the beginning of the poem ? 2. To whom is he 
speaking? 3« What is the purpose of his words? 4. Why had Sparta refused 
to come to the aid of Athens? 5. Describe the interview between the god 
Pan and Pheidippides?. 6. How does the thought of Pan enter into the 
battle? 7« Note the change of speaker in the last part of the poem. 8. 
Would the first part of the poem have been better if Miltiades had told it? 
9. Why does Browning account this Marathon race to death as the due reward 
of the hero? 10. Compare on this point with the similar character unsub- 
stantial of the reward in Herve Riel. 

* Never the Time and the Place 

I. What details show the joy and beauty by which the speaker is sur- 
rounded? 2, What is lacking to his complete happiness? 3. What is his be- 
lief in regard to the future? 4. What is the central idea of the poem? 5. 
Is it probable that in this poem Browning had his wife in mind ? 

* Why I Am a Liberal 

I. What are Browning's reasons for being a liberal in politics? 2. 
Compare the idea in this poem with that of The Lost Leader. 

Asolando : Epilogue 

I. What claim for himself does Browning make? 2. How true to his 
character does this claim seem to you to be? 3- The circumstances of pub- 
lication give this poem peculiar significance. Look them up. 

General Questions 

I. Browning's own statement regarding his work was, " My stress lay 
on the incidents in the development of a human soul; little else is worth 
study." How generally has he carried out this purpose? 2. Does he seem 
to have been more interested in tracing the development of character'^r in 
revealing it through action at some crucial moment ? 3« Are the types of 
character selected for portrayal usual or unusual? 4* Are they distinctly in- 
dividualized? 5. Illustrate carefully the characteristics of Browning's favorite 
method of portrayal, — the dramatic monologue. 6. What difficulties has this 
mode of presentation for the average reader? 7. What are some of the chief 
causes of difficulty in understanding Browning? 8. Illustrate by the poem 
most difficult for you to understand? 9. Has Browning's obscurity been ex- 
aggerated? 10. Point out instances of poems and parts of poems that please 
because of their smoothness and melody, n. What does Browning say in 
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regard to the proper object and use of life? 12. What is his theory of the 
value of love ? 13- What is his belief in regard to the future life ? 14. What 
does he say regarding the importance of struggle and aspiration ? 15. In what 
ways does Browning illustrate Lowell's phrase about "bracing the moral 
fibre " ? Cite passages that accomplish this. 16. What impressions of Brown- 
ing^s character do you have from his poetry? 17. Enimierate his chief char- 
acteristics as a poet ? 18. Compare him with Tennyson, both as a poet and as a 
man. 

MATTHEW ARNOLD 
Shakespeare 

I. What does the poet think is implied by Shakespeare's smile and 
silence? 2. Explain in full the figure used in lines 3-8. 3. Wherein does 
Arnold think lay the secret of Shakespeare's power to interpret life? 

The Forsaken Merman 

I. Describe the speaker and the circiunstances under which he speaks. 
2. What is the ethical problem involved in the story of Margaret? 3« Does 
Arnold sympathize with her course of action or not? Show how the meter 
is varied and suited to the changing emotions of the narrative. 4. Point out 
descriptive passages that are notable for beauty and clearness. 

* To a Friend 

I. Who are the three writers upon whom Arnold relies for support 
and encouragement in life ? 

The Buried Life 

I. What do you think is meant by "the buried life"? 2. Why does 
Fate ordain the burial of the genuine self? 3' At what rare moment may a 
man become aware of the true intent of his life? 4. In your opinion has 
Arnold a triumphant conviction that this peace and understanding is without 
flaw? 5. Does this poem express Arnold in a characteristic mood? 

* Austerity of Poetry 

I. What incident is related? What application is made of it to poetry? 

Self-Dependence 

I. What is the mood of the poet in the opening stanzas ? 2. From what 
source does he seek aid? 3. What answer does he receive? 4. When and 
how must the human soul find its contentment ? 5- What is the danger in the 
doctrine here advanced? 

* Quiet Work 

I. What is the lesson the poet seeks to learn from nature? 

Morality 

I. What aspects of man's life are given in the first three stanzas. 2. 
What aspects of nature in the remainder of the poem are contrasted with 
these ? 

Sohrab and Rustum 

I. Why did Sohrab seek the tent of Peran-wisa? 2. What conversa- 
tion passed in the tent? 3. Did Peran-wisa keep his promise to Sohrab? 
4. What champion did the Persians seek to fight Sohrab? 5« Where did 
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Gudurz find him, and what reply did he make? 6. How did Gudurz prevail 
on him to fight? 7. What passed between Sohrab and Rustum as they stood 
between the waiting armies? 8. Describe the combat between them. 9. How 
was Sohrab wounded? 10. What was his dying request? 11. What is the 
central point of the tragedy ? 12. How is the fatal termination rendered neces- 
sary and possible by reason of Sohrab's purpose? 13. What are the stages in 
the recognition of Sohrab and Rustum? 14. What are the ruling motives of 
Rustum's character? i5» Why is the loss of his son particularly grievous to 
Rustum? 16. Why is the final description appropriate and powerful? 17- 
Why should Arnold have called the poem an " episode " ? 18. Has the poet 
attempted to give exact information about the Eastern places, peoples, cus- 
toms, etc., or merely to give general suggestions to the imagination? 19. 
Give examples of Arnold's use of elaborate epic similes. 20. Look up the 
source from which Arnold drew the materials for this poem. 

* Philomela 

I. Imagine the scene. 2. What is the poet's question to the nightingale ? 
3. What qualities are ascribed to the bird's song? 4. Familiarize yourself 
with the classical story in regard to Philomela, Procne, and Itylus, and ex- 
plain Arnold's allusions to this story. 5. Compare this poem with others on 
the nightingale by Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Keats. 

The Scholar Gypsy 

I. What setting is given to the poem in the first thirty lines ? 2. Is this 
pastoral manner pleasing to you? 3» What is told of the historical scholar 
gypsy, his intentions in joining the gypsies, his habits while living with them, 
etc.? 4. What is the significance in lines 63-130 of the scholar gypsy seem- 
ing to be still alive to the poet ? 5* What contrast does the latter part of the 
poem contain between the life led by the scholar gypsy and modern life? 6. 
Which is the better in the poet's opinion ? Why ? 7. What is the application 
of the figure of the Tyrian trader with which the poem closes? Is this a 
suitable close, or does it seem added for the sake of a rich bit of descriptive 
writing ? 

* To Marguerite in Returning a Volume of the Letters of Ortis 

I. Give the central thought of the poem. 2. To what is each individual 
likened? 3« In what sense does each one live alone? 4. What is the feeling 
of despair in the third stanza ? 5. Who is responsible for this isolation ? 

* Lines Written in Kensington Gardens 

I. What are the surroundings of the poet? 2. With what does he 
contrast these surroundings? 3* What inspiration does the author seek from 
nature in lines 37-42 ? 4. Explain the meaning of the last two lines. 

Requiescat 

I. Who is evidently the subject of this poem? 2. Note the tenderness* 
and pathos of this poem. 3« Is the woman celebrated in this poem typical of 
the nineteenth century according to Arnold's view of it? 4. What did she 
inherit in death that appealed to Arnold? 

Rugby Chapel 

I. Familiarize yourself with details about Arnold's father, the famous 
headmaster of Rugby, Dr. Thomas Arnold. 2. What characteristics of his 
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X)ersonality are emphasized in the poem? 3* What is said regarding the duty 
of noble men to their fellows in the world? 4* What expression of belief in 
a future life does the poem contain? 

* Dover Beach 

I. What scene is described in the opening stanzas? 2. What is the 
author's mood? 3- Why does he call some one to look at the scene with 
him ? 4. What is " the eternal note of sadness " ? 5. Why should it be con- 
nected in thought with the sea ? 6. Why does this thought suggest Sophocles ? 
7. What thought next presents itself to the poet? 8. From what source does 
he think help and comfort must be drawn? Why so? 9. What would be the 
central thought of the poem? 

* The Grande Chartreuse 

I. What details are given in regard to the Carthusian monastery? 2. 
What does the poet reveal regarding his unsettled religious convictions ? 

* The Last Word 

I. To whom is this poem addressed? 2. What is the struggle referred 
to and with whom has it been waged ? 3- What will probably be said on find- 
ing the body of the vanquished fighter near the wall? 4. State the central 
thought of the poem? 

* The Future 

I. What image is used to represent man's life? 2. How does the 
Present differ from the Past in its effects upon man ? 3. What will the future 
give? 

General Questions 

I. Arnold believed that all really great poetry is impersonal or objec- 
tive, as for example, the drama and the epic, while the poetry of self-expres- 
sion, as the lyric, belonged to a lower artistic level. Is Arnold at his best in 
poems of the first kind, as, for instance, Sohrab and Rustutn, or in poems of 
the second kind, such as Philomela, The Last Word, etc.? 2. What phase of 
nineteenth century thought accounts for the melancholy tone of Arnold's 
poetry? 3* In what frame of mind does this melancholy leave the reader? 
4. What noble ideals of conduct and duty does Arnold suggest? 5. Explain 
and illustrate what is meant by the classical restraint of Arnold's poetic style. 
^. Is Arnold likely to be a widely read poet? Give reasons for your answer. 

DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI 

My Sister's Sleep 

I. What incident is the subject of this poem? 2. At what time of the 
year does it occur ? 3. Is such a setting appropriate to the incident ? 4. Point 
out the Pre-Raphaelite influence in such matter as the prominence of homely 
'detail. 5* Is there any apparent striving after effect? 

The Blessed Damozel 

I. Where is this maiden represented as being? 2. For what is she long- 
ing? Was her desire to be granted? 3« Who is the speaker in the lines en- 
closed in parenthesis? 4. Do these passages add to the effectiveness of the 
poem? If so, how? 5* Point out some of the vivid concrete details by 
which the poet has represented his conception of heaven. 6. What do you 
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think of this conception? 7« Point out the medieval elements in the poem. 
S. According to Hall Caine, a friend of Rossetti, this poem was written as a 
complement to Poe's The Raven. 9* Compare the two poems in respect to 
situation and mood. 

Francesca da Rimini 

I. What question does Dante ask of Francesa? 2. What does she tell 
of the circumstances that led to the avowal of love between her and Paola? 

Xrove's Noctum 

I. Look up the meaning of " noctum " and explain the title of the poem. 
a. Who is the master that is implored? 3» What request is made by the 
speaker in the first stanza ? 4- What dream does he wish to send his beloved ? 
5. What dream does he wish for himself? 6. What wish is elaborated in 
lines 50-112? 7. What fear comes over the lover? 8. With what hope does 
he put this fear aside ? 

The Cloud Confines 

I. What does the poem say regarding the way in which man fronts the 
limitations of his knowledge ? 

Three Shadows 

I. What are the three shadows? 2. What is the comparison used to 
show the poet's feeling at seeing each of these shadows? 3* What does he 
say in each instance? 

The King's Tragedy 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. At what time of life is she? 3. Relate the 
details of the incident which she tells. 4. What characteristics of King James 
are brought out? 

Sister Helen 

I. Who are the two speakers? 2. Whose is the image the lady is melt- 
ing? 3. Why is she doing so? Who appeal to her to desist, and with what 
eflfect? 4. What is the conclusion of the poem? 5. A critic has remarked 
that this poem is " one of the most exciting, to use a simple word, that can 
be conceived." If this seems to you to be true, try to ascertain what makes it 
so. 6. Is the refrain a drawback or not? 

Sonnets from The House of Life 

The following quotation from Benson's Rossetti may help in the under- 
standing of the selections from this series of sonnets : " It has been rightly 
said that the title of Rossetti's great sonnet-sequence, The House of Life, is 
too catholic in its import. It is rather the House of Love; but the title is 
significant, because it shows the place that Love held in Rossetti's philosophy, 
and proves clearly enough that for him love was the all-embracing secret and 
mystery of life. It is divided into two sections. The first fifty-nine sonnets 
are Youth and Change; the last, Ix-ci, are Change and Fate," 
Introduction, i. What description of a sonnet is given in the introductory 
sonnet? 2, What characteristics of it are suggested? 

IV. Love Sight, i. What question is asked in the first, eight lines? 2. 
What comment follows in the last six lines? 

XIX. Silent Noon. i. What scene is described? 2. How does each detail 
contribute to the effect the poet wishes to produce? 
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XXI. Love-Sweetness, i. What is it that gives sweetness to the details 
given in the first eight Hnes? 2. Explain the last four lines of the sonnet. 
XXVI. Mid-Rapture, i. Of what desire is this sonnet an expression? 
LV. Stillbom Love. i. Interpret the meaning of this poem. 
LXIII. Inclusiveness. i. What image is used in the first two lines, and 
how is it applied to life in the next two? 2. What is the point of the state- 
ment about the man? 3. About the room? 

LXV. Known in Vain. i. What experience is described in the first part of 
this sonnet ? 2. What application is made of it at the close ? 
LXXI. The Choice, I. i. What is the philosophy of life expressed? 
LXXII. The Choice, II. i. How is the uncertainty of life set forth in the 
first eight lines ? 2. What effect should the realization of this have upon men ? 
LXXIII. The Choice, III. i. What boast is made in the opening of this 
sonnet? 2. What answer is made to it in the latter part? 
LXXXVI. Lost Days. i. What question is asked about the lost days? 
2. When will their true worth be discovered, and what will it be? 
XCVII. A Superscription, i. Under what imagery is the work of Might- 
have-been presented? 2. Interpret the meaning of the last six lines. 
CI. The One Hope. i. What problem is presented in the first eight lines? 
2. What is signified by the " one hope " given as the poet's answer ? 

General Questions 

I. Is Rossetti's genius as a painter manifested in the pictorial quality 
of much of his poetry ? 2. Is the fact that Rossetti was of Italian extraction 
responsible for any of his poetic characteristics? 3* Rossetti's poetry is com- 
monly praised for melody. Cite instances of this from the poems read. 
4. Can a mood of melancholy be detected in his poetry? 5. Do you see any 
reason for Rossetti 's having often been called a " beauty mystic " ? 

WILLIAM MORRIS 

* The Gilliflower of Gold 

I. What is the incident related? 2. Compare this ballad in spirit with 
the old English ballads. 

* The Haystack of the Floods 

I. By what details is the comfortlessness of Lady Jehane's flight with her 
lover brought out? 2. What choice does Godmer offer her? 3» How does 
she answer? 4. Describe the parting between her and her lover, Count 
Robert. 5. What effect upon her does his death before her eyes have? 

From The Earthly Paradise 

An Apology, i. What does Morris say of his aim in writing poetry? 2. Ex- 
plain the point of lines 29-33 with regard to his purpose in writing this poem. 

* Prologue. I. What is told of those who were in quest of the Earthly Para- 
dise? 2. What place did they reach in their voyaging? 3* What agreement 
in regard to the telling of tales is entered into? 

Atalanta's Race. i. Relate the account of the race that Morris gives. 2. Has 
he made any departures from the legend as it is usually given in handbooks 
of classical mythology? 3* What is there that is pleasing about Morris's 
telling of the story? 

The Lady of the Land. i. Summarize the story. 2. Is it intended to be any- 
thing more than an entertaining story? 

104 



SWINBURNE 

The Voice of Toil 

I. Against what features of modern life does the poet protest? 2. In 
what lies the hope for the future? 

General Questions 

I. Compare Morris with his master Chaucer as a narrative poet. 
2. " Morris," it has been said, " is never so much at home as when he is out 
of doors." Cite examples of pleasing nature descriptions. 3. Morris him- 
self has given his idea of writing poetry as follows : " That talk of inspira- 
tion is sheer nonsense ... it is a mere matter of craftsmanship. ... If a 
chap can't compose an epic poem while he's weaving tapestry, he had better 
shut up, he '11 never do any good at all." For what features of his work 
would such an attitude be responsible? 

ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE 

Atalanta in Calydon 

Chorus I. I. To whom is this chorus addressed? 2. With what elemental 
things is Artemis associated? 3« What is the central idea of the poem? 
4. Is the imagery definite or not? Is it suggestive? 5. Do you find any 
special quality in the words most affected by Swinburne? 6. Point out lines 
that appeal to you as being especially musical. 

Chorus 2. I. Does this poem give you any sense of the mystic process of 
man's creation ? 2. Why is it difficult to express in matter of fact prose what 
Swinburne says here? 

Chorus 3. I. Who are the twain that go forth beside Love? 2. When and 
how was Love born ? 3. What was the feeling of all sentient things concern- 
ing her birth? 4. Why does the poet deplore her birth? 5. What kind of 
birth does he describe as one which might have been more appropriate for 
her? 6. What behavior of Love's does he execrate in the last stanza? 

The Garden of Proserpine 

I. Find out who Proserpine was in classical mythology and what was 
designated as the Gardens of Proserpine. 2. What details of these are sug- 
gested in the poem? 3. What picture of Proserpine herself is given? 

4. What attitude toward life underlies the poet's musing on this subject? 

5. Contrast his mood with Browning's Prospice, and Epilogue to Asohndo. 

6. In how far does Swinburne's metrical skill enforce the emotional tone of 
i: the poem? 

^ Hertha 

il I. What philosophic doctrine is implicit in this poem ? 2. To what kind 

h of conduct does Hertha exhort man? 3. What does Hertha demand of her 

'''. children that her heart may be greater? 4. In what way is the simile of the 

r " life-tree " elaborated ? 5. In the concluding stanzas what does Hertha say of 

^ God? 

I A Forsaken Garden 

I I. What aspects of the garden's desolation are presented? 2. What 

I speculation is introduced concerning the lovers who once were in the gar- 
I den? 3» How does the poem end? 

I Thalassius 

k I. Who were the parents of the child ? 2. To whom does " he " refer 

I in line 37? 3* Is there any fittingness in introducing Landor into a classical 
I lOS 
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atmosphere ? 4- With what was the " fosterling " fed ? 5« What does song 
teach him of liberty? Of life and death? 6. What simile is used to enrich 
the suggestion when Swinburne speaks of the lyre as kindling heat and pas- 
sion in the child's heart? 7. What was the nature of love taught him by 
song? 8. Where is the child's hate directed? 9* To whom does he address 
his syllables of hope? How is this object characterized? 10. What fear does 
song enjoin upon the child? 11. With what elements is the child most 
closely bound in sympathy? 

Etude Realiste 

I. What words or phrases can you suggest in an attempt to define the 
spirit of this work? 2. What form is used in each of the poems? 

The Roundel • 

I. To what is the roundel compared in each stanza? 

On a Country Road 

I. What aspect of nature reminds the poet of Chaucer? 2. What is 
the highest praise Swinburne accords to Chaucer? 

The Armada 

I. In what terms is England characterized in the beginning of the 
poem? 2. Paraphrase Swinburne's description of the action between the two 
fleets. 3. Is the description vigorous? 4. Point out passages illustrating 
the poet's tender love of the sea. 5. What is Spain's complaint to God in 
VII, p. 913? 6. In what vein is England praised in the 2nd part of this 
division ? 

Cor Cordium 

I. What keyword is played upon in this sonnet? 

Non Dolet 

I. What ideal note of Shelley's life is praised? 

On the Deaths of Thomas Carlyle and George Eliot 

I. What characteristics of these writers are touched upon in this son- 
net? 

Christopher Marlowe 

I. Is there anything personally suggestive of Marlowe here ? 

The Salt of the Earth 

I. What is the poet's attitude toward childhood? Point out the con- 
trast in style with others of Swinburne's poems. 

General Questions 

I. Does Swinburne's poetry seem deficient in intellectual content? 
2. What aspects of nature does he seem to describe best ? 3- Is his pessimism 
so marked as to vitiate his poetry? 4. What are some of the sources of his 
musical effects? 5. Discuss Swinburne as a poet of revolt. 6. In how far 
did books influence his work? 

GEORGE MEREDITH 
Love in the Valley 

I. What characteristics of the girl are presented? 2. What description 

106 



PATER 

of her surroundings is given? 3. Point out passages of nature description 
that are especially pleasing. 

The Last Words of Juggling Jerry 

I. Who is the speaker? 2. To whom is he speaking? 3. Under what 
circumstances? 4- To what thoughts does he give expression? 

The Old Chartist 

I. What are circumstances under which the old chartist speaks? 
2. What is his feeling at getting back to England? 3- What is his intention 
in regard to the Chartist principles? 4* What lesson does the water-rat 
teach him? 5. How has the old man been treated by his daughter? 6. What 
picture of his wife is given? 

France, 1870 

I. What circumstances gave rise to this poem? 2, What great work 
for the world does the poet say France did in the Revolution? 3- In what 
way did she later surrender these ideals? 4- Of what service to France has 
been the outcome of the Franco-Prussian War? 

The Lark Ascending 

I. What picture of the lark is given in the first stanza? 2. Why can- 
not men sing with the same sweetness as the lark? 3. In what may they find 
a counterbalance to this? 4- Contrast with Shelley's To a Skylark. Which 
poem seeks most to imitate or suggest the lark's actual singing note? 

The Woods of Westermain 

I. Point out in the first, second, and third stanzas the details that are 
given to show the consequences of an attitude of trustfulness to nature, and in 
the case of the second parts, the consequences of the attitude of distrust. 
2. What points about the conduct of life does the fourth stanza make in its 
allegorical use of the wood? 

From Modern Love 

I. What situations are described in XVI and XLIII and XLVII? 

2. What does L indicate as the cause of the tragedy of this ill-assorted pair? 

3. What contrast is emphasized in the last six lines of L? 

General Questions - 

I. What seems to be Meredith's general attitude toward Nature? 
2. Toward man? 3« Is there anything distinctive in his style — a personal 
utterance? 4- What would you say were its defects if it has any? 5. Its 
good points? 

LATER VICTORIAN PROSE 

WALTER PATER 

Style 

I. What does Pater mention as some of the sources of excellence in 
prose? 2. What does he say of literature as a fine art? 3. What is said of 
literature as expression of the *' sense of fact " ? 4. What of the importance 
of scholarship in literary art? 5« What suggestions are given about the 
writer's vocabulary ? 6. What does Pater mean by " surplusage " ? 7. What 
is said about the importance of structure? 8. What distinction does Pater 
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make between "mind in style" and "soul in style"? 9- What is said of 
Flaubert as a stylist ? lo. What does Pater mean when he contends that style 
is ** impersonal " ? n. What is the distinction between " good art " and 
" great art " ? 12. What is the highest mission of art ? 

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 
Aes Triplex 

I. Look up the meaning of the title. 2. Do you think it fitting? 3. For 
what reason does the author introduce his reference to South American cities 
on fiery mountains ? 4- What is Stevenson's idea of a man well-armed for the 
world? 5. In what fashion does he stigmatize the prudent man? 6. Is it a 
good thing that we disregard Death ? 7. State as well as you can Stevenson's 
message in this essay. 8. Indicate passages which strike you as particularly 
quotable. 

El Dorado 

I. Explain the significance of the title. 2, What is the central idea of 
this essay? 3* In what way does the essay seem illustrated by the fact of 
Stevenson's life? 4. Point out a passage that has a very notable rhythm. 

The Foreigner at Home 

I. What does .Stevenson say about diversity of types and dialects in 
England? 2. What is said about provinciality in judgments of other couur 
tries? 3. Does this seem to you true to human nature? 4. What differences 
between England and Scotland in respect to scenery, architecture, and social 
life are pointed out? 5. What differences are pointed out in the atmosphere 
in which Scotch and English youth are developed, especially in college life? 

6. Towards which of these types does college education in America tend? 

7. What differences exist among Scotchmen themselves? 

Fran9ois Villon, Student, Poet, and Housebreaker 

I. What occasioned this essay? 2. Tell of Villon's parentage, youth 
and education. 3* Who was his benefactor? 4* Give illustrations of the 
wildness of his life and describe the gang of thieves of which he was a 
member. 5. Under what circumstances does Villon disappear from history? 
6. What were the chief writings of Villon? 7- What are Stevenson's com- 
ments on The Large Testament f 8. Of this essay Stevenson said, " I am 
tempted to regret that I ever wrote on this subject, not merely because the 
paper strikes me as too picturesque by half, but because I regarded Villon 
as a bad fellow. Others still think well of him, and can find beautiful and 
human traits where I saw nothing but artistic evil ; and by the principle of the 
art, those should have written of the man, and not I. Where you see no 
good, silence is best." Discuss this opinion. 9. With Villon, and some other 
easily recalled writers in mind, discuss how much allowance should be made 
for " the artistic temperament," and the effect an artist's immorality may 
have on his work. 10. In the preface to Familiar Studies, the volume which 
contained this essay and several others of the same general character, Steven- 
son states the disadvantages under which the writer of such short studies 
labors in comparison with the biographer as follows : " It is from one side 
only that he has time to represent his subject . . . the writer, having seized 
his "point of view" must keep his eye steadily to that. He seeks, perhaps, 
rather to differentiate than truly characterize." If this is true, is Stevenson's 
work in this essay open to criticism on that score ? 
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STEVENSON 

Pulvis et Umbra 

I. What is the meaning of the title? 2. What rather discomforting 
view is taken of man and nature in the first part of the essay ? 3. What does 
the optimistic speculation of Stevenson finally disclose ? 4. What does he say 
of the creatures of earth that are lower in the scale than man? 

From A Child's Garden of Verses 
In the States 

I. What is Stevenson's attitude toward the United States? 2. Is it 
usual or unusual for one from Great Britain to express such a sentiment? 

Heather Ale 

I. What are the details of the legend that Stevenson here relates? 

The Vagabond 

I. What is the vagabond's attitude toward life? 2. What was there in 
Stevenson's character to make a sympathetic interpreter of this spirit? 

The Morning Drum Call, etc. 

I. Interpret the central thought. 

Evensong 

I. What is the central idea? 

Requiem 

I. What is the thought of this poem? 2. What association has the 
poem with Stevenson's death and burial? 
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APPENDIX I 
THE PERIOD OF PREPARATION 

ANGLO-SAXON OR OLD ENGLISH LITERATURE 

ANONYMOUS 

* Widsith 

I. What is said of the minstrel, Widsith, in the beginning of the poem ? 
2. What lands and kings had he visited? 3. Is the poem of historic and 
legendary interest rather than esthetic? 

Beowulf 

I. Describe each of the three main adventures of the hero. 2. Which 
of these is the most interesting? 3. What details about the hero's earlier life 
are found in the poem ? 4. What are some of his leading traits of character ? 
5. How far are these typically English? 

6. What information does the poem give regarding the life of the Eng- 
lish in that early period — position of women, social customs, powers of the 
king, his relation to his followers, religion, etc. ? 7. Is the setting of the poem 
English or Continental? 8. What aspects of nature are most vividly pre- 
sented ? 9- What appears to be the Anglo-Saxon attitude toward nature ? 

10. Point out passages that show a combination of pagan and Christian 
elements. Account for this mixing. 11. Look up theories in regard to the 
origin and date of the poem. 12. Cite examples of striking stylistic features, 
such as repetition, episode, epic speeches, " kennings," etc. 13. Find out the 
principles of versification followed by Anglo-Saxon poets. 14. Look up the 
general characteristics of epic poetry and determine how Beowulf measures 
up to the tests of excellence in this form of poetry. 

* The Seafarer 

I. What hardships of a mariner's life in primal days are described? 
2. What is the old seafarer's attitude toward the joys of life on land? 3* It 
has been suggested that the poem may be a dialogue between an old mariner 
and a young man who longed to go to sea. Does such a theory make the poem 
more interesting? 

*The Wanderer 

I. What contrast is there between the dream of the exiled minstrel and 
the actual conditions of his life? 2. What attitude does he take toward the 
passing of earth's joys and loveliness? 

* Deer's Lament 

I. What misfortune has happened to the old court singer? 2. In what 
spirit does he face adversity? 

BEDE 

■ 

"^ From Ecclesiastical History of the English People 

I. What account does Bede give of the coming of the English to Britain ? 

2. What does he say about the arrival of the first Christian missionaries? 

3. Relate his account of Caedmon's becoming a poet. 
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ANGLO-NORMAN LITERATURE 

CAEDMON 

* Hymn 

I. With what attributes of God is the poet impressed? 

CYNEWULF 

* Elene 

I. How docs Elene come to be sent to the Holy Land and for what pur- 
pose? 2. How does she discover the true cross among the three? 3« Show 
how the poem reflects the old barbaric passion for war and the sea. 

KING ALFRED 

* Translation of Gregory's Pastoral Care 

Alfred's Preface, i. What picture is given of the religious and intellectual 
condition of England? 2. How does Alfred propose to remedy these condi- 
tions ? 

* From The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 

I. Look up how the Chronicle was kept. 2. Of what matters was it a 
record? 3« How long was it continued? 4. How important is it as a source 
for the early history of England? 

ANGLO-NORMAN LITERATURE 
HOMANCES 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

I. Outline the poem by giving an appropriate heading to each section. 
2. Does the interest center chiefly in the characters or in the incidents? 3. Is 
Gawain convincingly portrayed? 4* Which of the other characters make an 
appeal to the reader ? 5. Has the writer of the poem tried to make the reader 
accept as possible the fantastic adventures of the story, or does he leave them 
frankly non-natural? 6. There is relatively a great deal of description in the 
poem. Does it appeal to the reader? If so, why? 7. Does the writer seem 
to have a liking for the bright side of medieval life — the details of dress, 
armor, wood-craft, etc.? 

8. Show how the treatment of the three parallel adventures in Section 
III avoids monotony. 9. How is contrast taken advantage of in the hunting 
scenes and the Christmas revels ? 10. Does the story seem to have any allegor- 
ical significance? 11. Does its literary merit seem high? 12, Look up the 
characteristics of the metrical romances that were popular in the Middle Ages 
and show how this poem illustrates them. 13. Point out differences between 
a metrical romance like this and an epic like Beowulf. 

SONGS 

* Cuckoo Song 

I. What is the subject of this lyric? 2. What is its mood? 

* Alysoun 

I. With what season of the year is the singer's love for Alysoun con- 
nected? 2. What details about Aylsoun's appearance are given? 

* A Song of Spring 

. I. What details of the coming of spring are given? 

Ill 



APPENDIX II 

GENERAL DIRECTIONS FOR THE STUDY 

OF A NOVEL 

I. Introductory 

I. When was the novel written ? 2. What position does it occupy in the 
author's work? 3« Are there any circumstances of esp^ial interest connected 
with its composition? 

II. Plot 

I. Give in about 300 words a synopsis of the story? 2. Is there a 
well unified action, of which you see the beginning, middle, and end? 3. If 
there is more than one action in the novel, show which is the main and which 
subordinate. 4. Is there anything introduced not necessary to the main plot? 
If so, what purpose does it serve ? 5* What is the historic time, the place, and 
the social background? 6. How much time is covered by the action? 7. 
What are the most interesting, striking, or important scenes? Refer to by 
chapters and describe briefly. 8. Is the conclusion of the story satisfactory or 
unsatisfactory? 9« What ethical lessons does the book suggest? 10. Are 
these too obvious or obtrusive? 

III. Characters 

I. In a line or two sum up the personal appearance and characteristics 
of each important person in the story. 2. Which of these become better or 
worse as the story proceeds ? 3- Which are distinctly individualized and which 
remain only types? 4. Has every character a function in the story? 5. How 
are the principal characters developed — by action or by analysis? 6. To- 
wards which characters does the author show sympathy? Towards which 
antipathy ? 

IV. Style 

I. Does the author's style possess individuality? 2. Could a book of 
his be recognized from the style if the name of the author was unknown? 
Would you describe the style as direct, animated, brilliant, stiff, artificial, 
bookish, dull, confused, eccentric, disjointed, obscure, etc.? 3- Is there any 
humor? Is it quiet or broad? 4- Are there pathetic passages? Is pathos 
one of the strong points of the book? 5. Is the dialogue appropriate 
to the speakers? 6. How frequent are dramatic situations? How are 
they reached — by anticipation or by surprise? How treated — by suggestion 
or in detail? How rendered — by dialogue or by description? 7. Is there a 
different rate of movement in the narrative ? Where and why ? Do you note 
abuse of digression? 

V. Quotations 

I- Copy some of the short, striking sentences, full of meaning, that may 
be found in the book. 

VI. Personality of the Author. 

I. What can be surmised from the novel regarding the likes and dislikes, 
the convictions and prejudices, etc., of the writer? 2. Do his methods of 
workmanship reveal anything about his character? 
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APPENDIX III 
SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING CRITICAL ESSAYS 

To most students the writing of critical essays seems to be an occult 
task. Few of them, however, would hesitate if asked informally to tell 
whether a book was worth reading. The aim of the critical essay is simply 
to attempt in organized fashion and somewhat at length to express just such 
opinions as the intelligent reader should form of the books he reads. The 
student is inclined to think that his criticizing the productions of an accepted 
author is a piece of presumptuousness. But, as Professor Boynton says,^ 
"** This attitude of mind comes largely from the suggestion of hostile comment 
usually attributed to criticism; but such an idea is not inherent in the word, 
which, as Professor Winchester has defined it, involves * the intelligent appreci- 
ation ' and * the just estimate ' of a work. To criticize a book, therefore, does 
not necessitate arrogating superhuman powers to oneself. It demands the use 
of one's intelligence in regarding an opinion based on careful study." 

The attempt to make a complete and exhaustive study of a writer's 
works is not to be expected of the immature student, but the simple review of 
some book which has been read is well within his powers. The following 
general plan suggests some of the matters of which such an essay should treat. 
In a single essay, it is not likely that all the points enumerated in the plan 
would need to be mentioned ; only those points would require mention of which 
the work furnishes striking illustrations. The order of the points should in 
some cases be varied from that given in the plan in order to make the best 
arrangement. Each book will require its own method of treatment, and the 
plan here given is intended to be merely suggestive of points for discussion in 
essays of this kind. Perhaps, after all, there is no better guide for the student 
than the three aims that- Coleridge laid down as those of the literary critic : 
to show what an author has tried to do, to show how well he has done it, and 
to show whether it was worth doing.^ 

I. Historical 

I. Sources of the work. 2. Cause, occasion, purpose — dim or apparent ? 
3. Circumstances under which the work was produced. 4. Relation of the 
work to the author. 5* Relation to the time in which it was written. 6. Effect 
of the work upon the public. 

II. Descriptive 

I. Brief sketch of the subject-matter — plot, if a story. 2. Brief discus- 
sion of characters — their qualities as persons, relative importance, relation to 
one another, contrasting characters, developing characters, what each is in- 
tended to bring out. 3. Art in presenting scenes and characters — illustrated 
with specific instances. 

4. Literary qualities — each to be illustrated by quotations or explana- 
tions : 

a. External Form, i. Words — peculiar forms, meanings, use; their 

1 Bo3mton, P. H., Principles of Composition. 

2 Two books of interest in connection with writing critical essays are Win- 
chester, C. T., Principles of Literary Criticism, and Brewster, W. T., Modern Eng- 
lish Literary Criticism. 
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euphony; in general, simple .or generic? 2. Sentences — simple or in- 
volved, smooth or rough, compact or loose? Criticize order of sentence 
elements if unusual. 3- Figures — numerous? kinds? Useful or merely 
ornamental? 4- Paragraphs — attention paid to structure and connec- 
tion? 5. Qualities of style — simplicity, clearness, strength, pathos, mel- 
ody, harmony, taste. 

b. Internal Structure, i. Under what literary classification does the 
work fall — narrative poetry (ballad, epic, romance, tale), lyric poetry, 
drama (tragedy, comedy), idyll, satire, didactic poetry, prose narrative 
(romance, novel, short story), essay (personal, scientific), oratory, his- 
tory, biography, letters? 

III. Critical 

I. Is the evident object of the work attained? 2. Comparison of this 
with other works of the same author. Their rank. 3- Rank among works of 
the same kind by other authors. 4- Its value and its lesson. 5. Judging the 
work by the best of its kind, by the laws of its special type, and by literary 
laws in general, what conclusion should be formed about it? 
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APPENDIX IV 
ENGLISH VERSIFICATION 

By a verse (more often called a line) is meant a combination of 
syllables falling into a rhythm sufficiently regular to be recognizable when it 
reverts or recurs. It is this regularity which distinguishes the rhythm or flow 
of verse from the rhythm or flow of prose. 

A stanza (sometimes called a strophe) is, in like manner, a combination 
of verses according to some regular plan. The number of verses in a stanza 
cannot be less than two and rarely exceeds fifteen. 

The rhythm of a combination of syllables is based chiefly upon two 
properties which they possess, quantity and accent. According as one or the 
other of these properties forms the chief foundation of the rhythm, the verse 
is said to be quantitative or accentual. Classical poetry is believed to have 
been built in the main upon quantity. The poetry of modern Europe, in- 
cluding English, 'depends chiefly upon accent or stress. 

The arrangements of accents or quantities in a verse is called meter. 

The metrical line, or verse, is divided into feet, each foot containing 
one, and as a rule not more than one, stressed or accented syllable. If con- 
sisting of more than three feet, the line is usually further divided into two 
portions by a pause or caesura. 

The following names are given to the feet most commonly used in 
English verse ^ : — 

1. Iambus, an unaccented syllable followed by an accented one — away, 
suppose, New York. 

2. Trochee, an accented syllable followed by an unaccented one — 
father, morning, London, Shakespeare. 

3. Anapest, two unaccented syllables followed by an accented one — 
referee, suffragette. 

4. Dactyl, an accented syllable followed by two unaccented ones — 
fatherly, Washington. 

According to the number of accents in a line (one, two, three, etc.) 
the verse is said to be monometer, diameter, trimeter, tetrameter, pentameter, 

1 Occasionally in English poetry two other feet are found, the Spondee, con- 
sisting of two accented syllables as in farewell, corncrake, and the Amphybracli, 
consisting of one accented syllable between two unaccented syllables, as in appalling, 
\precaution. But verses consisting of such feet may easily be reduced in scanning to 
anapestic. In distinguishing the kinds of feet the student will find helpful the poem, 
Metrical Feet, which the poet Coleridge wrote to teach his son, Derwent, their 
characteristic differences. 

Trochee | trips from | long to | short; 
From long to long in solemn sort 
Slow Spon I dee stalks; | strong foot; | yea ill able 
Ever to | come up with | Dactyl tri | syllable, 
fam I bics march | from short | to long; — 
With a leap | and a boiSnd | the swift An | apests throng. 
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hexameter, or heptameter,^ In theory each of these measures might be formed 
with any one of the four kinds of feet mentioned above. In practice the 
iambic measures are far the most common in English poetry, although an- 
apestic and trochaic verses are also not uncommon. Swinburne says th^t to 
English " all variations and combinations of anapestic, iambic, or trochaic 
meter are as natural and pHable as all dactylic and spondaic forms of verse are 
natural and abhorrent." ^ Sometimes anapestic and iambic feet are found 
together in the same verse. 

Iambic pentameter, which is by far the most important of English 
meters, is known as hlatik verse when unrimed, as heroic verse when rimed 
in couplets. 

Unessential to verse, but at the same time of great use as a metrical 
auxiliary for indicating the structure and defining the rhjrthm of successive 
verses, as well as uniting them together, are rime, alliteration, assonance. Of 
these assonance has played but a small part in English verse; alliteration, 
which in Old English poetry was once an invariable accompaniment of 
metrical composition, now survives chiefly as an element in the harmony of 
verse; rime introduced through Norman French influence is, in spite of some 
opposition at times from noted poets, Milton, for example, in full vogue at 
the present time, and seems likely to keep its place permanently. 

Assonance is heard when two or more words in corresponding metrical 
positions contain the same unaccented vowel, but have different consonants 
following it — pane . . . fate. Alliteration occurs when two or more words, 
either close to, or not far apart from, each other, begin their accented syllable 
with the same consonant or vowel sound — 

The ^air freeze Mew, the white /cam /lew. 
The furrow followed free. 

Alliteration is sometimes spoken of as beginning-rime, in contrast to 
ordinary or end-rime. Rime is in effect a double assonance, the agreement 
being in the sound of the following consonants, as well as the accented vowels, 
of two words in corresponding metrical positions — pane . . . fane. In Eng- 
lish rime it is necessary that the consonants preceding the riming vowels shall 
be different. Rimes may be either single (sometimes called "masculine," as 
in meet , . . seat; or double (sometimes called "feminine") as in meeting 
. . . seating; or even triple, as in steadily . . . readily. 

Generally the feet which are found in a stanza will all be of the same 
kind, though iambic or anapestic feet, and, similarly, trochaic and dactylic 
feet, combine freely together. Again, as a rule, the same meter will prevail 
throughout a stanza; but this is by no means always the case. Some of the 
most famous stanzas in English are : 

1. Ballad stanza, consisting of four iambic verses, of three and four 
feet alternately, rimes on the second and third verses. Variations are fre- 
quent from this normal form, the first and third lines as well as the second 
and fourth riming sometimes, and an extra verse or two being added to the 
stanza. 

2. Elegiac stanza, consisting of four iambic verses, each of five feet, 
riming alternately. 

3. Spenserian stanza, consisting of nine lines, the first eight of which 
are iambic pentameter, while the last is iambic hexameter (sometimes called 

1 A simpler way of designating verses that is widely used is to call them one- 
Mress, two-stress, three-stress, etc. 

2 Studies in Song, p. 68. 
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